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CHAP. XLIV. 
Solitary walk of Eh 


1 AROSE at day-break, and croſſing the lawn 

before the houſe, rambled among the woods 
and variegated hills of our worthy hoſt's do- 
main. I admired the elegance of his taſte, the 
rich cultivation of his lands, and the limpid 
tranſparency of the ſtream, winding its ſilent 
courſe amidſt the ſmiling luxuriance of this 
calm, this faſcinating retreat. Having thus 
ſtrayed to a conſiderable diſtance, I aſcended a 
ſteep hill, the centre of which was occupied by 
a ſingle tree of vaſt extent and crowded foliage, 
beneath whoſe friendly ſhade I ſeated myſelf, 
and enjoyed the ſurrounding proſpect ;. viewing, 
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in rapid ſucceſſion, the diſtant meadows, the 
extenſive paſtures, the rich vineyards, the oxen 
yoked together and plowing the fertile lands, 
the innumerable flocks that were grazing, and 
the ſmooth tranſparent ſurface of a lake that 
bounded the eſtate of Bion. I ſurveyed its 
winding verdant banks, and watched, with 
eager attention, the ſturdy hind, who, inſen- 
ſible to the burning heat of the ſun, and ſcarcely 
| ſuſceptible of fatigue, was guiding the lagging 
plow. A fweet reverie now rapt my foul 
as it were from the earth, and bore me to the 
ſpheres above. I ſeemed to breathe a pure em- 
pyreal air; and, forgetting my earthly exiſtence, 
my thoughts darted at once into the preſence of 
the Deity, whoſe uncreated power I beheld ar- 
ranging and giving form to matter co- eternal 
with himſelf, but as yet deſtitute of ſhape or or- 
= der. I faw a ray of his Divinity animate the 
maſs, and it began to think, to have ſublime 
J ideas and ſenſations, to be agitated with deſire, 
WE and ſet in motion by volition. This divine ray ; 
Arnited with a quantity of matter to form an indi- 
5 | vidual of momentary exiſtence : but the fleeting 
| form was ſoon diſſolved; the ſoul returned to 
the boſom of the Creator ; the identity was 
gone; the conſciouſneſs, the ſelf had ceafed, 


* and nothing remained but brute 1 inanimate duſt. 
c Whence, 
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er Whence, then, O man ! thou whom an undiſ- 
tinguiſhable point ſeparates from annihilation; 
whence thy ſwelling pride?“ Theſe reflections, 
like lowering clouds rolling through the at- 
moſphere, threw a melancholy gloom over my 
foul, till happily the remembrance of my Laſ- 
thenia led me into a ſtill more bliſsful and rap- 
turous reverie; and all the tenderneſs of my 
forrowing paſſion ſoothed me with the luxury of 
a grief more ſweet, more congenial to my heart, 
than even the lively ebullitions of invigorating 
Joy. I fancied myſelf walking with her on the 
banks of the Ilyſſus or the Cephiſus, and remem- 
bered the happy, happy day, when love crowned 
me with ſucceſs, and inebriated my ſoul with 
tranſport in the temple of Flora. I then tranſ- 
ferred my thoughts to the fatal moment of our 
ſeparation, and tenderly reiterated our laſt adieus, 
while bitter tears ſtole down my languid cheeks. 

I was awakened from this ecſtatic reverie by a 
ave, who appriſed me that my friends were 
waiting for me, and were ready to breakfaſt. It 
was a frugal repaſt, ſuited to the ſimplicity 
of a paſtoral life, and conſiſting of milk, 
honey, and various fruits. When it was con- 
cluded, Bion propoſed that we ſhould go upon 

the lake, and take the amuſement of fiſhing. 
Lacidas objecting that the day was too ſultry, 
B 2 Bion 
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Bion facetiouſly replied, „Well, you have only 
to conceive that it is the mere ſemblance of 
heat; for you ſceptics,” ſaid he, * are perfect 
maſters of your imaginations. Beſides, I can 
promiſe you a weſt wind, whoſe refreſhing breeze. 
will temper the noon-day heat. You know the 
Zephyrs are always at the command of us poets, 
to whom they owe ſo much of their celebrity.” 
And io, indeed, did the fact appear; for the weſt 
wind blew during our excurſion, and we had the 
additional luxury of a purple tent, which covered 
our boat, and ſhielded us from the ſun's too 
ſcorching heat, | 45 
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CHAP. XLV. 


Eagles pon the Jake. —f£iſhing, Converſation 
1. in the boat. 


W- _ our expedition by walking round 

a part of the lake, to take a view of its 
numerous and yariegated beauties, We con- 
templated, with pleaſure, the ſmiling banks, 
whoſe luxuriant verdure was ſhaded by poplars, 
willows, and innumerable ſhrubs. This thick 
and ornamental plantation,” ſaid Bion, © is en- 
tirely the work of my own hands, Theſe trees 
I brought hither forty years ago; for I was ever 
fond of rural ſcenery, and the ſweet and ſoothing 
tranquillity of retirement. I had no ſooner made 
my purchaſe than I came to inhabit my new 
manſion, to embelliſh the ſcene of my future en- 
joyments, and to paſs the greater part of my 
days in elegant retirement, amidſt the faſcinating 
converſe of the Muſes. I therefore haſtened to 
execute the plan I had formed, and employing my 
time in planting and building, altered every 
thing, and worked myſelf with the moſt unre- 
_— ardor ; though neither my head nor 
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my heart were yet ſufficiently matured to ſupport 
the unintereſting void of abſolute retirement; to 
enjoy which we muſt poſſeſs the philoſophy of 
the mind, which is far more difficult to attain 
than that of the ſchools, and which alone can en- 
able us to live in ſolitude, Thus did reſtleſs am- 
bition and the love of pleaſure baniſh me too 
frequently from my home. Sometimes, it is true, 
I came hither to collect my ſcattered thoughts, 


and to repoſe from the hurry of the town, but 


my ſtay was always ſhort ; for I had not ſufficient 


ſtrength of mind to burſt the chains of cuſtom, - 


or deny myſelf the pleaſures of variety. At 
length, after eight-and-thirty years of continual 
hurry and agitation, I have renounced my er- 
rors, and learned to enjoy, with heartfelt ſatiſ- 
ſaction, the friendly ſhades of my woods, and 
the ſweet unſolicitous repoſe of a ruſtic life. 
Thus, incredible as it may appear, I have 
found that the happieſt æra of my life is that 
at which I am now arrived, though ſeventy 
years of age. Such, indeed, is the general 


career of man, In the ſpring of our ex- 


iſtence too many contending paſſions agitate the 
ſoul, and too many wants ſurround us, to admit 


ol our taſting the true enjoyment of happineſs, 
Our paſſions, perhaps, are then more vivid, and 
our ſenſibility more alive to the thrill of pleaſure, 


but 
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but our gratifications are attended or followed 
with corroding cares, and frequently by un- 
availing repentance. A wile and enlightened 
old man, who has acquired ſome reputation, and 
whoſe health and ſtrength, though perhaps 
ſomewhat diminiſhed, are by no means deſtroyed, 
can create to himſelf thoſe tranquil and mode- 
rate pleaſures which are ſuited to his ſtate ; and 
having reflected on every ſubject, and appreci- 
ated the value of every purſuit, the peace and 
ſerenity of his ſoul are no longer affected by that 
vanity, thoſe prejudices, and thoſe ideal plea- 
ſures, which torment and deceive the majority 
of mankind, You will perhaps anſwer, that an 
old man is nearet to the cloſe of his exiſtence, 
and that the proſpect of approaching diflolutioh 
muſt throw a gloom even over his pleaſures : 
but to this reaſoning I will reply by quoting ah 
anecdote of one of the wiſe men of Greece. Re- 
turning from an expedition full of health and 
vigor, and being already within a few ftadia of 
his home, he recollected an article he had 
omitted in his will, He immediately got off 
his horſe, and wrote his further intentions and 
wiſhes upon a tablet“, fearing death might 
5 overtake 

The Greeks wrote upon very thin tablets of wood, covered 
with wax, The inſtrument they uſed was a needle or ſtyle of 
B 4 copper, 
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overtake him before he arrived. Hence I con- 
clude that the fear of death is nearly equal at all 
ages, or rather that we ought at all times to ex- 
pet it; and familiarizing ourſelves with that re- 
flection, contemplate the idea with a calm and 
unruffled mind: 


Each day's a preſent which the gods beſtow ; 

And fince, to-day, from heaven new pleaſures flow, 
Not leſs tg-morrow may their bounty ſhare, 

And age and youth alike divide their care. 

To- morrow's no man's. Heaven dire&s our doom, 
And youth may go before me to the tomb.“ 


While thus converfing, we had advanced to 
the middle of the lake, which is fixteen ſtadia 
in circumference, and about four acroſs, when 
Bion ordered the boatmen to ceaſe rowing, and 
laid he would entertain us with a new ſight. 
Then requeſting Theophania to play upon her 
cithara, we were ſuddenly ſurpriſed with the 
ſingular and pleaſing ſight of the fiſh aſſembling 
round the boat, and friſking and playing to the 
notes of her harmonious inſtrument. We all 
compared the power of our beautiful ſongſtreſs 


— 


copper, iron, or gold, pointed at one end and flat at the 
other; the latter ſerving to efface and correct. They wore 


a caſe appended to their girdle, called graphiarium, in which 
they carried both tbe {tyle and the tablets, 


ta 
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to the celebrated Arion, whoſe melodious ſounds 
drew innumerable dolphins around his veſſel: 
but at the ſame time requeſted ſne would not 
imitate him, by throwing herſelf into the lake, 
as we ſaw no fiſh large enough to carry her on 
ſnore. Theophania would by no means ſuffer 
the net to be caſt at this time, for ſhe ſaid it 
would be an act of cowardice and treachery thus 
to hold out a kind of feaſt to the fiſh, and draw 
them by the attractions of pleaſure, merely that 
we might the next moment inhumanly deſtroy 
them. Thus we continued our navigation; and 
at length approaching a ſmall iſland, Bion ex- 
claimed, „Here it is! This is the Iſland of 
Friendſhip. That large circular hut,” conti- 
nued he, „which appears ſo low, and is co- 
vered with thatch, will to-day be our banquet- 
ing-room, You may, perhaps, think it a little 
too ruſtic, but I ought from time to time to be 
reminded that I am but a ſimple ſhepherd.” 

We now requeſted this poet-philoſopher to - 
recite ſome of his Idyls, thus enhancing the 
pleaſures of our excurſion by the intellectual feaſt 
of hearing his elegant and charming productions. 
c ſhall the more eaſily ſatisfy your expecta- 
tions,” ſaid he, © as it is not entirely my own 
work you will hear, but the production of 
Anacreon and Theocritus combined together. 

| They 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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They have both fallen into the ſame idea of 
Cupid flung ty a bee; and as both theſe poets 
have ſome very happy turns peculiar to each, and 
which are wanting 1n the other, 1 have amuſed 
myſelf with combining them together. In the 
meanwhile we will paddle on without noiſe, as 
lightly as the conch of the lovely Amphitrite, 
when ſhe plows, in beauteous majeſty, the ſur- 
face of her watery empire. 


As Cupid, once, the flieſt rogue alive, 
Was ſtealing fragrant honey from the hive, 
A little bee, inflam'd with rage and grief, 
Pierc'd, with his ſting, the finger of the thief. 
He blew the tortur'd hand, he ſtamp'd the ground, 
He ran and to his mother ſhow'd the wound, 
Then he thus began to plain: 
« Oh! undone! I die with pain! 
Dear mamma, a ſerpent ſmall, 
Which a bee the plow men call, 
Imp'd with wings and arm'd with dart, 
Oh! has ſtung me to the heart,” 
Venus thus replied, and ſmil'd, 
&« Dry thoſe tears—for ſhame, my child! 
If a bee can wound ſo deep, 
Caufing Cupid thus to weep, 
Think, O think, what cruel pains 
He that's ſtung by thee ſuſtains ! 
For though little, like a bee, 
Mighty wounds are made by thee !”” 
See FawxEs's Anac, 


We were fo enchanted with this Idyl, that we 
requeſted Bios to repeat it; and the boatmen 
. | lay 
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lay upon their oars and liſtened to it with as 
much attention as ourſelves. When he had 
finiſhed, we ſaid to him, Lou have given us a 
moſt delicious feaſt: but theſe fruits are not en- 
tirely the produce of your own garden. We 
know it bears ſome equally delicious, and we 
are extremely greedy of ſuch luxurious fare.” — 
« Whatever praiſe you may beſtow on me,” an- 
ſwered Bion, „1 know how inferior I am to the 
elegance and ſimplicity of theſe two poets, who 
are the real offspring of Apollo: but to ſing my 
own verſes, after having given you a ſample of 
theirs, will be no proof either of my modeſty, 
or my admiration of their ſuperior excellence. 
J will, however, endeavour to ſelect one of my 
| beſt ſongs, for it is my duty to entertain my 
gueſts to the utmoſt of my abilities, 


TIDY TL. 


As late I ſlumbering lay, before my fight 
Bright Venus roſe in viſions of the night. 
She led young Cupid, as in thought profound, 
His modeſt eyes were fix'd upon the ground, 
And thus ſhe ſpoke : ©* To thee, dear ſwain, I bring 
My little ſon. Inſtruct the boy to ſing,” 
No more ſhe ſaid, but vaniſh'd into air, 
And left the wily pupil to my care, 
I- ſure I was an idiot for my pains 
Began to teach him old bucolic ſtrains z 
How Pan the pipe, how Pallas form'd the flute, 


Phcebus the lyre, and Mercury the lute, 
Love, 
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Love, to my leſſons quite regardleſs grown, [ 
Sang lighter lays and ſonnets of his own; 
_ Th* amours of men below, and gods above, 
And all the triumphs of the queen of love. - - 
I ſure the ſimpleſt of all ſhepherd ſwaing— 
Full ſoon forgot my old bucolic ſtrains; 
be lighter lays of love my fancy caught, 
And I remembered all that Cupid taught.” Faws s. 


Me were all ſo much charmed with this Idyl, 
that we vied with each other in laviſhing our 
thanks and our encomiums, Bion, who was averſe 
to the incenſe even of juſt praiſe, now ordered 
the nets to be thrown into the water, and we had 
a plentiful draught. - Our ſucceſs made us forget 
the filent flight of time, till Bion, more vigilant, 
appriſed us of the lateneſs of the hour, and that 
dinner was waiting for us. This information 
gave us much pleaſure. He propoſed our bath- 
ing on the borders of the lake, where he ſaid we 
ſhould find very agreeable retreats. - We accept- 
ed his invitation, and the boatmen conveyed us 
to the ſpot he pointed out. 

Theſe baths were contrived in the little creeks 
and bays formed by the ſinuoſities of the ſhore, 
The ſides and bottom of each were of marble, 
and a thick canopy of trees and ſhrubs afforded 
ſo impenetrable a ſhade, that even the chaſte 
Diana might have uſed them without a bluſh, 


or without apprehending the curious eye of 
Actæon. 
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Actæon. Each of us choſe one of theſe deli- 
cious little receſſes ; and while I repoſed in the 
midſt of the limpid and refreſhing fluid, innu- 
merable birds poured forth their melodious notes 
in concert, to charm my faftinated ſenſes. 

A ſlave brought me oil and eſſences, and a 
robe of brilliant white, and ] quitted this faſci- 
nating ſpot with regret. - Immediately after Bion 
and Lacidas came in the boat to take me in, and 
havibg ſucceſſively received Phanor and Theo- 
phania in our way, we ſpeedily arrived at the Iſle 
of Friendſhip. | 215400908 
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CHAP. XLVI 


Dejeription of the Jland of Priendſhip—of the ban= 
 quetting-room——and of the three Aatues with 
+ which it was adorned. 


** iſland was dh and uncultivated, and 
we beheld no plants but the wild ſponta- 
neous productions of unreſtrained, unbidden Na- 
ture; no trees but a few pines that grew upon 
the rocks; and no animals but a few goats 
browzing a rare, and ſweet and nouriſhing graſs ; 
ducks and geeſe were ſtrutting along the water's 
edge ; and a hut occupied the middle of the 
iſland, and leaned againſt a vaſt impending rock. 
« I perceive,” . ſaid Bion, © that you are not 
much charmed with the beauties of this wild 
ſequeſtered ſpot : but ſome contraſts and oppo- 
ſitions are neceſſary in our pleaſures as well 
as in fine paintings, and all the works of ge- 
nius. Remember, this will render my groves 
and gardens more agreeable to you to-morrow : 
but to-day, let us content ourſelves with a frugal 
meal in this ſimple and ruſtic cottage.” I was 
the firſt that entered, and Bion and Phanor fol- 
lowed, 
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lowed, We remained a ſhort time in obſcurity : 
but fome ſlaves, who were concealed in various 
parts, ſuddenly obeying a fignal from their 
maſter, opened ſome ſhutters, and we perceived 
we were in a brilliant and magnificent hall, illu- 
mined by a ſoſt luxurious light, perfumed with 
delicious odovrs, and rendered ſtill more charm- 
ing by its refreſhing eool. My ſurpriſe was fo 
great, that I was ſcarcely able to articulate, while 
Bion enjoyed our altoniſhment and admiration. 
At length I faid to him, * By what miracle do 
you thus renew the magie ſcenes of Baucis and 
Philemon “, and change a miſerable hut into a 
ſuperb temple—for this, no doubt, is the temple 
of Friendſhip ?”—<« What you think a prodigy,” 
replied he, * is, like all others, - performed by 
the ſimpleſt poſſible means. Mere ſhutters, fyd- 
denly opened, are all the divine "—_ me. 
have been employed.” | 
® Theſe poor cottagers received Jupiter and Mercury, 
when travelling over Aſia in diſguife, and refuſed admittance 
by others. Here they partogk of the beſt fare which the 
ruſtic frugality of their hoſts afforded ; and Jupiter was ſo 
pleaſed with their hoſpitality, that he metamorphoſed their 


dwelling into a magnificent temple, of which Baucis and her 
huſband: were made prieſts. When they died; which, ac- 

cording to their requeſt to Jupiter, happened at the ſame 
time, they were changed into tiees before the doors of the 


\ temple. T. N. N | 
9 This 
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This hall was divided in two unequal parts. 
The upper compartment, next to the rock, 
was a parallelogram; and the other, much the 

largeſt, a ſegment of an ellipſis. Three ſtatues 
of alabaſter, five feet and a half high, placed 

on pedeſtals, adorned the farther ſide of the 
ſquare diviſion, which was filled with vaſes and 
boxes of flowers, placed upon ſteps of va- 
Tious heights. A balluſtrade of iron-gilt, breaſt- 
high, ſeparated the two compartments. The 
elliptic diviſion was ſurrounded with columns of 
yellow and green marble alternately, and move- 
able blinds filled the intercolumniations. The 
ceiling was painted from a beautiful deſign, repre- 
ſenting Theophania, in the character of Aurora, 
adorned with chaplets of roſes and jaſmine, guid- 
ing her chariot through the bluſhing air. Her 
countenance ſhone with gaiety and pleaſure, and, 
together with her charming complexion, ſeemed 
to announce the fineneſs of the approaching day. 
The Hours, fluttering their wings of purple 
and azure, and bearing baſkets full of flowers, 
which they ſtrewed before them, ſurrounded her 
car, and innumerable birds, of variegated plum- 
age, hovered around her. As they ſeemed ſome 
to go before her, and others to follow her ma- 
jeſtic courſe, the raviſned ſpectator almoſt fan- 
iT | | cied 


* 
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tied he heard their ſongs of love and j joy, and 
| participated their ecſtatic delight. 
The table was already coyered, and the dinner 
correſponded with the elegance of this ſplendid 
hall. Among the diſhes were placed veſſels of 
chryſtal, filled with flowers; and birds, ſhell-fiſh, 
and other rare fiſh, compoſed the firſt courſe. 
We had a profuſion of wines of Cyprus, of Leſ- 
bos, and of Chios; nor could better be taſted at 
the luxurious feaſts of the Satraps, in the volup- 
tuous cities of Ionia. 6 

After the firſt courſe, I aſked Bion whom the 
three ſtatues before us repreſented : Alas!“ faid 
he, with a deep ſigh, © they are the ſimilitudes of 
three of my moſt intimate friends, whom I have 
had the misfortune to loſe. They who live to 
a great age behold every thing periſh around 
them, and remain inſulated and ſolitary upon the 
earth! Happily for me, my Theophania, like 
the riſing ſun, chears and reanimates the lan- 
guiſhing winter of my life. 

The ſtatue on the right,” continued he, 
« which repreſents a poet with his lyre in one 
hand, and ſupporting with the other a youthful 
Love who is playing on it, is Anacreon, That 
voluptuous philoſopher was my maſter and my 
friend, although twenty years older than myſelf. 
It was he who firſt taught me the art of giving 

vo. 11. 0 to 
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to the productions of the moſt laborious 
ſtudy the appearance of negligence and eaſe, 
and of enriching harmonious verſification with 
the beauties of tender ſentiment. How happy 
ſhould I have been to equal the graceful 
elegance and flowing. ſweetneſs of his num- 
bers! His immortal ſongs are the children of 
fancy and pleafure, and breathe the moſt faſci- 
nating tenderneſs, cambined with the moſt at- 
tractive gaiety. That to the left, holding a 
flute, and at whoſe feet you perceive a lamb, 
is Ibycus the bucolic poet, author of ſome very 
charming writings. We formed an intimate 

friendſhip in our early youth, when, reciprocally 
attracted by a coincidence of taſte, we paſſed 
our lives in a total abſence of care, more greedy 
of the enjoyment of pleaſure, and more defirous 
of acquiring knowledge, than ambitious to ac- 
cumulate riches. The ftatue in the centre, 
which repreſents a man ſmiling at his own: re- 
flections, is Apollonides of Cos. Alas! both 
he and Ibycus experienced a tragical fate, and 
their unhappy end ſpread a long and painful 
gloom over my exiſtence. Time, however, 
which conſoles us for every misfortune, has at 
length worn away the effects of my grief: but 
the contemplation. of their forms, and the re- 


membrance of their virtues, {till awaken in my 
mind 
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mind the keeneſt ſenſations of regret. I will re- 
late to you their hiſtory, for I love to think and 
ſpeak of them. I will begin with Anacreon, 
whoſe eaſy death ſeemed but a gentle paſſage 
from a waking to a ſleeping ſtate, | 


C2 
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"CHAP. XLVI. 
The hiſtory of Anacreon. 


ca WR have heard that Anacreon paſſed his 
life between the purſuits of love and- 

wine. Poſſeſſed of two of the principal ſources 
of happineſs, a ſmall fortune and a diſintereſted 
diſpoſition, he ſpent a conſiderable time at. 
Samos with that enlightened protector of the 
arts, Polycrates, who once made him a preſent of 
five talents. Anacreon having never been maſter 
of ſo large a ſum, could not ſleep for two nights, 
and therefore, on the third day, determined to 
reſtore the money. It is faid that, while his laſt 
. miſtreſs, Cea, was yet in her cradle, the poet, 
being one day heated with wine, rudely diſturbed 
her, and added ſome abuſive language; on which 
the enraged nurſe uttered an imprecation, wiſh- 
ing the child might one day be as beautiful as 
Helen, and that Anacreon might be deeply in 
love with her, and more wretched than Mene- 
laus. Half her prophetic prayer was granted; 
for Anacreon, when eighty years of age, ſighed 
for the beautiful Cea: but having, by the pecu- 
AE har 
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liar favour of Venus, gained her heart, his vows 
were at length ſucceſsful. | 2 

cc Five years ago he peacefully departed from 
the theatre of life in her arms. They were at 
ſupper with a few friends, and the Teian bard 
had ſung, with his aged but ſonorous yoice, his 
favourite ſonnet ;- 


Too faſt away our moments fteal, 
Like the ſwift chariot's rolling wheel, 
'The rapid courſe is quickly done, 
And ſoon the race of life is run, 

Then, then, alas! we droop, wedie, 
And ſunk in diſſolution lie; 

Our frame no ſymmetry retains ; 
Nought but a little duſt remains. 

Why on the tomb are odours ſhed ? 
Why pour libations to the dead ? 

To me, far better while I live, 
Rich wines and balmy fragrance give, 
Now, now the roſy wreath prepare, 
And hither call the lovely fair : 

Now, while I draw the vital breath, 
Ere yet I lead the dance of death; 

For joy my ſorrows I'll refign, 

And drown my cares in roſy wine. Fawk8s 


Having finiſhed his ſong, he ate a few 
dried raiſins, a kind of food he thought cal- 
culated to ſupport the drooping languor of old 
age. Unfortunately one of the grape-ſtones 
ſtuck in his throat, and choaked him, So eaſy 
and ſo ſudden a death, after a long life ſpent in 

3 the 
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che perpetual enjoyment of pleaſure, has been 
conſidered as a peculiar favour of the gods. 
But the tragical end of Ibycus ſeems to accuſe 
ſdgmem of injuſtice and partiality in their diſtribution 
, of good and evil to mankind,” 
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c HAP. XLVIII. 
The Hiſtory of Ibycus. 


cc Prev was a native of Rhegium, a city of 

Magna Gracia, Though the Muſes ſeem- 
ed to have lent him their own melodious lyre, 
he was one of thoſe beings deſtined to be wretch- 
ed, and from whoſe graſp happineſs eſcapes 
at the very moment when they think its poſſeſ- 
ſion ſecure, vaniſhing like a dream before our 
waking eyes. He had long been ſtruggling 
with misfortune, when he became enamoured of 
Nereis of Athens, an . accompliſhed young 
woman, poſſeſſed of the moſt brilliant en- 
dowments of mind and perſon, and who was 
beſides a very rich heireſs. But though he had 
the happineſs to gain this lady's affections, yet her 
father, like another Midas, inſenſible to every 
thing but gold, would not either liſten to the 
poetry of the ſuitor, or yield to the prayers, the 
tears, the declining health, or the ſettled gloom 
that preyed upon his daughter's mind. He 
ſhut her up in her gynæceum “, and inſiſted on 


* The gynzceum was the apartment of the women, 
which was placed in the remoteſt part of the houſe, 


c 4 her 
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, 


her marrying the rich Euphorion, who was 
Polemarch of Athens, Though Nereis at 
length pretended to accept this. propoſal, that 
ſhe might ſometimes ſee her lover, and enjoy 
more liberty, yet fhe always found ſome excuſe 
to evade the ſpeedy celebration of the projected 


nuptials. Sometimes ſhe had ſeen a weaſel in 


her path, and had forgotten to throw three ſtones 
at it before ſhe paſſed on; ſometimes a man had 
ſneezed on her left or in the afternoon, or pro- 
nounced unlucky words ; ſometimes her little 


finger was numbed or ſhe had a ringing in her 


left ear. Once ſhe had met a corpſe, and al- 
though ſhe had immediately ſpit three times in- 
to her boſom, yet ſhe was not the leſs alarmed 
at ſo inauſpicious an incident. Another time 
ſhe had had a bad dream ; agaip ſhe had offered a 
ſacrifice to Juno, and the prieſts had declared 
the entrails livid and corrupted. Her father, 
although, like moſt Athenians, ſomewhat ſu- 
perſtitious*, grew very impatient at ſo many 
ſiniſter preſages, and ſignified to his daughter that 
ſhe muſt marry Euphorion within the ſpace of 
a decade. This threw the two lovers into de- 


*The common people of Athens were very ſuperſtitious, 
and believed in all kinds of preſages, prodigies, ſorcery, and 
divination, and conſulted oracles on the moſt trifling occa- 
ſions. 


ſpair. 
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ſpair. Fortunately, however, for their paſſion, a 

violent paroxyſm of rage at a ſlave who had 
broken a valuable vaſe, removed this wretched 
miſer from the world, and from the enjoyment 
of his immenſe treaſures. * Ibycus now thought 
himſelf the. happieſt of men; his proſpect 
brightened up, and he was ſpeedily to be united 
to his miſtreſs, and to poſſeſs her ſplendid fortune. 
A few days, however, before the appointed 
nuptials, ſhe required him to go to Oropus to 
conſult Amphiaraus, the God of Dreams, on 
their intended marriage, and to be cured of a 
diſorder in his eyes. The temple of that god is 
ſituated twelve ſtadia from Oropus, on the very 
ſpot where, as he was flying from Thebes, the 
earth is ſaid to have opened and ſwallowed him 
up in his chariot, Near the temple is a foun- 
tain called alſo by his name, the water of which 
is neither uſed for ſacrifices nor luſtrations, nor 
is it permitted even to waſh the hands in it, or 
employ it for any purpoſe but the cure of diſ- 
orders. Ibycus bathed his eyes in this water, 
and threw in ſome money as is cuſtomary in ſuch 
caſes. He then entered the temple, and having 
purified himſelf, ſacrificed a ram, whoſe ſkin he 
extended on the ground, and laid himſelf. down 
on it to ſleep in expectation of a dream. Un- 
_ fortunately the prieſts interpreted his viſion 
; N 


| 
i 


| 
} 
4 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
1 


[ * 


26 ' TRAVELS or ANTENOR 


unfayourably, but he treated their threats with 
contempt, and ſet off for Athens. | 

. As he was travelling, according to his 
cuſtom alone and on foot, and compoſing as he 
went along the epithalamium for his nuptials, 
his poetical enthuſiaſm took ſo entire poſſeſſion 
of his mind, that forgetting his road, he loſt his 
way, and wandered all day among the fields, 
ſcarcely conſcious of any thing but the delicious _ 

intoxications of poetry and of love. At ſun-ſet 
he perceived his error, and ſtaring wildly around 
him, like a man waking from a profound ſleep, 
or recovering from a ſwoon, began to re- 
fleet on what he was doing, whither he was 


going, and where he was. Perceiving a herdſ- | 


man at a little diſtance, he haſtened towards him, 


and enquired the road to the city. You are 


yet,” ſaid he, © a good way from it; but if you 
pleaſe, I will ſhew you the road.“ Ibycus ac- 
cepted the offer, and promiſed him a reward. 
His guide now conducted him acroſs the moun- 
tains, till the ſhades of night overtaking them, 
they proceeded entirely by twilight. Well ! 
ſaid Ibycus, © do we approach the end of our 


Journey P—< Yes,” ſaid his guide, we are already 


very near the town; but I ſee two men who 
give me ſome uneaſineſs. They have a bad 
look. What ſignifies their look ?” replied he; 

| care 
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© are we not as many as they? Well, © con- 
tinued the ruſtic, © fince you are ſo courageous, 
prepare to fight, for I perceive they are making 
towards us. My unfortunate friend, continued 
Bion, was as courageous as Theſeus, and put- 
ting himſelf in a poſture of defence with his 
ſtick, waited boldly for his murderers, while his 
guide came behind him, and treacherouſly po- 
niarded him in the back. Ibycus ſuddenly 
turned on him, and with a blow of his ſtick 
extended him on the ground. In the mean- 
while the two other villains attacked him with 
ſwords. He defended himſelf a conſiderable 
time with wonderful bravery, and even broke 
one of their arms ; but at that very moment the 
other pierced him through the body. The 
brave Ibycus inſtantly fell, but before he ex- 
pired, called to witneſs a flight of cranes who 
were paſling over his head. Who could imagine 
that this appeal would not have been in vain! ! 
But the puniſhment of crimes is a duty which 
the gods ever take care to diſcharge, 

ce During fix months the ſtricteſt enquiries were 
made after Ibycus, but in vain. The aſſaſſins, 
fenced within the myſterious rampart of ſecre- 
cy, long eluded the public vengeance, till one 
day in the market- place of Athens, ſeeing ſome 
cranes in the air, one of them laughed, and faid to 


his 
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his companions, There are the witneſſes of 
Ibycus.“ As his death had been much talked of, 
a girl of fourteen years of age hearing this re- 
mark, and being ſtruck by the evil- minded 


countenances of the three men, ran to inform 
one of the Archons, and on this ſlight ground 


the murderers were ſeized. Their confuſion and 


the ambiguity of their replies confirmed the ſuſpi- 


cions entertained of them, and they were placed 
in a machine, with five holes for their hands, 
their feet, and their necks; when being put to 
the torture on a wheel that turned with great ra- 
pidity, they at laſt confeſſed their crimes, and 
were condemned to be thrown into the Bara- 
thron *.” 2 5 | | 
We all admired the juſtice of the Gods in 
the puniſhment of theſe villains. But who,” 
cried Bion, © can reſtore me my dear Ibycus ? 


Amiable and elegant poet! Who now ſhall imi- 


tate thee, or render thy pipe ſo beautifully melo- 
dious? What bold adventurous mortal ſhall _ 
even dare to approach it to his lips! That in- 
ſtrument of thy enraptured ſtrain till remem- 


bers thy animating breath, to which it was 


wont to yield the moſt faſcinating ſounds!” 


„A pit, furniſhed with ſpikes, into which criminals were 


caft, The fetters here deſcribed were called Zunu guliovgsyſor. 


To 
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To baniſh theſe fad reflections, we aſked him 
the hiſtory of Apollonides. I will relate it,” 
faid he, © with pleaſure; but the ſinking ſun 
ſcarcely illumines the borders of the horizon: 
let this cup of wine from Leſbos circulate in 
honour of Comus, and in b mean while our 
cottage will be lighted up.” Immediately ſome 
ſlaves lighted an infinity of lamps, the jealouſies 
were drawn aſide, and we found ourſelves ſit- 
ting in a periſtyle, open on every fide except to- 
wards the rock. Here we enjoyed a fine view 
of the lake, and perceived the gentle rippling of 
its ſurface by the refreſhing evening breeze, 
which beautifully agitated the reflection of the 
moon from the water. When the ſlaves were 
retired, Bion related the 3 by had n 
us of his other departed * 8 


» 
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The Hz fory of Apollonides. | 


oY 84. * by informing you of the Cir- 
cumſtances. to which our friendſhip owed 

is birth, At the age of five-and-twenty years I - 
was detained at Megara by my attachment to the 
courtezan Nicerata, a woman of wit and talents, 
and who: bad ſtudied philoſophy in the ſchool of 
Plato. At length I was obliged to take a jour- 
REY o Thebes z- but ſuch was my tendernefs and 
impatience, that a few days ſeemed an age, and the 
urchin ſon of Venus obliged me to return before 
two decades were expired. I. no ſooner ar- 

| rived, than I flew to throw myſelf into the 

| arms of my divinity, who received me with 

3 a calm and modeſt air, and when I urged my 

| 

| 


— 
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amorous ſuit as I was accuſtomed, repulſed 
me with a haughty dignity that aſtoniſhed 'me. 
I warmly reproached her with her ingratitude; 
but ſhe replied, © Be calm, and deign to hear 
me. I have loved you becauſe you were de- 
ſerving of my love: yes, I have loved you du- 
ring ſix months that was ſurely a prodigious 
time. But every thing is relative, and even yes and 
5 no 


ö 


IN GREECE AND ASIA. 31 


10 occaſionally change their meanings. Du 
your abſence 1 have adopted a maxim which I 
learnt from you, and which you have very fre- 


quently repeated and enforced, that pleaſure 


ought to be our only oracle. This oracle I have 
conſulted, and the anſwer was, that being hap- 
pier with another man I ought to give him the 
preference.“ On hearing this, I was furious 
with rage, and upbraided her for her perfidy and 
ingratitule. Ah! cried ſhe, © juſt ſuch are 
our modern philoſophers : their theories are ad- 
mirable, but their conduct unmanly, puſillani- 
mous, and conte mptible. Tis your felf-love, 
not your regard for me, that has awakened” this 
outrageous reſentment.— You,” rephed J. 
© certainly cannot be acting from'ſeWf-love ; for: 
like the reſt of your ſex, you ſacrifice me; 
doubtleſs, to ſome fool undeſerving your at- 
tachment. In that reſpect, anſwered ſhe, * I 
can eaſily juſtify myſelf. If you are capable of 
liſtening to reaſon, and conducting yourſelf with 
tranquillity, I will invite you to fup this evening 
with your rival, and you will then ſee whether 
he is worthy of that honour. Vou are totaP 
ſtrangers to each other, for he has only been 
here a few days. His ſutceſs,” ſaĩd I, has 
been very rag, he muſt be a moſt” ſeducing 
perſonage 128 You will judge of him, Anſwered! 

[ ſhe, ' 
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the, © when. you ſee him.'— What is his name?“ 
faid I.— His name, returned ſhe, is Apollo- 
nides: he is from Cos, an iſland whoſe excellent 
wines have procured it far leſs celebrity than its 
having-given birth to Apelles and Hippocrates, 
He practiſes phyſic with great ſucceſs, although 
he is but a year older than yourſelf.” After ſome 
more reproaches and remonſtrances, I at length 
accepted the invitation, and ſupped with Apol- - 
lonides, whoſe benevolent diſpoſition naturally 
rendered him pleaſing, and led him to pay ſeveral 
_  obliging compliments to my talents and my fame. 
Fe ſolicited my friendſhip with that graceful ear- 
neſtneſs which outruns reflection and commands 
the heart. From that day we lived in habits of 
the cloſeſt friendſhip, and you may perceive by 
his ſimilitude whether he was not formed for love 
and friendſhip. | 
«Apollonides had a brilliane ö imagination, great 
perſpicacity of mind, and that acuteneſs of per- 
ception which inſtantly ſeizes the true point of 
view, and forms a principal feature of a ſtrong 
intellect. To this he added the moſt unaffected 
eaſe, both in thought and action, and neither 
endeavoured to conceal nor to ſhow his talents. 
He had a happy memory, was fkilled in botany, 
phyſiology, and medicine, and embelliſhed his 
ſuperior ſcience by the amenity of his diſpoſi-- 
tion, 
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tion; the gaiety of his manners, and his taſte in 
muſic and poetry; in which, as in every other 
attractive talent, he excelled. Ambitious of 
fame, panting for the enjoyment of pleaſure; and 
eager to acquire riches, though merely to laviſh 
them with prodigality on others, he facrificed 
his whole life to the gratification of his paſſions. 
He ſtudied by day; paſſed the night in feaſting, 
and only ſlept two or three hours. When I ex- 
preſſed my aſtoniſhment at the ſhort time he de- 
voted to ſleep, he replied, 

« The night I rob to lengthen out the day.” 

« His knowledge of phyſic, and the principles 
he eſtabliſhed, procured him conſiderable cele- 
brity. - He diſapproved of violent medicines, 
faying, a phyſician ought to treat his patients 
agreeably. He therefore employed only 
the gentleſt remedies, together with mo- 
derate exerciſe, and abſtinence from animal 
food, and ſometimes from wine. He was con- 
ſtantly planning ſome new contrivance for the 
amuſement and recreation of his patients, and 
invented a great variety of baths, among 
which were the ſuſpended baths. He diſap- 
proved of bleeding; very rarely employed purga- 
tives, and uſed to ſay with a laugh, that we muſt 
leave to dyers the examination of the different 
qualities of water, He was avetſe to haſty cures, 

vol. 11, D declaring 
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declaring he was contented to ſhare the credit of 
his ſucceſſes with nature. He confeſſed that the 
number of bad phyſicians was ſo great, that ĩt 
would have been better for ſociety had the exer- 
ciſe of that profeſſion been wholly prohibited. 

To render. himſelf pleaſing to women he had 
ſtudied the coſmetic art, invented ſeveral ſorts of 
paint for their embelliſhment, and various.com- 
pounds for dying the hair and beard. He ſtudied 
the cure of hypochondria, which he attributed 
to black bile, and of which the general diſtin- 
guiſhing ſymptom 1s a particular ſpecies of de- 


lirium, concentred in one or two objects, but 
without fever or phrenzy. This delirium is ge- 


nerally combined with an inſuperable dejection 
and gloomineſs of mind, and an irreſiſtible in- 


clination for ſolitude. Thoſe who are attacked 


with it often fancy themſelves kings, gods, wolves, 
dogs, and rabbits, and are called lycanthropi. 
He uſed to ſpeak of a woman who, being af- 
flicted with that diſorder, always kept one finger 
pointing upwards to ſupport the world; and of a 
painter, who fancied all his bones were as ſoft as 


wax, and therefore dared not walk a ſingle ſtep. 


Apollonides told him he would give him ſome in- 
fallible remedies, but ordered him not to walk 


during ſix days. The patient punctually conformed 


to his directions, and afterwards walked with per- 
fe caſe and without the leaſt apprehenſion, 


A man Y 
Fx 


/ 
| 
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A man named Leucippus of Argos, fancied him- 
ſelf a rabbit, and though on all other ſubjects he 
argued like a man of ſound intelle&, yet if he 
ſaw a dog, he immediately trembled with fear, 
and ran to hide himſelf. My friend cured him 
by taking him to balls and public places, and 
particularly by means of muſic. Were 
phyſical diſcuſſions,” ſaid Bion, * as entertain- 
ing as they are tedious, I would explain the 
leading principles he adopted.” We aſſured him 
we ſhould liften to them with the greateſt pleaſure. 
« | muſt firſt tell you,” continued he, * the hiſ- 
tory of his amour with Nicerata. Having learned 
that I had been his rival, and had been diſcarded 
on hisaccount, he immediately came and expreſſed 
his concern, requeſting I would reſume my place, 
and re- aſſert my claim. This I poſitively refuſed, 
till after a long conteſt, and to terminate the 
diſpute, he propoſed our leaving it to the de- 
cifion of chance, by caſting lots for the fair prize. 
I was pleaſed with the idea, and we determined 
it by the dice; when my friend, having Venus's 
throw, or the three fixes, I ſaid to him, © Both 
fortune and the Cyprian Goddeſs give you Nice- 
rata; therefore keep her.” Unfortunately this 
laughable arrangement came to her ears, when 
her ſelf-love, ſtill more irritable than mine, 
D.2 - awakened 
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_ awakened her * and my rival was diſ- 
miſſed without delay. 


e His principal phyſical aphoriſms v were the 
following: he adviſed men of good conſtitutions: 
not to ſubmit to any regimen, never to conſult 
a phyſician, and to reſide more frequently in 
the country than in town. He ſtrongly urged 
them to uſe exerciſe, becauſe repoſe enervates 
the body, whereas labour ſtrengthens it. The 
one,” ſaid he, precipitates the approaches of 
old age, while the other prolongs the period of 
youth. He alſo recommended that we ſhould. 
eat ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, and rather 
make two meals than one. b 

« ] will now,” continued Bion, * relate the 
cruel cataſtrophe which deprived me for ever 
of this moſt worthy and amiable friend. O! my 
beloved Apollonides, how many tears has not 
thy death forced from my aged eyes ! what trea- 

ſures would I not give to poſſeſs thy precious 

temains, which doubtleſs lie unhonoured in a 
barbarous country? I would cover them with 
flowers and with laurels, and my tears ſhould 

flow in large libations around thy tomb, while 
thy immortal ſhade ſhould receive with gra- 
titude my tribute of friendſhip, and of grief. 


ct Greedy 
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20 Greedy of knowledge and inſtruction, Apol- 
lonides came to Athens to complete his ſtudies, 
whence, after a ſtay of a year, he went to Samos, 
and cured Polycrates of a dangerous illneſs, 
for which he received two talents of gold as the 
recompence of his ſkill: Some time after he was 
taken priſoner by the Perſians, from whom he 
concealed his name and profeſſion, till being at 
length diſcovered, he was ſent to Perſepolis to 
attend Darius, then very ill, and in great pain 
from the diſlocation of his foot. My friend 
was very ſucceſsful in this operation, as well as in 
his treatment of Atoſſa the wife of Darius, who had 
a cancer in her breaſt. In conſequence of theſe 
two cures, he received the richeſt preſents, and 
gained the favour of Darius, who admitted him 
to his table. Thus honoured and diſtinguiſhed 
he might have been the happieſt of men, if at 
that brilliant and voluptuous court he could have 
reſtrained his amorous inclination, of at leaſt had 
not his defires aſpired to Amytis, the ſiſter of 
the King, a widow whoſe uncommon beauty was 
Enhanced by all the enchanting bloom of youth. 
Though the attractions of his mental acquire- 
ments and his knowledge of coſmetics procured 
him an eaſy acceſs to her preſence, yet he pru- 
dently concealed his too tender paſſion from the 
princeſs, till Amytis, falling ill, and ſuffering | 

| D3 under 
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under the depreſſion of extreme languor, the 
deſires of Apollonides acquired new force in 
conſequence of the increaſing frequency of his 
viſits. But all the care of the phyſician, all the 


| reſources of his art proved ineffectual, and that 


lovely princeſs viſibly faded away like a roſe bud 
detached from its parent ſtalk. Inconſolably af- 
flicted at her fate, and terrified at the approach 
of death, who now ſtared her in the face, ſhe 
cauſed innumerable facrifices to be offered on 


the ſummits of mountains to the ſun, the moon, 
the earth, the air, and the winds ; and the altars of 


Mithras and Venus Urania were loaded with 
gifts, and importuned with unceaſing prayers. 
Being one day alone with Apollonides ſhe; de- 
plored her cruel deſtiny, which condemned her 


to die in the flower of life, while yet ſurrounded 


by pleaſure, and ſolicited to enjoyment by every 
ſeductive attraction. Ah l' cried ſhe in a pa- 


roxyſm of grief, my dear Apollonides, I con- 


jure you employ all your efforts, and all your 
{kill !-Oh ! fave me, fave me !'—and as ſne pro- 
nounced theſe words, ſhe deluged the gilded 
tiſſue of her magnificent bed with bitter tears. 
“ Apollonides, who was deeply affected with 
her grief, could only anſwer with a figh, * Ah! 


cried ſhe, © I ſee my doom is fixed; I ſee my 


8 is deſperate, and I am eee loſt ! 
Iſee 
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I ſee you know not any femedies that can ſave 
me!” Perhaps,“ replied he, heſitating, there is 
one, whoſe power I well know, but how ſhall I dare 
to propoſe it? Amytis, to whom theſe words 
again reſtored a glimmering of hope, was urgent 
to know this powerful remedy. My friend caſt 
his eyes downwards, and remained ſilent, till at 
length the redoubled importunity of the princeſs 
who commanded him to diſcloſe it, induced him 


to declare that this important and laſt of remedies - 


was a change in her mode of life from a ſingle to 
a married ſtate. At this advice the princeſs bluſh- 
ed, and her countenance exhibited at once the 
anxicty of doubt, the ſuffuſion of modeſty, and the 
ſweet ſerenity of hope. I know,' continued Apol- 
lonides, that prejudice would have concealed the 
truth, but your life is too valuable to all Perſia to 
riſk a further delay. It is a ſtate which affords 
ſatisfaction to the mind, and thereby animating 
the vital functions, invigorates the perſpiratory 


organs; and phyſicians adduce many examples 


of gout, epilepſy, and hyſterics, diſorders of the 


ſtomach, and morbid vigilance diſſipated by this 


change in the regimen of life. How many ex- 
amples have I not myſelf beheld of languiſhing 


and diſordered habits thus aſſuming new life and 


health, and exhibiting an animated and florid 
countenance, to which they were ſtrangers be- 


4 5 fore. 
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fore. Even thoſe young women who were ori: 
ginally plain and ordinary have ſuddenly acquired 
the roſy hue of health, and the gay intelligence 
of beauty. It is even aſſerted that a young 
woman of Sparta, who was moſt diſguſtingly 

ugly, haying the good fortune to marry, became 
ſo beautiful, that ſhe might have diſputed the 
prize with Helen herſelf. In a word, Apollo- 
nides ſo well maintained his argument, and 
urgedi it with ſuch winning ſoftneſs and ſuch ani- 


mated expreſſion, that the ſiſter and daughter of 


the firſt of monarchs, unable to reſiſt the love of 
life, adopted his advice, and ſank into the arms 
pf her phyſician and counſellor. 
In this caſe, however, the ſon of Xſculapius 
was miſtaken. The health of Amytis, like 
thoſe victims who are crowned with flowers be- 
fore they are led to be facrificed at the altar, con- 
tinually declined, and what he recommended as a 
cure only precipitated the effects of the diſorder. 
« The filent tears, the wild conſternation of 
all her relations and attendants, informed Amy- 


tis of the magnitude of the danger, and at 


length deſpair took poſſeſſion of her mind, which 
could not bear the idea of quitting life and 
all its enjoyments ſo ſoon. One of her women, 
endeavouring to flatter her vanity and amuſe her 
thought by ſpeaking of her ele vated rank and un- 
4 rivalled 
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rivalled ſplendor; Tes, replied the princeſs, 


Sf 5 to-day 1 am ſiſter of the greateſt of kings, and 


to-morrow, ſhall be blotted from exiſtence.” She 
attributed her approaching death to the pretended 
ſpecific of Apollonides, and in the wildneſs of 
her deſpair communicated the ſecret to her 
mother. Soon, however, ſhe repented of her 
indiſcretion, and ſolicited the pardon of the un- 
fortunate culprit. His pardon indeed was pro- 
miſed her, that the mind of the princeſs might 
be at eaſe; but the wounded pride of Darius 
could not forgive ſo great an inſult. The reſent- 
ment of Kings is implacable, and their Wang 
the bittereſt of curſes. - 

«The unfortunate Apollonides uche 
to be buried alive in a cave, and was conducted 
to priſon by a detachment of the guards called 
the Immortals. © O! my dear Apollonides 10! 
moſt worthy and affectionate of friends! what 
were thy ſenſations of horror at entering this 
tomb in which thou wert thus interred, 
where thy elevated mind, thy brilliant talents, 
thy extenſive erudition, were for ever loſt 
to mankind, and where thy life was to pay the 
forfeit of offended and indignant royalty! What 
rage and fury, what tears and fighs marked thy 
few miſerable hours of horror and deſpair ere 
thou ceaſed to exiſt in this _ of deſtruction ?* 
: When 


aT 


— 
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When Bion uttered theſe words, his ſobs over- 

powered and almoſt choaked his voice. We 

all wept ſympathetic tears, and a profound filence 

reigned throughout the hall. In the mean while, 
Bion having partly overcome his grief, continued 

his narration. The mouth of this horrid dun- 
geon having been cloſed with a large ſtone, a 
guard was ſet upon it while the ſun twice per- 

formed his daily courſe; till at length Amytis 
learned the puniſhment to which Apollonides 
was condemned. Her emotions of pity and 
concern determined her to put an end to the tor- 
ments of this unfortunate - phyſician, and to acce- 

lerate his death. Having therefore bribed the 
guards, ſhe ſent a man into the cave, bearing a 
Ump in one hand, and a cup of poiſon in the 


other. Apollonides was then lying on the earth, 


leaſt, I am ngt unbappy in all things. Tell 


wrapped up in his cloak, with ſcarcely a breath 
of life remaining. When he perceived the light, 
he made an effort to raiſe himſelf, and taking the 
cup, aſked whether Amytis were yet alive; Ves, 
replicd the bearer, * ſhe lives, and it is ſhe wha, 
afflicted at your misfortune, ſends you this poiſon 
to put a period to your miſery.” Apollonides 
thanked him with a ſilent motion of his head, and 
Fixing his eyes on him with tenderneſs, ſaid, 
© You have brought me good news. Now, at 


the 


'f 
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the princeſs, I thank her for her goodneſs,” 
Having thus ſpoken, he ſwallowed the poiſon, 
and again laid himſelf down upon his cloak fo 
feeble and emaciated, that he inſtantly expired. 
The tears and ſobs of Bion now redoubled, till 
at length he aroſe, and going up to the ſtatue of 
his friend, tenderly embraced it. To put an end 
to this affecting ſcene, I made a ſign to Phanor 
to play upon his lyre. He began by preluding 
in the chromatic mode invented by Timotheus, 
and by degrees paſſed on to a more lively and 
| Cheerful key, Theophania joined her melodious 
voice, and ſang a ſcolium of Bion. 


Time is ever on the wing, 

Ages but new ages bring ; 

Let us ſeize the paſſing day 

Fugitive as children's play, 

Taſting all the joys of health, 

Mutual love, and honeſt wealth 

So ſhall pleaſure ſmile around, 

And with tranſport life be crown'd. _ 


This faſcinating harmony diſpelled the gloom 
of ſadneſs that clouded the brow of our friend, 
and gaiety returned to gladden our converſa- 
tion. A ſporting party was agreed on for the 
next day, and we returned by moonlight over 

the 
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the peaceful ſurface of the lake. Soon after 
we landed, we entered the houſe, and, charmed 
with the pleaſures of the day, ſeparated for the 
night to enjoy ſweet repoſe and refreſhing 
'flcep. 11 f 1 | 
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C NAP N 


e of the t n n Sporting 


Party. 


Ne ſooner were Phanor and myſelf alone, than 
he began to ſpeak with ſo lively a warmth 
of intereſt of the beauty, the talents, and the 


graceful elegance of Theophania, that I began 
to be alarmed leſt he ſhould again be wounded 


with the ſhafts of Love. Indeed he confeſſed, 
himſelf, that my fuſpicions were but too well 


founded. * And what is become,” ſaid I, * of 


your attachment for Theano, whom you ſo lately 
adored? Where is now your deſpair and your 
averſion to life, and your Leucadian leap? 
«© They have vaniſhed,” replied he, © as the 
illuGons of the night fly before our waking 
ſenſes.” —<© And what,” continued I, “ will you 
do with your elegiac verſes?” — They will ſerve 
me,” ſaid he, © on ſome other occaſion, ſhould I 
ever be ſo inſenſate as a afflict myſelf for the in- 
fidelities of a woman.“ And beſides, what 
hope can you indulge ?”—* That of gaining her 
affections,” replied he; © for Bion is very old.” 

| — Yet,” 


— 
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Cc Yet,” faid I, “ he is very amiable ; and "A 
has told you himſelf that Anacreon made a con- 
queſt at eighty.” —* Of this,” anſwered Phanor, 
ec there may be juſt room to doubt; and beſides, 
ſuch a phenomenon canndt happen above once *. 
Love, like Fortune, favors the bold. I ſhall paſs 
this night in a poetical delirium, and compoſe 
verſes to my youthful divinity.” I endeavoured 


* Phanor was miſtaken. The Abbe de Chaulieu, wi | 
eighty years of age, was enamoured of Mademoiſelle de 
Launai, afterwards the celebrated Madame Staal, and was 
favorably received. He wrote her, in a OO letter, te 
following lines; 

* ,* Je ne voulus jamais devepir ton vainqueur ; 
Et ne comptant pour rien, dans Pardeur de te plaire, 
Du plaifir d'etre aime la douceur etrangere, 
Au ſeul plaifir d'aimer J'abandonne mon cœur. 


. "«« Heureux 3 2 qui le let donne une ame aſſez =" 
Pour pouvoir aiſement comprendre 
D'un amour malheureux quel <toit le bonheur; 
Tel que je crois qu'il devoit rendre 
Lee plus heureux amant jaloux de mon erreur.”” 


— 


I figh not for the empire of your heart, 
Or kind conſenting bluſhes on your cheek ; 
Tho? thus you ſoothe not love's delicious ſmart, 
© * Receive my love, *tis all the bliſs I ſeek. 


Happy the man, whoſe melting ſoul can fee! 
The tender joys from hapleſs love that flow; 
- Succeſsful paſſion, dooin'd no more to kneel, 
Would envy me this luxury of woe. | 
| co 


2 
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to diſſuade him, and urged him to ſuppreſs this 
new paſſion in the bud; but his ears were cloſed 
to the counſels of prudence, and he was deaf to 
_ . a and my advice. 

The next morning every one aroſe at KY felt 
dawn of day, and animated with the cool eriſp- 


neſs of the morning, we ſet off, each with a 
falcon on his hand, and repaired to a plain fur- 


rounded by hills. We firſt extended our nets on 


the ground, and then aſcended the riſing grounds, 


from which the ſight of the falcons, and their 
.. Cries, chaced all the feathered tribe. They at- 
tempted to find refuge on the plain, but no 
ſooner perceived the nets than they flew away in 
clouds. We then let fly our falcons, who in- 
ſtantly darted upon them, and Killed a conſider- 
able number. This diverſion gave us all great 
pleaſure, except Theophania, whoſe tender ſenſi- 
bility compaſſionated the poor e we de- 
ſtroyed. 

When we were ſufficiently reſted, Bion and 
myſelf accompanied Lacidas on his return home, 
while Phanor ſtopped to attend his charming 
Pſyche, and preſent her with his verſes. On the 


road I Joſt my purſe ; but fortunately miſſed 


it very ſoon, when Lacidas | obſerving . me to 
Expreſs ſome ſolicitude for its recovery, ſaid 


coldly, 
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coldly, “ Your purſe fell about twenty paces 
back, near a buſh where we ſtopped.” I imme- 
diately returned and found it, and then aſked La- 
cidas why he had not told me of it before. Be- 
cauſe,” faid he, © it is a matter of indifference.” 
At might to you,” ſaid I, * but not to me.” 
He juſtified himſelf, however, by relating to me 
5 that Pyrrho, ſeeing his maſter Anaxarchus fall 
Into a ditch, purſued his way without even giving 
him his hand. He continued to harangue us on © 
this happy indolence of the ſoul, this ataraxia 
which governs our opinions, and on the matrio- 
pathia which regulates our paſſions *., Bion ſmiled 
| at 


® This ataraxy of the ſceptic philoſophers ſomewhat reſem- 
bles the quietiſm, or #xizive /ife of Molinos. This man was a 
| | Spaniſh prieſt, who pretended, that by means of a ſeries of ex- 
*® purgations, we arrive at a ſtate of perfection, and identify our- 
ſelves with God, who is then the ſole object of our contempla · 
tion; that then the ſoul acts no more, thinks no more, defires 
no more, and no longer receives any impreſſion from material 
objects; ſo that all the faculties being abſorbed by contem- 
plation, it can no longer be diſtracted by any thing that paſſes 
in the body. In this ſtate it no longer needs either prayers, 
or hymne, or vows ; for prayers, where the ſpirit labours, and 
the mouth opens, are the lot of the weak and the imperfect: 
the ſoul of the ſaint is, as it were, laid in the boſom and be- 
tween the arms of its God, where, without waking any mo- 
tion, or exerting any action, it waits and receives the divine 
graces. It then becomes happy; and quitting the exiſtenee 
it had before, is now changed, transformed, and as it were 
ſenk 
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at this metaphyſical jargon, and faid to his friend, 
with an air of gaiety, © I am now come a good 
way from home, and I muſt therefore quit you. 
Adieu, my dear Lacidas, let me often have the 
pleaſure that accompanies your appearance, and 
let me ſometimes indulge in the agreeable dream 


that I am in your company.” Thus ſaying, we 
embraced, and took leave of each other for ever. 


As Bion and myſelf returned,. we converſed 
on the ſubject of his friend, and the philoſophical 
indifference with which he ſuffered me to loſe my 
| purſe. He is quite an anomalous animal,” ſaid 
Bion, © and is infatuated with the abſurd ſyſtem 
of ſcepticiſm, which, in the eyes of that ſe, 
renders even their own exiſtence doubtful. Yet, 
notwithſtanding the errors of this wrong-headed 
hypotheſis, he is full of probity and honour, and 
his ſoul is generous and noble. A friend hav- 
Ing once borrowed ſome plates and diſhes, he 


obſtinately refuſed to receive them again ; and - 


jr "IO "I — 
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ſunk and ſwallowed up in the divine being, inſomuch as not to 


Enoy or perceive that it is diſtin from God himſelf. It is even 


of little conſequence ſhould the inferior part abandon itſelf to 
the moſt inordinate exceſſes, provided the ſuperior remain 
concentrated in the Deity. Madame Guyon, and even Fenelon 
have adopted ſome of the ideas of this myſtic quietiſm, 
though they have both rejected the moſt diſguſting of its ab- 
ſurdities. 
VOL. II. ; 2 Ac 
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at a period of his life, when his affairs were in 
2 bad ſtate, declined a conſiderable ſum of 
money offered him by Attalus, king of Perga- 
mus, to come and reſide at his court, ſaying, 

; that the ſimilitude of a king 9 50 _ to bf 
viewed at a cine 


'IN "GREECE AND ASIA, 51 


N e H A f II. 
Reſult of Phanor*s Amour with Theopbana 


x our retui to Bion s, I found Phanor quite 
O. in ecſtaſies; for he had finiſhed his ode to 
T heophania, and had preſented it to her. 
« Well,” ſaid I, *“ and did ſhe accept it ?” — 

« She received it,” replied my friend, * at firſt 

with baſhfulneſs; but afterwards ſhe was more 
| confident, and gave me ſome hopes of an anſwer.” 
. I congratulated him on his ſucceſs, although I 
placed no great reliance on his expectations: 
but towards evening he came to me, wild with 
Joy ; and, laughing at my doubts and my credu- 
lity, ſhewed me ſome charming verſes which he 
had juſt received from the lovely Pfyche. His 
praiſe was far from exaggerated, for the verſes 
were full of poetical beauty and tender ſentiment, 
and I agreed with Phanor, that the ſcholar at 
leaſt equalled her maſter, * Oh!” cried he, 
« Bion is far from poſſeſſing the ſweet native 
ſimplicity, or the inimitable graces that breathe 
throughout theſe elegant verſes. Not even Co- 
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rinna or Sappho have ever compoſed any ſo 
delicate or ſo faſcinating. Tis Erato herſelf that 
has inſpired them. Ah! how this enchanting 
talent adds to the ſtrength of my paſſion! 
Never, never did 1 love with ſuch cr 
ardour !”” 
Convinced that the palm of ory would 
ſpeedily crown him, he ſolicit@ an aſſignation 
in other verſes which was promiſed him in three 
days by a further effuſion of the Muſe, that being 
the time fixed for Bion to go to Amphiſla, 
I was aftoniſhed-at this facility of Theopha- 
nia, and ſeyerely cenſured her ingratitude to fo 
amiable and ſo generous a lover, while Phanor 
conſidered this preference as a proof of her 
tender ſenſibility, and of a noble and generous 
heart. Theſe three days paſſed like ſo many 
ages. At length, however, the happy period 
arrived. The place of appointment was the 
dairy, and Bion was no ſooner departed, than 
Phanor repaired thither on the tiptoe of love | 
and expectation. 
SGcarcely had he left me, before I erb 
Bion return with a troop of young perſons of 
both ſexes, adorned with chaplets of herbs and 
flowers, and bearing torches, flutes, cymbals, 
ſiſtra, and the nuptial torch. He immediately 


faid to me, Come, and follow me, which I 
did 


— — 
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did full of wonder and aſtoniſhment, We went 
directly to the dairy, and the wile proceſſion 
ſtopped before the door. The coryphæus gave 
the ſignal, and they all ſang the following epi- 
thalamium in full chorus, which Bion had com- 
poſed for the. occaſion : 


EPITHALSMI UM. 


Venus, fair queen of Gods above, 

Cupid, thou mighty power of love, 

And Hymen, bland, by beaven defign'd 

The fruitful ſource of human kind, 

To you, as to the lyre I ſing, 

Flows honour from the ſounding ſtring : * 
Propitious to the numbers prove, 

O ! Venus, Hymen, god of love 

View, gentle youth, with rapture view 

This blooming bride, ordain'd for you; 2 

Riſe quick, and feaſt on all her charms, 

Leſt, like a bird, ſhe fly your arms. 

O! happy youth! by Venus bleſt, 

But happier on thy Pſyche's breaſt, 

© See how the fair one, ſweetly coy, 

All ſoft confuſion, meets the joy , 

Blooming as health, freſh as May flowers, 

And bright as radiant noon-tide hours! 

Of all the flowers upon the piains, 

The roſe, unmatch'd in beauty, reigns; 

Thy Pſyche thus in charms excels, 

She ſhines the roſe among the belles: 

O, may bleſt youth, the God of day 

The pleaſing toils of Love ſurvey, 

And may a beauteous blooming boy 

Crown your ſoft vows with laſting joy i Fawxrrs. 
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When this performance was concluded, Bion 
entered at the head of his gay troop, and every 
one preſented a chaplet to Phanor, whoſe coun+ 
tenance was crimſoned over with confuſion aud 
embarraſſment, while Theophania crowned him 
with her own hands. We then walked abroad in 
the country, and the hymeneal torch was carried 
before Phanor, while a woman of mature age 
walked beſide Theophania, and filled the office 
of mother and of paranymph * Thus accom- 
panied by muſic and hymeneal ſongs, we arrived 
at the wood, where we danced beneath the fo- 
liage. I laughed heartily at Phanor's embar- 
raſſment, and the mild and ingenious revenge 
of Bion, The dance gave place to a ſuperb rural 
feaſt, and the pretended bride and bridegroom 
were placed beſide each other, while the epitha- 
lamium was again repeated. Theophania then 
ſang a charming ſonnet, analagous to the occa- 
ſion, compoſed alſo by Bion. 


Let the favour'd lover prove 
Ever faithful to his love, 

Let him daily find new charms 
In his fair one's Sg arms; 


* —_ * 4th 1 Ad. 


—— — 


* The * of the a was to do the honours of 
the day, to give the neceſſary orders for the conduct of the 
feaſt and other amuſements, and to guard the door of the 
apartment in which was the nuptial bed, 

| CAE Let 
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Let the languid plaintive ſigh | 
Win che coyeſt of the co; 
But when love's ſupremely blefs'd, * 

Silence 1 is of faith the 1 


This feaſt, which was very long, very gay; 
and very agreeable, excepting to the hero of the 
day, was again ſucceeded by dancing, till night 
interrupted our amuſements, and diſperſed the 
company. When all the ſtrangers were with- 
drawn, Bion congratulated Phanor on his mar- 
riage, adding that Theophania would excuſe rhe 
reſt of the ceremony, and then ſaluting us po- 
litely, they took their leave, and retired arm m 


arm. 
Being now alone, I fixed my eyes ſome time 
on Phanor without uttering a word. His face 
was covered with ſhame and vexation ; he 
ſeemed abſent, and bit his lips with chagrin. 
« Well,” faid I at length, Jos muſt-confeſs - 
Bion has given us a charming feſtival, and made 
us paſs a moſt pleaſant day ! On the con- 
trary,” replied he ; © I thought it very long and 
very inſipid.“— You have burned your 
fingers, ſaid I, © in this enterpriſe; you ſeem 
much piqued,” — I confeſs it,” ſaid he; © I 
am inſulred ; this pleaſantry is deteſtable.”— 


By no means,” replied I, & your rival has re- 
E 4 venged 
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venged himſelf like a man of talents that 
knows the world, and frequents the firſt ſo- 
ciety. I am leſs angry with him,” returned 
he, © than with the treacherous coquette, who 
has betrayed me. — “ She has acted,” faid I, 
te as ſhe ought. Doubtleſs ſhe ſhewed him 
- your verſes, and Bion has amuſed himſelf at your 

expence by anſwering them in her name. You 
thought them, I remember, far ſuperior to thoſe 
of Corinna and of Sappho ! Bion never had the 


| ſweet native ſimplicity and inimitable graces of 


ſtyle they poſſeſs. Thus you ſee how our 
- prejudices influence our opinions and our judg- 
ments. Shall we ſtay here a few days longer?” 


No; by Bacchus!“ returned he. * ſhould 


make a very ſilly figure. We will fer off to- 
morrow morning at day- break. Agreed,“ 
ſaid I, © let us go and take leave of our friends.” 
Phanor refuſed to ſee them any more, till I re- 
preſented the indecency of ſetting off without 
thanking them for their kindneſs and hoſpitality. 
At length he yielded to my reaſoning, but ſtill 
+ refuſed to ſee Theophania, againſt whom he felt 


his blood boil with indignation, The worthy | 
Bion ſhewed great concern at our ſpeedy depar- 


ture, and begged pardon of Phanor for the joke he 


had a off upon him, declaring, it aroſe leſs 
| from 


tm nc Aub A8 4. if 


from a deſtre revenge than of convincing him | 


that he ought to keep his amours within the 
bounds of reaſon, of prudence, and of honoug 


He then took leave of us, politely ſoliciting our 


company the next morning at breakfaſt. 


F 
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CH A P. II. "I : 
Breakfaf. — Philoſophy. — 4 FRA n 
W aroſe with the ſun, and were no ſooner 

ſeated at table, thin Theophania en- 
tered, with a laughing air, bringing milk and 
fruit in both her hands. She begged Pha- 
nor's pardon for the infidelity with which ſhe 
had treated his attentions, and acknowledged, 
that as ſhe had never been accuſtomed to fre- 
quent the groves of Parnaſſus, ſhe had been 
obliged to Bion for her poetical replies. Pha- 
nor, who was now appeaſed by the good-na- 
tured ſweetneſs and eaſy gaiety of this amiable 
girl, threw himſelf at her feet, humbly ſolicited | 
her forgiveneſs, and promiſed that he would ex- 
piate his crime by an eternal remembrance of -. 
the adorable Pſyche. | 
After this ſubmiſſion from Phanor, mutual con- 
fidence and friendſhip again returned to cheer the 
countenances of all our little party, and enliven 
our repaſt, Bion in particular was uncommonly 
amiable and attentive. Struck with the pleaſ- 


ing cheerfulneſs of his manners, I told him I 


believed him to be the happieſt of mankind. 
« Yes,” 
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* Yes,” replied he, © perhaps I am, notwith- 
ſtanding the maxim of Solon, which ſays, bat 


uo man can be declared happy till the laſt moment of 


his life. Let us brave the phantoms of ſu- 
perſtition, and death will loſe all its horrors. I 
am happy becauſe I never act at variance with 
my character and diſpoſition; but live in retire- 
ment, and employ my mind to render that re- 
tirement intereſting and inſtructive. Thus I 
am neither influenced by an inſatiable deſire of 
fame, nor can avarice, ambition, and the 
buſy paſſions of mankind any longer find ac- 
ceſs to my ſoul, or trouble my repoſe. Thus 


all my deſires are at harmony with my means of 


gratification; I do as much good as is in my 
power; and beneficence and liberality are to me 
a grateful and delicious perfume that waft back 
their. odours to him who gave them birth. 
+ The day will ſoon arrive, when I muſt quit 


theſe happy ſcenes, theſe peaceful ſhades, my 


well ſelected books, and my lovely Plyche, who 
is the chief ornament of all I poſſeſs. Alas! 


when the idea of that heart-rending ſeparation 
preſents itſelf, I reflect upon it for a few mo- 


ments, it is truc ; but in lieu of ſuffering it to 
depreſs my mind, I exclaim, Ler us enjoy life 
while its glimmering taper yet continues to 
burn!” He then addreſſed himſelf to his 
Pſyche, and ſaid, Alas! "tis you who will cloſe 


my 


aw ww 
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my eyes, and receive my departing breath! 
When ybu perceive my foul about to take its 
flight, ah! detain it for a moment by the feet 
ſound of your lyre. Play that charming air of 
which I am ſo fond, and perhaps I ſhall die with 
' pleaſure: Thus,” continued he, © you perceive 
happineſs is not one of thoſe illuſive ideas reſem- 
bling the fruits of Tantalus that we can never taſte. 
Our deſtiny is in general placed in our own © 
hands, and it is too often unjuſtly that we accuſe 
the gods of our misfortunes.” —< But all men,” 
faid I, “are not fo fortunate as to have a fine 
country houſe, a conſtant flow of health, a beau- 
tiful miſtreſs, brilliant talents, and amiable 
manners.” —* Do you know,” faid he, © the 
anecdote of Gyges, king of Lydia? It is ſaid, 
that being deſirous to know whether any man 
were happier than himſelf, he conſulted an oracle, 
and received for anſwer, that Aglaus was happier 
than the king. This man, who was the pooreſt 
of the Arcadian ſhepherds, had never quitted 
his native plains, which he qultivated with his 
own hands, and lived contented on the pro- 
duce- of his labour. But I will ſhow you to-day 
a man whoſe happineſs is ſtill more ſurpriſing, 
becauſe its ſources are more confined. He has 
not even a plethron of land, and has loſt the uſe 
of both ny legs; yet he lives contented with his 
lot, 


— — — 
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lot, and happy in his indigence. His dwelling 

is not far: I will accompany you thither.“ 
Pſyche offered to join us, and we all ſer off to- 

gether. „ et ien e £ 4A, 
Our excurſion was very pleaſant. 3 re. 
lated a variety of anecdotes on the road, and 
Phanor ſang his elegy on Theano: We rallied 
him on his late marriage, which had deceived 
his expectations, and he joined in our pleaſantry 
with great good- humour, till at length we ar 
rived in high ſpirits at the miſerable hovel of a 
happy being. We there ſaw a man of a healthy 
and florid camplexion, but covered with rags, 
and ſquatting on his hearth, tending a pot which 
ſtood over ſome burning wood. He received us 
with a ſmiling and cheerful air: and Bion preſently 
pointed out to us that he was deprived of the uſe 
of his legs, and told us, that having been para- 
lytic from his infancy, he could only walk upon 
his knees. In this ſmoky hut he lived quite 
alone. When 1 aſked him whether he was 
cooking ſome meat? he replied, © that the con- 
tents of the pot were only roots; for that, ſaid 
he, „ is all my lender purſe will afford.“ 
e Then, what,“ ſaid I, “ are your means of 
ſupport. . The produce, replied he, “of 
my own labour. I make baſkets, - and ſmall 
utenſils of wood.“ —** And that ſupplies you,“ 
6 ſaid 
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faid I, © with necefſaries, and makes you con- 
tented and happy ?''—* As happy,” replied he, 
«as a king, eſpecially when I have work to 
do.. At leaſt this little dwelling,” ſaid I, 
« ig no doubt your own ?”—< That,” anſwer- 
ed he, “ would be too great a happineſs. No; 
a friend has lent it me.” — Do you ever go 
out? 1 aſked. Very rarely,” returned he, 
« for I am obliged to drag myſelf through the 
dirt, or over the ſtones, and beſides, I could 
not go any great diſtance.” —* But are you not 
ſometimes tired,” ſaid I, © of this ſolitary and de- 
ſerted way of life?“ . Never ** No 
doubt,” continued I, „ you can read and 
write ??P—< ] wiſh/I could,” returned he, & but 
I do as well, perhaps, without.“ . Have you 
no fear, I aſked, „in this lonely and remote 
ſpot, living entirely alone, and thus impotent 
and without defence ??'—< Fear !” returned he, 
« of what? I have nothing to loſe ; and thieves, 
like ferrets, ſmell out their prey wherever it is 
concealed; but they keep far away from the 
huts and hovels of us poor folks.“ How old 
are n ſaid J. He replied that he was forty- 
ſour.— And have you always,” continued I, 
« beeg thus lame and indigent.” —< Always,” re- 
turned he; * but thanks to the gods, 95 F 8 


appetite nor work have. hitherto failed me.“ 
| I could 
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I could ſcarcely ceaſe queſtioning this philoſo- 


pher of nature, whoſe wiſdom ſeemed to me fo 
far ſuperior to that of Pythagoras, and even of 
Zeno. After ſeveral more inquiries, we aſked 
him whether we could render him any ſervice, 
and whether he had any thing to requeſt of us ? 
« Nothing,” faid he, © but work; that is all 1 
want.“ Bion promiſed to ſupply him, and 
wie offered him ſome money, which at firſt he 
poſitively refuſed, till Bion ſaid, «You give me 
pain by thus rejecting what is offered you with 
pleaſure,” Come then,” ſaid he, © I will ac- 
cept it, for I perceive you are worthy people, 
who give from benevolence, and not from 
oſtentation.“ 

Mou now perceive,” ſaid Bion, after we had 
left this hovel, © in what corners Happineſs hides 
herſelf ! How many of the affluent and great, how 
many kings and princes are their own diſturbers 


and tormentors in the midſt of their grandeur and 


their pleaſures, while this indigent cripple, who 
is deprived of all ſociety, and thus inſulated 
from the world, is contented with his lot, and 
enjoys uninterupted happineſs! O, ye Gods! 
Here then do I perceive your juſtice, your 

bounty, and your undeviating benevolence !” 
This, alas! was the period of our ſeparation ; 
we embraced our kind hoſts in the moſt affec- 
| tionate 
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tionate manner, and Phanor could ſcarcely per- 
ſuade himſelf to part from his adorable Theo- 
phania: till at length he quitted her for a mo- 
ment, then came back, renewed his une 
adieus, and tore himſelf away. 
| To complete the hiſtory of Bion, I ſhall in 
this place inſertthe account of his death, of which 
I was not informed till forty years after, in con- 
ſequence of a very unexpected incident. 


= 
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CHAP 


Meetin g of Theophania and Antenor after an in- 


terval of forty years. 


P the courſe of my travels, happening to paſs 
1 near the temple of Juno, on the road from 


Phaleron to Athens, I determined to pay it a 
viſit. The plan of this building is very ſingular, 
being formed by columns without walls, and 
open on every ſide. Its appearance brought to 
my mind the elegant banqueting-room in the 
iſland of friendſhip, at Bion's villa, built nearly 
on the ſame plan, though it was forty years ſince 
J had ſeen it. This ſweet remembrance ren- 
dered the edifice ſtill more pleaſing, and I could 


not help feeling a kind of heartfelc attachment 


to it, when ſuddenly I perceived an old woman 
fix her eyes on me very attentively, and there- 
fore I examined her countenance in my turn. 


Notwithſtanding the alteration in her appear- 
ance made by the rude hand of Age, I thought I. 


recollected her features, and perceived that ſhe 
had the remains of a moſt lovely perſon. My 
reflections trod back the irremeable path of 


VOL, If, F | Time, 
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Time, like a traveller examining the ruins ol 
ſome venerable temple, and beholding with ad- 
miration the magnificence of -the ages that are 
gone. He ſees a few of its ſtately columns 
| ſupporting a maſſy fragment of rich cornice, 
and exclaims with enthuſiaſm, © How beautiful, 
how majeſtic a pile ! what a fad misfortune no 
more of it ſhould remain!“ By degrees we 
drew nearer, ſtill obſerving each other attentively, 
and ſtill advancing ſtep. by ſtep. We continued 
ſome minutes ſilent; till at length I ſaid to her, 1 
believe we have formerly been acquainted, though 
perhaps at ſome very diſtant time and place.“ 
ce Yes, indeed,” replied ſhe, «© your countenance 
ſtruck me as that of one I had known. You, 
have the ſame features, the ſame tone. of voice, 
and the ſame perſon.” While ſhe ſaid this, ſhe 
ſurveyed: me from head to foot. Yes,” faid 
ſhe, © the reſemblance is complete. You are 
certainly the. ſon of Antenor.“—“ That,” re- 
plied: I, “is my name, but I have no ſon, and 
aſſuredly you never knew my father.“ You 
Antenor !” rejoined ſne, © it is impoſlible ! Om 
« Yet,” ſaid I, © it is true.“ Do you then,” 
ſaid ſhe, © remember Bion and Theophania,” — 
28 Ah! now,” returned I, © I remember you. 
You are Theophamia.” Upon this we em- 
braced each other * and then quitted the 
temple, 
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temple, that we might converſe more freely. 1 
overpowered her with queſtions, and ſhe aſked 
me as many; but ſhe could. not forget her 
ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment at my youthful ap- 
pearance and florid complexion. She doubted 
whether I was a god, or one of the genii-with | 
whom Plato has peopled the heavens. I aſſured 
her I was a mere mortal, who it ſeemed had 
been deſtined, or rather, perhaps, condemned 
to exceed the common ſpan of human life. 
* And do you not find my appearance,” ſaid ſhe, 
ce much altered? .“ You appear,” faid I, as 
| amiable as at twenty years old.“ This anſwer. 
was rather evaſive, but the old lady ſeemed to be 
ſatisfied with it; and I immediately aſked her how 
long Bion had lived after my viſit to him. She 
told me he had lived thirteen years, always gay 
and amiable as ever, and always occupied with 
the care of his flocks, of herſelf, and of his poetry: 
« He gave no ſigns,” continued ſhe, © of de- 
clining genius, except by the abundance of his 
verſes ; for the older he grew the more prolific 
was his muſe. It is true his latter productions 
were inodorous flowers or taſteleſs fruits, and 
the moſt paſſable of his verſes were thoſe he 
compoſed ſhortly before his death. He reſem- 
| bled a lamp, which immediately before it goes 
out, ſeems to recover all its luſtre, and ſheds a 
| F 2 momentary 
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momentary gleam of unexpected ſplendor. I 
will repeat them to you; for they will never be 
effaced from my Memory: 


Ray divine ! immortal ſoul ! 

Thou, who art of man the whole, 
Soon ſhalt quit this mortal form, 
Flying life's unceaſing ſtorm ; - 
Hence to Pluto's realms to go, 

And thy earthly actions ſhew. 
What canſt thou to Pluto ſay, 

Forc'd his ſummons to obey ? 

When the ſov*reign Judge ſhall aſk 
How thou haſt diſcharg'd thy taſk, 
What thy deeds on earth above, 
How canſt thou thy virtue prove? 


Then ſhalt thou, with conſcious joy, 
To the ſov*reign Judge reply, ö 
« Faithfully to thee I tell, 
Minos, arbiter of hell, 

All that J have thought or done 
Till my earthly race was run, 
While a human ſhape I wore 
On the happy Grecian ſhore : 


% Once a ſtoic gravel ſeem'd, 
And of ſhunning pleaſure dream'd : 
Waking ſoon, I wiſer grew, 
- And to Epicurus flew ; 
Acting right or acting wrong, 
Paſſion urging me along, 
Good or evil thus I did, 
Juſt as inborn Natore bid, 
But from malice I was pure, 
Nor to vice did gain allure, 
| Whirl'd 
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Whirl'd about by wind and tide, 
Chance was oft my only guide, 
Thus does chance the ſoul incline, 
Though the ſoul be all divine, 
Reaſon's dictates to purſue, 

And our paſſions to ſubdue, 

Or to Folly weakly yield 

Reaſon's ſceptre and her ſhield ; 
While the ſoul, to body join'd, 
*Priſoning the heaven-born mind, 
Like a lifeleſs baſe machine, 

Still obeys the ſprings within, 
Panting for high-ſounding fame, 
Next a poet I became; 

Vanity, and not the Muſe, 
Tow*rds Parnaſſus bent my views, 
Bid me, een at eighty, dare 
Still to court the youthful fair— 
Bid me ſtrive to pleaſe mankind 
And my brow with laurels bind. 
Yet, alas! by earth and heaven, 
I had faults to be forgiven : | 
Idle, obſtinate, and warm, 

Sport of paſſion's ſudden ſtorm ; 
But of all my faults the worſt, 
And for which, perhaps, I'm curſt, 
Pleaſure I with ardour lov'd, 
Pleaſure all my paſſions mov'd. 
Bacchus gay, and Venus fair, 
(Pleaſure fill my only care,) 


Each, by turns, my blood inflam'd, 
Each my yielding weakneſs claim'd ; 


O'er my ſenſes, drunk with joy, 
Pouring charms that never cloy, 
Not to drink, or not to love, 


Worſe, far worſe than death would prove, 


This, perhaps, may here offend : 
| 25 
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But if gods to man attend, 
Where they plant the bluſhing roſe, 
Why ſhould man his eye-lids cloſe ? 


« Minos, juſt, and good, and great! 
Pity man's imperfect ſtate ; 

Think when virtue is our aim, 

Sin itſelf may pardon claim *.“ 


This amiable poet, alas! is dead, He ex- 
pired almoſt in my arms, amidft his bleating 
| flocks. When he perceived that his laſt hour 
was come, he requeſted me to play one of his 
favourite airs. I ſaw a ray of pleaſure once more 
animate his livid countenance as he liſtened 
to it, and with the laſt expiring chords of my 
cithara his ſoul took its flight, and left him a 


* Thus the Emperor Adrian, juſt before he expired, com- 
poſed the following lines to his ſoul : 


Animula, vagula, blandula, | 
Hoſpes, comeſque corporis, 
Quæ nunc abibis in loca? 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula ? 
Nec, ut ſoles, dabis joca. 
This has been happily imitated by Prior : 
Poor, little, pretty, fluttering thing, 
Muſt we no longer live together ? 
And doſt thou prune thy trembling wing 
To take thy flight thou know'R not whither |! 
Thy humourous vein, tby pleaſing folly, 
Lies all neglected, all forgot; 
And penſive, wavering, melancholy, 
Thou dread'ſt and hopiſt thou know ſt not what. 
lifeleſs 
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lifeleſs corpſe. A rumour was ſpread that he 
died by a poiſoned herb ; in alluſion to which 
Moſchus exclaims in his clegy o on the death of 
his friend : 


O! hapleſs Bion l poiſon was thy fate; 

'The baneful poiſon circumſcribed thy date : 
How could fell poiſon cauſe effect ſo ſtrange, 
Touch 15 ſweet lips and not to honey change? 


Fawx Es. 


I engraved on his tomb an Worb. which he 
had himſelf written for the purpoſe : 

Here lies Bion, who paſſed eighty-three years 
upon the earth, but lived only fifteen *, 


„ Civilis, a Roman ſenator in the time of Trajan, 
gave up his various offices, and retired into the country 
when fixty-nine years of age, and ſeven years before his 
death, He cauſed the following fentence to be inſcribed 
upon his tomb; I have continued ſeventy-/ix years upon the earth, 
and have only lived ſeven, The Chancellor de 1˙Höpital, when 
in retirement, wrote as follows : I was ignorant of the 
powerful charms and pleaſures of a rural life, I have ſtayed 
till my hair is turned grey before I have learnt in what con- 
dition true happineſs is found. In vain would Nature have 
bid me love tranquillity and repoſe, had not Heaven be- 
held me with a pitying eye, and diſencumbered me from 
thoſe ſhackles, which without that friendly aid I ſhould, per- 
haps, never have been able to burſt, If any one imagines I 
thought myſelf happy even at the period when Fortune ap- 
peared permanently attached to me, or that I deplore 
the loſs of her ſplendid honours, he muſt be a total ſtranger 
to the feelings of my heart!” 

| F 4 When 
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When this decayed beauty, this once ſeducing 


Pſyche had thus concluded her tale, ſhe was 


obliged to leave me. Her car was waiting for 


her, and we parted for ever. 


————_ 


When we had ſeparated from Bion and his 


amiable companion, Phanor would not ſuffer me 


to ſpeak of any other object than the too charming 
Pſyche, whom he ſwore to love throughout the 
whole of his exiſtence. © I remember,” ſaid I, 
ce you ſwore the ſame to the beautiful Theano.” 
wc Ah!” cried he, © talk of her no more: 
how infinitely ſuperior is this divinity to that 


_ fickle and ungrateful coquette !'”—* True,” re- 


turned I ; © ſhe may be ſo to-day, becauſe ſhe 


is your laſt flame ; but we ſhall ſoon, perhaps, 

meet with ſome other beauty who will eclipſe the 

"charms of this enchanting leducer of your 
heart!“ 


Thus we converſed of Bion, of Lacidas, and 
of our amours, till we arrived at the celebrated 
town of Delphi. 
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CHAP EI 


The Oracle of Delphi. Deſcription of the Town 
and Temple, Prodigies.— Anecdotes, 


0 town of Delphi is ſituated on the acelivity 
of Mount Parnaſſus, where it has the ap- 
pearance of an amphitheatre. In the diſtance 
is the temple of Apollo Pythius, built on a 
mountain, which is covered with ſtatues of 
bronze, moſtly plated with gold, whoſe dazzling 
ſplendor reſembles a mountain of fire. We learnt 
that the Pythia only propheſied once a month, 
on certain days eſteemed lucky and auſpicious “. 

Me took up our abode in the houſe of a very 
pious and very credulous man, named Amyntor. 
He aſſured us the oracles of Apollo were infalli- 
ble, and told us the ſtory of Crœſus king of Ly- 
dia, who at the ſame time ſent perſons to Del- 
phi and to fix other oracles to inquire what he was 
doing at Sardis on a certain day and hour, that 


* At firſt the Pythia propheſied once a year, namely, on 
the ſeventh day of the. firſt month of ſpring, which was 
called Apollo's birth-day. Afterwards ſhe was inſpired once 
a month, though only on, particular days, the reſt being 
conſidered unfit for the exerciſe of her ſacred office, | 


he 
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he might judge of their credibility by their an- 
ſwers. That of Delphi replied as follows: 

od Feyw apps v ahbe x) puerge lakaoon's 

Kai xwP2 ounnp'y % & Porvileg ax2w 

Odun t eg Operas nds xpolaigivoc xerums 
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I count the ſands, I meaſure out the ſea, 

The dumb I hear, the filent ſpeak to me. 

A tortoiſe and a lamb together ſeeth, 

Plac'd between brafs above and braſs beneath. 


This anſwer being carried back to the king, 
he was very much ſtruck with the omniſcience 
of the God, and confeſſed that on the day and at 
the hour appointed, wiſhing to do ſomething very 
fingular and extraordinary, he had employed 
himſelf in boiling a tortoiſe and a lamb in a 
brazen kettle, with a cover of the ſame metal. 
Another time the king conſulted the oracle re- 
lative to the deſtiny of his ſon, a young man of 
otherwiſe promiſing talents, but unfortunately 
dumb from his birth. The Pythia rephed, 
Fool that thou art, wiſh not to hear the voice of thy 
child, for when he ſhall begin to ſpeak, thy misfor- 
tunes will commence. This prophecy proved too 
true. On the day when Sardis was taken, a ſol- 
dier fell with fury, ſword in hand, on Creœſus, 
who, diſheartened with his ill-fortune, and diſ- 

guſted 


— — 
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guſted with life, made but a feeble reſiſtance. 
On ſeeing his father in danger, the young prince 
was ſo much terrified, that making a grand effort 
to ſpeak, he cried out, « Soldier ! kill not Crœ- 
ſus!” Theſe were his firſt words; after which 
he enjoyed the faculty of ſpeech during the re- 
mainder of his life, But the moſt aſtoniſhing 
oracle was that relative to the deſtruction of the 
Gauls under the command of Brennus. That 
barbarous general, having made an irruption 
into Phocis, and beat the Grecian army, march- 
ed ſtraight to Delphi ; the inhabitants of which, 
alarmed at the impending danger, conſulted the 
oracle, and received for anſwer, that they had no 
cauſe to fear. In fact fo it proved: for they 
ſpeedily received ſuccours, and gave battle to 
the enemy. At the moment of combat, Apollo 
manifeſted his rage againſt the barbarians, and 
the earth ſhook beneath their feet, and threat- 
ened to ſwallow up the whole camp. Lighten- 
ings darted acroſs the darkened atmoſphere, and 
loud claps of thunder followed each other with 
increaſing rapidity, and a dreadful craſh. It 
often fell among the enemy, and with a burning 
exhalation reduced both the ſoldiers and their 
arms to duſt, The Greeks thought they beheld. 
the angry forms of their ancient heroes riding 
in 
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in the air, animating the courage of the 
Delphians, and fighting for them againſt the 
 Gauls. The night was ftill more fatal: a very 
heavy fall of ſnow occaſioned a moſt rigorous 
cold, and as if all the elements conſpired in their 
deſtruction, large fragments of rock detached 
from Mount Parnaſſus fell upon their camp, and 
killed thirty or forty men at a time. The Pho- 
- clans took advantage of this diſorder, attacked 
them, and eaſily put them to fight. 

Amyntor was ſo fully convinced of the truth 
of theſe prodigies, that to have expreſſed the 
. leaſt doubt of the facts he related, would have 

given him the moſt ſerious offence, The 
morning after our arrival, he conducted us to 
the temple . He told us on the way that the 
firſt temple erected to Apollo was formed of 
laurel branches cut from the plains of Tempe. 
and forming a kind of hut. To this ſucceeded 
an edifice of copper, which was afterwards ſwal. 
lowed up by the earth. At length the Am- 
phictyons ordered it to be re-built with ſtone in | 


its preſent form, by the architects Agamedes and 


Trophonius, The approach to it conſiſts of 


The temples of the ancients conſiſted of a vaſt walled in- 
cloſure, within which were -race grounds, groves, pools of 
water, and ſometimes a dwelling for the prieſts, beſides the 
ſanQuary, or temple itſelf, into the innermoſt part of which 


(Avro or ArazxrTopor) the prieſts alone were admitted. 
four 
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four avenues of plane-trees, and the number 
of ſtatues that adorn it is immenſe. We found 
all the gods, demigods, and heroes of Greece 
executed by the greateſt maſters, while ſtatues 
of Athletæ, of horſes, and of victories oc- 
cupy the remainder of this extenſive incloſure. 
Among theſe innumerable works of art we were 
chiefly ſtruck with the figures of Codrus and Mil- 

tiades. | | N 
The temple is a ſquare edifice of very fine 
| ſtone, one of the ſides of which is appropriated 
to the reſidence of the prieſts, and 1n the centre 
is the ſtatue of Apollo. The entrance is of 
marble of Paros, over which is that celebrated 
inſcription of the philoſopher Solon, Know 
thyſelf * 

At the entrance of the temple are two mad 
fountains, one of which is called the fountain of 
Caſtalis, whoſe pure and refreſhing waters ruſh 
in foaming caſcades down the fides of the moun- 
tain. Theſe fountains ſupply two: capacious 
baſins, wherein the prieſts, and thoſe who are de- 
ſirous of conſulting the oracle, waſh and puriſy 
themſelves. The veſtibule is decorated with the 
moſt precious pictures, and a great number of 
vaſes of every variety of form; ſome containing 
luſtral water, while others are filled with mixtures 


* IT vol; Trauler | 


of 
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of wine and water, for libations. The pious 
Amyntor pointed out to us ſeveral ſentences 
inſcribed on the columns, and among others, Let 
no one enter unleſs bis hands are pure. They 
mean full, ſaid Phanor, in a low whiſper, 
As it was yet very early in the morning, we 
found no one in the temple, except a ſolitary 
prieſt, who had charge of the building, and was 
ſweeping it with a branch of laurel cut from the 
neighbourhood of the Caftalian fountain. One 
of the prieſts,” ſaid Amyntor, © riſes every 
morning with the ſun, to perform this office: 
let us follow him. Do you ſee him affixing 


thoſe crowns of laurel to the doors, the walls, 


the altars, and tripods, Now he is drawing 
water in golden veſſels from the fountain of Caſ- 
talis. Obſerve him ſprinkling the pavement, 
the: walls, and the gates of the temple with the 
fame laurel-branch.” When he had performed 
all theſe offices, he took a bow and arrows, to 
kill the birds that perched on the roof of the 
building, and on the ſtatues that adorned the | 
mountain. pas 
One of the prieſts now accoſted us, and offered 
us his ſervices. We thanked him for his kind- 
neſs, and declined giving him any trouble; till 
Amyntor whiſpered that he was only doing 
his duty, as he was one of the officers-ap- 
| pointed 


—— 
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pointed to ſhow the curioſities of the town, and 
the beauties of the temple, to ſtrangers. The 
treaſures we ſaw in the latter were. immenſe. 
Kings, princes, and private individuals, in all 
parts of the world, who conſult the oracle, had 
contributed to enrich it with golden vaſes, tri- 
pods *, phials, ſtatues, bowls, and ingots; and 
Phanor whiſpered to me, as we were obſerving 
this profuſion, of riches, © What a fine ſweep we 
might make here f! The gods cannnot have 
. occaſion for gold or ſilver: a little ſmoke is all 

they want!“ —“ But the prieſts,” anſwered I, 
cc do not live upon ſuch unſubſtantial fare 

The prieſt now pointed out to us ſeveral 
figures on the pediment of the temple, repre- 
ſenting Latona, Diana, Apollo, the Maſes, the 
ſetting ſun, Bacchus, and the Thyades. On 


Tripod was a term applied to veſſels with three feet, as 
the word imports. There were two kinds of pots or kettles 
called by that name, one uſed at entertainments for mixing 
wine and water, and the other for heating water. Ctelius 
has proved that of Apollo to have been, not a veſſel; but a 
table or ſeat, on which the Pythia leaned or ſat: yet the Ro- 
mans ſeem to have ſpoken of the tripod as a veſſel, for they 
called it cortina, which ſigniſied a cauldron or kettle, 

+ This almoſt prophetic ſentence- was- fulfilled ſome time 
after, when Xerxes plundered the temple of a quantity of 
gold, amounting to more than two millions ſterling. Sylla 
alſo robbed it of its treaſures, to pay his troops; ſaying, he 
could not doubt of gaining-the victory, ſince: his army was 
paid by the gods themſelves. 


7 . X , the 
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Argos. Their mother Cydippe being prieſteſs 


* 


the capitals of the columns | hung bucklers of 
gold, the glorious monuments of the victory of 


to Apollo jointly by all the inhabitants of Greece, 
after the famous battle of Platææ. That wolf 
of bronze near the high altar is an offering of 
the Delphians. A facrilegious villain having 
plundered the treaſures of the temple, and con- 
cealed himſelf in the moſt remote and ſecret part 
of Mount Parnaſſus, fell aſleep, and was torn in 
pieces by a wolf; after which the animal came 
every night into the city, and howled till morn- 
ing. This continual importunity ſeeming a ſu- 


- pernatural interpoſition, ſome of the inhabitants 


followed the wolf to its haunts, and found the 


' treaſure that had been ſtolen, It was in com- 
memoration of this event that the ſtatue you ſee, 


was caſt in bronze, and conſecrated in the 
temple of Apollo. 


« That group,” continued the prieſt, te re- | 
preſents Biton and Cleobis, the two Argian 
brothers, ſo famous for their filial piety, The 


gods having granted them prodigious ſtrength, 


they made a very uncommon uſe of it at the feſti- 


val of Juno, which was annually celebrated at 


of 


Marathon. That golden tripod,” faid he, 
et ſupported by a dragon of fire, was conſecrated 


— 
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of chat goddeſs, was to be carried to the temple 
in a car drawn by oxen: but it was fo late, owing 
to ſome miſmanagement, before any oxen could 
be procured, that the two brothers yoked them- 
ſelves to her car, and drew it above forty-five 
ſtadia to the temple, amidſt the acclamations 
of the multitude, who received them with tranſ- 
ports of joy and admiration, and congratulated 
this happy mother on being bleſſed with ſuch 
pious children. Cydippe, weeping with tender- 
neſs. and pleaſure, advanced to the feet of the 
goddeſs, and entreated her to reward the virtue 
of her ſons with the beſt gift that could be 
granted to mortals, It happened, that after the 
facrifice and the feaſt were ended, the two young 
men fell aſleep in the temple. From this ſleep 
they awoke no more; by which the goddeſs 
ſhewed that death is the moſt fortunate event 
we can experience, The Argives conſidering 
Cleobis and Biton as the peculiar favourites.of 
the gods, cauſed theſe ſtatues to be made, and 

ſent them to the, temple of Apollo.” 

While Amyntor and the prieſt were thus de- 
ſcribing the various objects before us, they re- 
lated to us ſeveral of the miracles they had per- 
formed. One had moved its eyes; another had 
ſpoken; a third had bowed its head; a fourth 
VOL, 11. "of had 
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had riſen fromits ſitting poſture, and Rood upright 


E during a whole hour. As I was contemplating one 


without eyes, That, f faid the prieſt, «is the ſta- 
tue of a Spartan, whoſe eyes fell out two or three 
days before he died. —All theſe prodigies,” | ſaid 
he, © are perfectly authentic: 2 thouſand « eye- 
witneſſes are ready to prove. them,” ' And Amyn- 
tor confirmed. every thing the pricft aſſerted, 

We examined. the ſtatue of Apollo with the 
cloſeſt attention and the moſt lively pleaſure; * 
for although it was of maſſy gold, the value of 
the material was exceeded by the . of 
the workmanſhip. | 

The prieft now explained to us the qrigin & 


the oracle. « Some goats,” ſaid he, <« who 


were browzing upon Mount Parnaſſus happened 


to approach the mouth of a large cavern, whence 


mephytic vapours iſued, and being thereby 
thrown into convulſions, began to dance and 
friſk about, and to utter ſtrange ſounds, as if they 


had been drunk. The goat-herd, who, obſerv- 


ing this prodigy, had the curiofity to go and 
view the miraculous cavern, was immediately 
feized with a ſimilar fit of madneſs; and leaping 
and dancing about, with his face and body con- 
vulſed and diſtorted, began to utter ſtrange words 


deftirure of Roſe.” 'T han Wis; carefully noted 
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by the hearers,” who found they were prophe. | 
cies, and therefore concluded: the vapotis of this 
myſterious cave were a divine inſpiration fork 
the gods. Hence they built the temple over tie 
aperture, which is in the innermoſt part of the 
ſanctuary, and over it tg thy" rr | 
which the Pythia n ont gag 
. * Come,” continued he, he ſe hs rock of 
Hyampia, from which the celebrated ſop was 


thrown, whoſe fables have rendered him {6 fa. ky 


mous. Crœſus had ſent him hither wit à trea- 
fure of gold, to make a magnificent offcring to 
Apollo, and diſtribute four minæ to each of the 
Delphians : : but Aſop being diſpleaſed with 
them, offered up the facrifice, and ſent the 
money back to Sardis. On this, the 'Defphians 
bere ſo irritated, that they accuſed him of 'hiv- 

ing ffolen ſome of the ſacred veſſels, and con- 
demned him to be thrown down the rock. 100 PU | 
"The evening preceding the day when the ora- 
cle was to ſpeak, the whole town reſounded 
throughout the night with ſongs. of 3j joy and 
concerts of harmonious muſic; and i it was or- 
dered, that on that ſacred day none of the inha- 


bitants ſhould eat any thing, but cheeſe and 
eakes'of wheat flour. 3 


Very early in the morning we crowned our- 
Ives winds laurel, and holding in ou? hands 'a 
G 2 branch, 


. 
branch, twined round with a fillet ebe wool, 
we aſcended the hill with an immenſe crowd of 
people, ſome to conſult the oracle, while others 
were; attracted by curioſity or devotion. Each 
of; the inquirers brought a victim to be of- 
fered, up by the prieſts, namely, goats,” ſheep, 
and heifers. Ours was a young ſteer; As we 
approached, we ſaw the laurel before the door 
tremble, and the temple itſelf ſhook to its 
foundations; thus euncing the eee 
preſence of the go. 
At the door of the edifice a prick purified us 
with luſtral water, after which we preſented our in- 
quiries i in writing. and delivered him our victim. 
The facrificers were adorned with facred fillets 
and garlands, their feet were bare, their hair. 
looſe, .. and. their flowing robes. unbound with 
girdles, | They killed the animal with a ſacred 
knife, and inſpecting the palpitating entrails, 
declared the omen favourable, We were, then 
introduced i into a ſmall chapel, where ſweet per- 
fumes ſuddenly ſpread around us, and thus an- 
nounced the favour of the god; for the prieſts aſ- 
ſured us no one ever. r knew at what * tek 
odours would ariſe. TK 
Another prieſt then, conducted 1 us 8 = 
ſanctuary, c or rather the cayern, whence the pro- 


phetic T e Here the whole cir- 
cumference 
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cumference was ſo loaded with offerings, and 
the light ſo obſcured by the perfumes, the in- 
cenſe, and the emanations of the cavern; that 
we could ſcarcely diſcern a ſingle obje&. The 
tripod itſelf was ſhaded: with branches of 
laurel, and covered with the ſkin of the ſerpent 
Python. The Pythia had prepared herſelf three 
days before by ſacrifices, faſtings, and purifica- 
tion. She had that morning bathed in the Caſ- 
talian fountain, had waſhed her feet and hands, 
had drunk a quantity of the water, had ſhaken the 
laurel, and chewed ſome of its leaves, which were 
gathered 'in the neighbourhood of the foun- 
tain, When theſe ceremonies were performed, 
ſhe entered the ſanctuary, attended by prieſts 
and other holy perſons. She ſeemed a little thin, 
dry, ghaſtly, ill- dreſſed woman, of about ſixty 
years old, and of a dejected and melancholy air“. 
Her forehead was bound round with a fillet, 
and her head crowned with laurel, of which ſhe 
® The Pythiz were not admitted to their office till they 
had attained their fiſtieth year. They were three in num- 
ber, and officiated by turns, being choſen from among the 
poorer and more ignorant claſſes. - They were very fimply 
clothed, and were prohibited the uſe of effences and per- 
fumes, It was alſo requiſite they ſhould be born in lawful 
marriage. At firſt virgins only were admitted : but ong 
of them having been violated by a Thefſalian named'Eche.. . 


crates, they afterwards choſe women above fifty your of age, 
who, however, wore the habit of virgins. | 
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threw-a few leaves into the ſacred fire, together 
with ſome barley flour. Having drunk ſome of 
the water that reveals future events, ſhe ap- 
ptoached-the tripod, but obſtinately refuſed to 
place herſelf upon it till the prieſts employed 
threats, and at length induced her to comply by 
force. She then took her ſeat over the aper- 
ture, and placed herſelf in a favourable poſture 
for the prophetic vapour to have its full effect. 
She preſentiy began to be violently agitated, her 
countenance turned red, and ſhe ſoamed at the 
rh Her inteſtines ſeemed to ſwell, ſhe tore 

er hair and her fleſh, and uttered plaintive cries 
and dreadful groans. Thus overpowered by the 
god, ſhe would have left the tripod, had not the 
two prieſts held her on her ſeat. She then tore 
her veil and her fillet, and, ſhrieking horribly, 
uttered ſome words from the bottom of her belly, 
which the prieſts eagerly liſlened to and noted; 
after which ſhe quitted her ſeat, exhauſted with 
fatigue, and almoſt in a dying ſtate “. 

The facrificers now delivered us -the anſwers 
of the oracle in writing, Let us go,” faid 
Phanor ;. <* my heart is ſinking with horror! 
What barbarous monſters are theſe prieſts! 
A miſerable Pythia i is the victim of their ava- 

8 . Theofice of Pythia was very dangerous; Several died 
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rice and cruelty.” Amyntor congratulated us 
on the favour of the gods, obſerving, that the 
entrails of the victim were perfectly ſound and 
healthy. So much the better, ſaid Phanor, 
te for their miniſters, for they wil moſt t probably 
ſup the better“. | 
As ſoon as Amyntor had quitted us we opened 
our anſwers. I had aſked the ordcle whether I 
ſhould enjoy long life, to which the anſwer was, 
The grape is gathered before the olive. Phanor 
was deſirous to know whether he ſhould be for- 
tunate in marriage; to which the oracle replied, 
My ſon, the oxen are yoked together to open the 
earth, that the Aelds may bring forth their 
fruits. ] 
We were a long time endeavouring to dif- 
cover the meaning of theſe enigmas, but the god 
had concealed them in impenetrable obſcurity; 
and we clearly perceived that the prieſts did not 
compromiſe the veracity 'of the oracle by 5K 
eie ſo biete 
> | 


* The victims were divided between the ae their i priefia 
and thoſe who preſented them. The part devoted to the 
god was conſumed by the flames ; that of the prieſts formed 
a branch of their-emolument ; and the third part belonged to 
thoſe who brought the victim, and who piouſly ate it with 
their friends, or ſent them portions of it. The Greeks con- 
fidered it as an act of religion to take a piece of the meat 
from thoſe who were carrying it away to their homes. 


ES: As 
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As we, came down from the remple we met 
two lovers in the prime of opening youth, and 
of.intereſting and beautiful countenances. The 
girl was leading a ſhe-goat, and her companion 
a ſheep. On queſtioning them relative to the 
object of their inquiry, they told us they were 
going to aſk whether they ſhould do well to 
marry. No doubt,” ſaid I, „you love each 

other? Les, moſt tenderly,” they both at 
once replied.— Why, then,” continued I, 
t are you afraid to be united together? Be- 
cauſe,” ſaid they, © we are poor. “ But when 
you have given away your goat and your ſheep,” 
faid I, © will you not be poorer ſtill ?”—< That 


is true, anſwered they. Well,” returned 


I, * keep your preſents to aſſiſt you in houſe- 
keeping; and ſince you love each other, conſult 
only the god of love, who will be moſt favour- 
able to thoſe marriages that are contracted be- 
neath his auſpices.” We confirmed our ſalutary 
advice by ſome pecuniary preſents, and they re» 
turned ſatisfied with the oracle we had delivered, 
and promiſing to be married the very next morn- 
ing“. | | | 


No woman was admitted into this ſanctuary, whatever 
might be her rank or her condition. The miniſters who ſu- 
intended the worſhip of Apollo were very numerous, 
There were prophets, who attended the Pythia when ſhe 


went to the ſanctuary, and while ſhe fat on the tripod ; tbeſo 
adapted 
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adapted the words ſhe uttered to the queſtions propoſed, and 
received and conducted the inquiries, being themſelves under 
the command of a chief prophet ;— poets, who put theſe ora- 
cles, firſt delivered by the Pythia, and then adapted by the 
prophets, into verſe; five ſacrificers, who received and im- 
molated the victims; diviners, who inſpected the entrails, 
and obſerved the notes and flights of birds, thence predict- 
ing future events; prieſteſſes, choſen from a number of 
widows, to keep up the ſacred fire, which burned night and 
day, and was fed, not with oil, but with wood ; ſubordinate 
ſacrificers, and attendants appointed for inferior offices con- 
nected with the ceremonies and ſacrifices which their ſupe- 
riors conducted; and laſtly, muficians and heralds, who 
proclaimed the public feſtivals ; and choruſes of boys and 
young girls, who ſang and danced at the grand feſtival 
called Pythia. Fr. Eg. 

It is a vulgar error that the oracles ceaſed on the publication 
of the goſpel ; whereas, in fact, ſome of them were ſilent long 
before Chriſt, and others continued till the fall of paganiſm 
under Theodoſius the Great, by whoſe laws it appears 
they delivered prediction as low as the year 358. Cicero 
ſays they became dumb in proportion as men, growing leſs 
credulous, began to ſuſpe& them to be mere impoſtures. 
Before him, Plutarch, among other reafons, attributes their 
ceſſation to the forlorn ſtate of Greece, ruined and deſolated 
by wars ; for hence the ſmallneſs of the gains reduced the 
prieſts to à ſtate of poverty and contempt, which left them 
too bare to cover the fraud, 

This error is the offspring of another, which is ſtill moro 
abſurd ; namely, that the oracles were not ſkilful impoſtures 
of practical deceivers, but the genuine predictions of the 
devil, who being vanquiſhed by Chriſt, loſt this POR: 
faculty! T. N. 
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CHAP. LV. 
Latter from Lafthenia. 


| A” Delphi l received a letter from Lafthenia, 
to the following effect: 


« Joy and proſperity ! ; 
Time will never efface the aiclins re- 
membrance of our loves. The happineſs chat is 
paſt diſturbs the calm enjoy ments of the preſent 
day. What a blank do the departed pleaſures 
of mutual affection leave in the heart! My only 
conſolations are, alas! thoſe of philoſophy and 
friendſhip.-But I will baniffr theſe melancholy 
ideas, and talk of other ſubje&s,  _ 
«« Apropos of friendſhip know not whether 
you will approve the conduct of the philoſopher 
Abbaucus. The other day, being informed his 
houſe was on fire, he fled to the afliſtance of a 


friend who was on a viſit with him, and neglected 
his wife and children, one of whom periſhed in 
the flames. When he was aſked the motives of 
his conduct, he replied, A child may be re- 


placed, but the loſs of a friend is irreparable.” 
| I have 
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I have little to communicate on the ſubject 


of politics. The people are ever the ſame, and 


ſuffer themſelves to be governed by the intrigues 
and flattery of their demagogues. Formerly the 
wiſdom of Solon, by rendering them attentive to 
their daily occupations and their private intereſts, 
prevented them from loſing their time at the 
general aſſemblies: bur ſincc they have acquired 


a right of voting,' they are always flocking 


thither, and keep away every man of property or 
diſtinction, who ſhuns their meetings that he may 


not be expoſed to inſults and humiliations ; while 
part of the day in the 


the lower claſſes paſs great 


public ſquares, hearing the news, and liſtening to 
the harangues of petty politicians. The people 


of Athens, indeed, poſſeſs much ſenſibility, but 


they have alſo a great ſhare of fickleneſs, and 
are very diſſipated, very careleſs, and very cre- 
dulous. At preſent they are in a ſtate of fer- 
mentation and tumult, rhe inevitable conſe- 
quences of a democratic government. As for 


me, I hide myſelf here in the country, and 


adopt the maxim of redes © Who the 
tempeſt rages, worſhip Echo? 2 
As 


- ® After the SY ſelf-devotion of Codrus, the ſeven- 

teenth and laſt king of Athens, in compliance with an oracle, 

which, in the war with the Heraclidz, declared, victory . 
atte 
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As 1 have no other news, I will ſpeak of our 
philoſophers. You remember the cynic, Crates. 


By his wife Hipparchia he had two daughters, 


who are juſt now becoming marriageable,, and 
therefore he has given them upon trial, for a 


month, to two of his diſciples ; after which time 
they may either marry or reject them as they 


pleaſe. What do you think of r philoſophical 
marriage - contract? 

„ Tou knew Protagoras. The rnagiſtraces 
have at length reſolved to baniſh him, and 


burn his laſt work, wherein he ſays, J am not 


certain of the exiſtence of the gods. Among 
the reaſons, adds he, which prevent me from 


— 


— — * — 


attend the nation whoſe king was killed in battle, the Athe- 
nians honoured him by a reſolution, that no king ſhould again 
reign in Athens. T. N. 

That people, however, ſtill ae the name and 
phantom of a king: but it was the ſecond Archon who en- 
Joyed the title, and his office was chiefly confined to pre- 
fiding over ſacrifices and religious ceremonies. It was re- 
quired that his wife ſhould be a citizen of the whole blood of 
Athens, and a virgin when married. The firſt archon was 
called Ex fe, becauſe the year was diſtinguiſhed by his 


name, 'The third was called Polemarch, and the fix others 


Theſmothetæ. Fr. Ed. 

The ſecond archon alſo had cognizance of diſputes about 
inanimate things, and took an account of murder, which he 
referred to the areopagites, among whom he had a voice, 
but was obliged to lay aſide his crown during the trial. 
T. N. 

knowing 
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knowing whether they really exiſt are, the doubts 
entertained on the —_— 1 1 nen of 
e n 5 
ec It © allothe opinion of this ame that 
ek foul is no other than the ſenſes. This is 
pure materialiſm. - What a cloud of darkneſs 
and uncertainty envelopes our exiſtence and our 
nature! When I aſk myſelf Who am 1? 
Whence am I ? Whither do I go? what a pro- 
found, what an endleſs ſubject of diſpute! wr 
contemplation ſtarts up before me!! 
The college of prieſts have riſen 1 
Anaxagoras, whom you have heard declate that 
he had rather have a grain of wiſdom than a 
ton of gold. Although he believes in 4 ſu- 
preme intelligence, who reduced, Chaos into 
Order, they have accuſed him of impiety and 
irreligion, and have condemned him to death for 
contumacy. When his ſentence was announced 
to n og anſwered, with perea ie 
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* + In the cloifter of Ring: St, Victor, at Pars, is 
an epitaph written by a canon named Adam, on himſelf, of 
which the ſentiments are traly philoſophical : f 


Unde ſuperbit homo ! cujus conceptio culpa, 8 
Naſci pena, labor vita, neceſſe mori.“ 8 


By hae e with many a pang we're = 
Our life 18 _—_— and till death Wwe Mourne. | 


TY 1TH A X 


| « Nature 


* * F 
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Nature has long ago pronounced that ſentonts 
on my judges as well as on\myſelf?- 7 

« We have lately heard of the death of- the 
delebrated Lais. This event is related in va- 
rious ways; ſome aſſerting that ſhe: had accom- 


panied a favourite youth, called Hippoſtratus, i 


into Theſſaly, where the women of the place; 
jealous. of her charms, and apprehenſive; ſhe 
might corrupt the fidelity of their huſbands, 
decoyed her into the temple of Venus, and 
ſtoned her to death; while others ſay ſhe ex- 
fired. in the arms of her paramour, which to her, 
ng doubt, was dying in the bed of honour. 
She was, however, in the decline of life, and en- 
tering on its autumnal ſeaſon. It is ſaid ſhe had 
taken on herſelf the office of proxeneta, like the 
celebrated, Athenian mule, who, when eighty 
years of age, and exempted from labour, after 
having long been uſeful to the republic, Was ſo 
ayerſe to leading an idle or a uſcleſs. life, that ſhe 


went before the chariots, ere 1 encou- 


raging the beaſts that drew them. | 
I know not whether you are acquainted with 
an epigram of Plato, on Lais depoſiting her 
mirror in che demple r Venus. It in a follows: 
H (oCapoy ꝙννννα%jẽu — Exnabecs * a K 
Tope, n wgobvgoi;, Any execs ů n ee | 
Tn vai To zatow{eors wi Joy fun F 
i * R en n Tagocs 0) dl Arnet. 


Venus, 


— = — — 
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Venn, take my votive glas. 
Since I am not what Ia. De od de 
4 What from this day I hall be, 5 

Pein never let ne ſo e Fes. 


Agi! o 2293107 10-0608: 2 6366 e 

1 bens aer how to uppen 
ah approach of old age. Yet I cannot but 
think, reading and other occupations, together 
with the care of our "health, and the inno- 
cent and ſimple pleaſures” that are ſtill within | 
our reach, may ſupply the —— rae tranſient 
ſplendor of youth and-beauty; *" 188875 

« The philoſopher Cleanthes has n the 
vorld in a manner that has led ſome men to ac- 
euſe him of folly ; while others conſicler it as an 
act of philoſophical fortitude and wiſdom. His 
phyfician having ordered him to diet himſelf for 
the recovery of his health, and afterwards givin g 
him leave to eat as uſual, he replied, It is not 
worth while to begin life again ; and ſinee I am on 
the road, I will purſue it.” Thus he obſtinately 
refuſed alt kinds of food, and ſtarved himſelf to 
death. "This ſingular way of | quitting life r re 
minds me of the death of Democritus, © That 
philoſopher, being fatigued with the infirmitiesof 
protracted longevity, determined to ſtarve him- 
felf ; when his ſiſter, being very much ſhotked 
and alarmed at this reſolution; prevailed on him - 
to defer his intentions till after che three grear 


* 
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feaſts of Ceres. Through complaiſance to her 
wiſhes he conſented to live a few days longer, 
and during that time ſupported himſelf on honey. 
What a combination of virtues, of ſingularities, 
and of perverſities do philoſophers exhibit !— 
But the pringple of love: furniſhes A 
of them all. 4 
This, my — Antenor, is al the a wa 
been able to collect, or at leaſt all I have thought © 
. worthy your notice, among the innumerable 
anecdotes that are every day ſpringing into mo- 
mentary exiſtence, and circulating throughout 
Athens; for idle people are always both inquiſi- 
tive and talkative.— But what an omiſſion! I 
have never mentioned the miraculous converſion 
of Polemon, one of thoſe agreeable young liber- 
tines with whom Athens always ſwarms, and 
| who formerly placed his ſupreme. felicity in the 
frivolous gratifications of a life of idleneſs and 
pleaſure. Though. he had brilliant falents, he 
was far, very far, from imitating the wiſdom or 


the taſte of Epicurus and Ariſtippus, who, 
though they do not deſpiſe or proſcribe ſenſual 
enjoyments, conſider them as only ſubordinate to 
the acquiſition of intellectual endowments. What 
mental happineſs can that being enjoy, whoſe 
foul is wholly wrapped up in mere phyſical ſenſa- 


tions, and who, reduced to a blind, mechanical, 
4 organized 
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organiſed automaton, is ignorant of the art of 
multiplying his pleaſures, and ennobling his 
gratifications with the illuminations of genius, 
and the endearments of delicate ſenſibility ? 
The happineſs of ſuch a being—I had al- 
moſt ſaid of ſuch an -inanimate maſs of mat- 


ter, is the barren, unintereſting quietiſm * an 


oyſter. 
« But to return to Polemon—He had been 


paſſing the night in riot and drunkenneſs at the 
houſe: of Thais the courtezan, till day ſurpriſed 


them ſtill at table. He then went away, intoxi- 
cated with wine and love, with diſhevelled hair 


and trembling feet, his boſom bare, his buſkins 
looſe, and his chaplet torn and diſordered. In 
- this condition, finding the ſchool of Renocrates 
open, he walked in, and ſat down. Aſter hay- 
ing liſtened for a few moments to the philoſopher, 
he began to rally both him and his diſciples, tell- 
ing him he would give all the morality, and all 
the fine maxims he was preaching, for a ſingle 
glaſs of Chios wine, or a kiſs of the lovely 
Thais. Xenocrates took no notice of the inter- 
ruption, but proceeded to diſcourſe on temper- 
ance and modeſty, The gravity of the philoſo- 
pher abaſhed the petulance of the youthful li- 
bertine, and attracted his attention more and 
more, till at length his feelings were affected, 
vol. 11. H and 
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ciples, ol. whom he has, already ſeveral, though 
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and he was aſhamed of his ſituation. He was 
obſeryed by degrees to grow uneaſy ; while bend- 
ing downwards, by ſtealth, to adjuſt, his buſkins, | 
he concealed. his naked arms under his cloak, and 

tore his chaplet from his head. In ſhort, he 
was ſo ſtruck with the eloquence of the acade- 


miciap, and the force of his arguments, that 


from that moment he renounced the diſſipated 
life b had led, and applied himſelf intenſely to 
the ſtudy of philoſophy. He now ſubjects his 
conduct to rules of ſuch rigid auſterity, tha the 
denies himſelf the uſe, of wine, and drinks nothing 
but water. He practices exertions of firmneſs 
and fortitude ; and his advances are ſo, rapid, that 
having | lately been bitten by a mad dog, he Was 
the 19 8 one that continued free from emotion, 
amid 0 hundred, perſons who were extremely 
alarmed, He now loves ſolitude as much as he 
once eiche in diflipation, and has completely 
reduced his philoſophy to practice; for he ſays 


it is far more important to act than to ſpeculate. 


He lives retired . in a ſmall garden, and his diſ- 


only thirty years old, have. built little cottages 
uy. that iohabited by cheir maſter. a bs 


have Juſt been informed that a Engular 
(rene, is about to take place in the public ſquare, 


. which, Promiſes to be amuling. I muſt leave 


e 
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you for a moment, and will preſently give you 
an account of it. Adieu, till return. 

e am come back, after being extremely di- 
verted. But 1 muſt firſt deſeribe the perſon 


who has thus entertained the public at his wh 


expence. Since your departure, a comic poet, 
named Anaxandrides, is come to Athens. Se- 


veral of his plays have been ſucceſsful, becauſe 


he has introduced amorous intrigues and hiſtories 
of ſeductions on the ſtage ; an invention, the no- 
velty of which has procured him many admirers: 
but as he never corrects his works, you may 
eafily imagine how imperfe& they appear in 
reading. This author, however, is very angry at 
being criticiſed, reſiſts every objection or remark 
with the keeneſt reſentment, and preſumption 
and vanity are the leading features of his charac- 
ter. He affects a great deal of oſtentatious 
pomp, and is particularly careful of the decoration 
of his hair. He wears a purple robe with gold 
fringe 3 and as he is a tall man, and has the ad- 
vantage of a fine countenance and figure, he 
commands reſpect and deference, The ſcene that 
has juſt taken place will give you the beſt idea 
of the high tone he aſſumes, and completes the 


features of his portrait. Having publicly an- 


nounced that he would read a comedy under 
the king's portico, to which every one flocked 
H 2 in 
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in crowds, he came magnificently dreſſed, 
riding on a very fine courſer, and read his piece 
without diſmounting. At firſt. he was heard 
with conſiderable applauſe, while felf-approbation 
was ſtrongly marked in his own countenance : 
but towards the middle, perceiving ſigns of diſ- 
pleaſure in the audience, he felt his enjoyment 
diſturbed, and caſt a look of indignation at the 
people, who had the complaiſance to remain 
ſilent for a time; till at length their murmurs 
having again wounded the delicate ears of 
this faſtidious poet, he immediately tore his ma- 
nuſcript in pieces, and proudly retired,, pacing 
majeſtically acroſs the ſquare, amidſt the laughs, 
the hiſſes, and the groans of the people. 
Adieu, my dear friend! My heart is inceſ- 
fantly occupied with thoughts of you, but my 
hand and my head begin to be exhauſted. The 
health of Ariſtippus continues ſtill to decline, 
but his diſſolution advances without pain or vio- 
lence, and he ſeems to be playing, as it were, 
with death. He employs to the beſt advantage 
the ſmall portion of life that remains, but his 
indifference with regard to its termination does 
not diminiſh my anxiety ; for the very idea of an 
eternal ſeparation is dreadful. Farewel! May 
you be happy! 
. This 
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This letter renewed my grief and the ardor of 
my paſſion. I ſank into a deſponding melan- 
choly, and that languor and indifference which 
robbed my life of all its intereſt. Phanor ex- 
erted himſelf to diſſipate my dejection by the 
gaiety of his manners, the tender expreſſions of 
friendſhip, and the maxims of philoſophy ;\ and 
the better to diſtract my mind, he urged me to 
accelerate our departure for Lacedæmon. 
We now took leave of the pious Amyntor, 
who, I am convinced, was happy to purge his 
houſe of our preſence. No doubt he purified 
it with great form and ceremony, for he con- 
ſidered us as profane perſons, tainted with ſo- 
phiſm, and contaminated with facrilegious im- 


piety. 45 
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CHAP. LVI. 


Their departure for Sar 2 hey paſe 
- - through Daulis to Corinth, and embarking with 
Diagoras, arrive at Epidaurus, ns they 
enter. AE; | 


W. now ſet off for the celebrated Sparta, 
wWahoſe laws, cuſtoms, and manners form 
ſo ſtriking a contraſt with the reſt of Greece, and 
eſpecially with thoſe of Athens. | 

Between Delphi and Daulis is the road called 
the Forked Way, once polluted with the blood 
of Laius, whoſe ſon CEdipus, never having known 
his father, had the misfortune to meet and kill 
him in a diſpute, who ſhould make way for the 
other. He was buried in the ſame place, to- 
gether with his charioteer, who ſhared his fate; 
and ſome fine large hewn ſtones, heaped one 
upon another, are the only ornament of his 
tomb, which we ſhuddered with horror as we 
approached. What dreadful ideas did this fatal 
hiſtory recall to our minds ! 

Daulis is far from a populous place, but the 
inhabitants are conſidered as the talleſt and 
ſtouteſt 
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ſtouteſt of the Phocians. It was in that ton 
that Philomela and her ſiſter Procne, having 
murdered the offspring of the violation of the 
former by Tereus, ſerved: him up to his father's 
table during the feſtival of Bacchus; and when 
Tereus nr for W threw his 4 * 
the table t inter 

We there ſaw a n ee e 
Uraiia; or the heavenly Venus. This goddeſs is 
by no means the ſame that ſprang from the fomm 
of the ſea; for the former only inſpires thoſe pure 
ideas, that ſpiritual affection, which elevate the 
ſoul to the heavens, while the latter is confined 
to mere ſenſual gratification. In this temple, of 
which we found ſeveral others in various parts of 
Greece, none but virgins officiate. 

We now purſued our journey, travelling, as 
uſual, ſometimes on foot and ſometimes on horſe- 
back, till we arrived at nin full of life, 
health, and ſpirits. 

This city ſtands on an Ainchos to which it 
gives its name, and which unites the Pelopon- 
neſus to the reſt of Greece. Of this heck of 
land it occupies the centre, and is ſituated about 
ſixty ſtadia from either ſea, on the ſummit of a 
hill. Among its principal curioſities are the 
theatre, and a ſtadium ot oourſe of white mar- 

H 4 ble. 
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ble. The road leading to the temple of Nep- 
tune is decorated on one fide. with ſtatues of 
the Athletz who have gained the prize at the 
Iſthmian games; and on the other with pine- 
trees, regularly planted. The Corinthians have 
two ports, called Cenchreꝶ and Lechæum, at the 
former of which we viſited the baths of Helen, 
where is a plentiful ſalt- ſpring of warm water, 
falling into the ſea from the ſummit of a rock. 
Corinth exhibits a great quantity of fine mo- 
numents. We particularly admired a foun- 
tain, at the top of which is a Neptune in 
bronze, and under his feet a dolphin, from 
which the water iſſues. This fountain is adorned 
with ſtatues of Apollo, Venus, the two . 
curies, and three of Jupiter. 

In the middle of the great ſquare ſtands a Mi- 
nerva of bronze, on a pedeſtal adorned with 
baſſo relievos repreſenting the Mules. The 
fountain of Pyrene is alſo well deſerving the at- 
tention of travellers, The Corinthians relate - 
that Pyrene, being inconſolable for the death of 
her ſon Cenchreus, wept ſuch a torrent of tears, 
that ſhe was charged into a fountain, which ever 
after bore her name. It is of white marble, and 
is ſurrounded with ſmall grottoes, whence the 


water falls into a capacious baſin, Near this 
ſtands 
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ſtands an Apollo, ſurrounded: by a wall breaſt- 
high, whereon is painted the combat of Ulyſſes 
with the ſuitors of Penelope. 

Corinth is furniſhed with a great number of 
public baths, and every corner of the city is de- 
corated with fountains: for-the ſoil abounds in 
plentiful ſprings. The citadel ſtands on the 
ſummit of a mountain that commands the city, 
the inhabitants of which are very much de- 
voted to pleaſure, and great patrons of the arts. | 
Courtezans are there highly honoured and eſ- 
tee med, being conſidered as prieſteſſes of the 
goddeſs Venus. To their interceſſion was at- 
tribured the ſalvation of the republic, after the 
retreat of Xerxes; and their countrymen ordered 
a painting of them to be executed, as the Athe- 
nians did of their generals afcer the battle of Mara- 
thon. The Corinthians, as well as the Athenians, 
are ſtrongly prejudiced in favour of their country, 
and the latter aſſert that the gods diſputed for 
the poſſeſſion of Attica, while the former pretend 
that Phoebus and Neptune had a ſimilar conteſt 
for the territory they inhabit. 

From Corinth we embarked for Epidaurus, 
on board the ſame veſſel with Diagoras, ſur- 
named the Atheiſt, whoſe learned and ingenious 
converſation rendered our voyage extremely. 
pleaſant, He related ro us the circumſtance 

that 
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that induced him to embrace Atheiſm, which 
he publicly avows. A man haying treacherouſly 
robbed him of one of his poems, and; when 
proſecuted for the theft, having ſworn it to be 


his own production, publiſhed jit as ſuch,” and 


thus obtained all the fame and advantage ariſing 
from it. © Till then,” faid Diagoras, „I was 
a moſt ſuperſtitious devotee ; but when J per- 
ceived that the thunder of Jupiter was inactive, 
and ſuffered this villain to go wholly unpuniſhed, 
I no. longer believed that = gods ae 
exiſt. 

Our voyaige; which was at firſt ſerene and 
happy, was at length diſturbed by a ſudden 
ſtorm.” The wind blew very hard, the waves 
roſe mountain-high, and threatened every inſtant 
to ſwallow up our flender bark. Sailors, offi- 
cers, and paſſengers, all loudly invoked the gods 
of the Ocean; and Neptune, Thetis, and Nereus, 
reſounded from every mouth. In the mean- 
while Diagoras, Phanor, and myſelf, lay beſide © 
each other without calling on any ſupernatural 
aid, and waiting with patience for our fate. At 
length the ſailors began to ſay to each other 
that they deſerved to periſh for embarking along 
with an Atheiſt, Upon hearing this diſcourſe, 
and perceiving they were reſolved to throw Di- 


agoras overboard, and perhaps ourſelves alſo, 
that 
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that philoſopher, whoſe ſoul was ĩnaceeſſible to 
fear, ſaid with a, calm countenance, Do not 
thoſe other ſhips around us encounter the ſame 
tempeſt Do you think I am alſo on board each 
of them ? Come, come, my friends,“ continued 
| he, do not imagine the immortals are ſubject 
to the little feelings of animoſity and revenge. 
No doubt, however, there are many rogues on 
board thoſe ſhips, whom, notwithſtanding their 
crimes, they will ſuffer {till to live.” This co 
courage, this invaluable preſence: of mind ap- 
peaſed the crew and ſaved our lives “. 
4 | FI When 


* Nearly a ſimilar incident happened to the celebrated 
Leibnitz in the'17th century. As he was ſailing from Venice 
to Mazzola in the Ferrareſe, a tempeſt ariſtiag, and the 
ſailors knowing him to be a German, add a heretic, talked 
together in Italian of throwing him into the ſea to appeaſe 
the Deity. The philoſopher, however, ' underſtood them, 
and therefore, without appearing to notice their converſation. 
took a roſary, and began to pray. This expedient ſaved his 
life. 

On the fatal day of the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, the 
celebrated Sully, then but twelve years old, was: ſuddenly 
awakened at three in the morning by the ringing of all the 
bells, and the confuſed cries of the populace. As ſoon as he 
had learnt the cauſe of this tumult, he determined to take re- 
ſuge in the college of Bourgogne, where he was purſuing his 
| ſtudies. He therefore put on bis ſtudent's gown, and with 
a large church prayer-book under his arm according to.the 
cuſtom of the, Catholics, paſſed through the ſtreets, which 
were flowing with blood, while parties of fanatics were every 

2 where 
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When we arrived at Epidaurus, Diagoras gave 
us additional proofs of his irreligion and his 
wit. In a temple of Neptune, of which the walls 
were covered with votive pictures, preſented by 
perſons who had eſcaped ſhipwreck, one of the 
prieſts ſaid, © Can you now doubt of the power 
of the God? . do not ſee,” replied the phi- 
loſopher, © the preſents of thoſe who have pe- 
riſned notwithſtanding their vows and their 
prayers.” Another time, wanting our dinner 
cooked, but having no wood, he found an old 
ſtatue of Hercules, which he broke up, ſaying, 
« This day ſhalt thou bo!l our pot, and that will 
be the laſt of thy labours.” This witticiſm 
made us laugh during the whole ſupper at the 
expence of the divinity t. to "whoſe ſtatue we 
were indebted for it. 

In the effuſion of happineſs and loquacity ex- 
cited by the animating effects of wine, Diagoras 
told us, the — had ſet a price upon him, 


where Ge into houſes, < crying Kill the hugo 
mots ! hill the hugonots. This borrid fight, theſe barbarous 
cries, increaſed his alarm, and induced him to accelerate his 
ſteps. Thrice he was ſtopped by the rioters, and thrice his 
prayer: book ſaved his life. Even the porter of the college 
reſuſed him ad mi ſſion; but the head of the houſe, who was a 
worthy man, ordered the gate to be opened to him, and con- 
ducted him to his awn apartment, where two blood-thirſty 
prieſts would have murdered him, but for the interpoſing 
exertions of his kind protector. 


promiſing 
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promiſing one talent for his head, or two for ap- 
prehending him alive. This intelligence dimi- 
niſhed the pleaſure we felt in his company, for 
we feared being involved in the ſame proſerip- 
tion, and therefore, as ſoon as it was decent, we 
parted from him. | 
The town of Epidaurus is maſtbged to l. 
culapius; for which the inhabitants aſſign the 
following reaſon: Coronis, the daughter of Phle- 
gyas, king of the Lapithæ, and one of the 
greateſt warriors of his time, was beloved by 
Apollo; when becoming pregnant, ſhe went to 
Epidaurus to conceal her ſituation from her 
father, and be delivered of the child, whom ſhe 
expoſed on a mountain. A goat, however, 
gave him her milk, and the dog that tended the 
flock of Areſthanas watched over his preſerva- 
tion. One day the goat- herd miſſing both his goat 
and his dog, found them attending on the child, 
whom at firſt he was going to carry away; but 
obſerving his head ſurrounded with reſplendent 
rays of light, he concluded him to be a god, and 
ſhe wed his reſpect by leaving him untouched. 
A rumour was immediately ſpread that a mira- 
culous child was borp, who cured the ſick, and 
raiſed the dead *, | 
The 


* Others ſay, that after his union with Coronis, Apollo 
ſet a crow to watch her, and was ſoon informed that the 
admirted 


/ 
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The wood that is conſecrated to Æſculapius, 
is ſurrounded with large poſts, and within theſe 
limits no man is ſuffered to die, nor any woman 
to be delivered. Here every ſacrifice offered to 
the god muſt be conſumed. His ſtatue is of 
gold and ivory, and is placed on a throne, holding 
a ſtick in one hand, and reſting the other on the 
head of a ſerpent. Around the temple are ſe- 
veral houſes built for the reception of thoſe who 
eome to implore the aid of the god; and on a 
great number of columns are inſcribed the names 
of thoſe who have been cured, together with 
the nature of their diſorders, and the treatment 
they underwent. Near the town is a wood, 
conſecrated to Diana, e . 1s eren 
as a huntreſs. din a ci ee, 
We continued our ner by land to Sparta; 
health and exerciſe always giving us a hearty ap- 
petite, while our youthful cheerfulneſs conſtantly 
enlivened our Journey. Phanor's ſpitits were j in- 
exhauſtible; excepting when he was in love; for 
at theſe times his character and manners were 
wholly changed. While it laſted, he ſeemed to 
feed his Kr; watt with fi and lamentations; 


2 


fn! are, I. — AY. 


admitted the careſſes of IRE HA which the god, in a fit 
of auger, deſtroyed Coronis by lightning, but ſaved the in- 
| fant, and gave him to be educated. by Chiron, who taught 
him the art of medicine, T. N. 


* 
9 Ib , 


+ 


IN GREECE AND ASTA, 111 


but fortunately for himſelf and his friends, theſe 
amorous fevers were, of the intermittent kind: a 
ſingle glance ſet him on fire, and a fingle-day's 
abſence extinguiſhed the flame. His charming 
T heophania was now the ſame object of indit- 
ference as his adorable Theano, and. the waters 
of Lethe had baniſhed them alike from his 
heart. He related to me, that at the age of 
fourteen, he had fallen deſperately in love with 
a ſtatue of Venus. Like another Pygmalion, he 
decorated her with flowers, ſighed out his ſoul at 
her feet, addreſſed her in the moſt tender and 
empaſſioned verſes, and was continually em- 
bracing her form: but one day, as he claſped 
her with too much. ardor, the ſtatye- began to 
totter, and preſently falling upon him, had 
nearly killed him. By this incident his paſſion 
was cured. Ry 
We arrived very late at night at Helos, the in- 
habitants of which have been reduced to llavery 
by the Spartans, and are known by the name of 
Helotæ. We quitted it very early the next 
morning, unable to ſay in a place which ſeemed 
to be the very image of, ſervitude. When we 
came to the mountains that command the Eu- 
rotas, we ſaw a man wreſtling very courageoully 
with an enormous wolf. We inſtantly flew to his 
ee and ſcreamed aloud, upon which the 
. I animal 


” a 
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animal was frightened, let go his prey, and fled. I 
expected to find his adverſary pale, trembling, and 
exhauſted; but on the contrary, he broke out 
into a rage, and was going to purſue his antago- 
niſt, had he not inſtantly outſtripped him. We 
perceived that he was covered with blood, and told 
him of it. A mere trifle,” rephed he, coldly, 
e have only received two wounds.“ We re- 
queſted him to let us drefs them, to which he 
readily confented, and then aſked us whither 
we were going. We are Greeks,” faid I, 

«© who are eager to be acquainted witli Sparta, 
that celebrated city, which is ſo juſtly called the 
eye of Greece. We will travel together,” 

ſaighhe. Jam a Spartan my name is Demo- 


-nax—you ſhall lodge with me. Formerly we 


received no ſtrangers, but that is no longer ſo.” 
We accepted his offer as laconically as aig made 


it. 

Laconia is a Gan covered with mountains 
and hills, over which the paſſage is extremely 
difficult and ftcep ; but we ſometimes paſſed 
through the moſt charming valleys, whoſe ſmi- 
ling luxuriance made us forget the fatigue and 
labour of our journey. As we advanced, we 
ſometimes met with rich tracks of country 
interſperſed with little hillocks. Demonax in- 
formed us theſe mounts were the work of men's 
Os 
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hands, and contained the aſhes of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed chiefs of the nation. We paſſed the 
Eurotas at the ſame ſpot where Epaminondas 
ctoſſed it at the head of 60,000 men, and 
our companion, with an appearance of recent 
irritation, pointed out the ravages with which 
that general had marked his progreſs to the 
very gates of Sparta. 

The Eurotas flows through groves of myrtle 
and of laurel, and the valley it traverſes is en- 
riched with vineyards, gardens, olive- trees, 
viſtas of plane-trees, and country houſes. The 
water is covered with ſwans of a dazzling white, 
proudly failing in en re ain n its 
winding courſe. 

As we climbed a mountain, we had an addi- 
tional proof that happineſs oſten inhabits the re- 
mote and lonely cottage, and were convinced of 
the truth of Epicurus's maxim, © /F you would 
wiſh to be happy, be obſcure *.” | 


® The maxim of Deſcartes was conformable to that of Ovid 
and Epicurus, ** Bene gui latuit, bene vixit, he who lives ob- 
ſcurely lives happily. He uſed. alſo to ſay, © that it was 
ſhocking that men ſhould die ſo well known by others, without 
having ever learnt to know themſelves.” 


VOL, II. 
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CHAP. LVIL 


man. — Deſcription of her Manners and Modi 


3 bey reſt themſelves at the Houſe of a poor Mo- 
| of Life. — Hiſtory of Alcander. 


* 


Fux ſun was now 1: the zenith, the parched 
earth almoſt burned our feet, and we dragged 
ourſelves along our tedious path overwhelmgd 
with heat and thirſt. Demonax alone walked 
ſturdily on with indefatigable perſeverance. Ac 
length we ſaw an old woman ſitting by the road 
ſide at the root of a tree, and tending ſome 
goats. She aſked us to go into her cottage to 
reſt ourſelves, and drink ſome goats'-milk. 
This ſhe urged in ſuch a friendly and preſſing 
manner that we accepted her invitation; upon 
which ſhe ſhewed us the way, and brought us to 
her ruſtic habitation. 1 
This little dwelling, which ſtood on the ſide of 
a hill, conſiſted of two rooms, and a ſtable for her 
goats and chickens, the front being adorned 
with two aged fig- trees, affording her both fruit 
and ſhade. Her figs, her vegetables, and her 
goats, together with a few bee-hives, conſtituted 


her 


by 
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her ſimple riches, and were all the ſtock of her 
limited domain. Like another Baucis ſhe buſily 
employed herſelf with all the agitation of ah un- 
expected feſtival, and ſerved us up a collation of 
milk, honey, and cheeſe. Her table, which 
was of ſtone, ſtood beneath one of the fig-trees, 
and ſhe told us we were eating in the very ſpot _ 
where ſhe had once given king Ageſilaus a break - 
faſt, « How can that be? ſaid Demonax, it 
is ſeventy- ſix years ſince he died. I know 
not when he died, replied ſhe, © but I very 
well remember to have ſeen him here a great 
while ago, I remember him as if it were but 
yeſterday. He was a deformed little man, and 
had by no means the air of majeſty ; but when 
he ſpoke it was eaſy to ſee he was a great man 
and a true Spartan,” —“ In what year,” faid 
Demonax, did he paſs this way.“ I do 
not remember,” ſaid ſhe, “ but you will find it 
engraved on the ſtone on which you are ſitting,” - 
On looking at the inſcription, Demonax found 
it to be eighty- ſix years. I aſked Theodora, for 
that was our hoſteſs's name, how old ſhe was 
at that time. It was a twelve-month,”” anſwered 
ſhe, © after I married, and about my one-and- 
twentieth year.“ —* Then you are a hundred 
and feven years old?“ ſaid J. I know nor,” 
returned ſhe, © how old I am, but I have lived 


12 a very 


i 
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a very long time upon the earth. We all ex- 
preſſed our wonder at her great longevity, and 
ſhould have gueſſed her at moſt to be eighty 
years old. Yet ſhe was in full poſſeſſion of all 
her faculties, walked firmly, and her back was 
ſcarcely at all bent. As ſhe excited my curio- 
fity, I aſked her ſeveral queſtions. © Do you 
live in this remote ſolitude,” faid I, © entirely 
alone?“ ““ J have no companions,” ſhe replied, 
ce but my goats and my dog. I have a grand- 
daughter, married, two ſtadia further, who 
comes to fetch my cheeſe and my milk, and 
ſells them in the town.” —* How long,” ſaid 
I, © have you lived in this ſpot?“ “ Above 
eighty years,” ſhe replied, © nor have I ever 
quitted it but once, when I went to Sparta,” — 
c On what do you live?“ I enquired, —<* On 


the milk of my goats,” ſaid ſhe, & and the honey 
furniſhed by my bees; and what I do not uſe 


enables me ſometimes to give little preſents to 
my great grand-children.” —<« And are you con- 
tented and happy?“ continued I; © is there no- 
thing elſe you wiſh for?“ “ Yes,” replied ſhe, 
« I wiſh it may continue a long time yet to 
come ; but I know we muſt all die, and I am 
reſigned to my fate, which will happen whenever 


it pleaſes Jupiter. It is ſaid there is a great 


deal of evil and vexation in the world: I am 
: ſorry 
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ſorry for it: why is it ſo? Surely Jupiter has it 
in his power to make us all happy: as for myſelf, 
I have no cauſe to complain; I have never ſuf- 
fered any illneſs, and have only experienced one 
misfortune ; I mean, when my brave huſband was 
killed. Alas! I was then very young ! but as 
he died in defence of his country, that in ſome 
meaſure conſoled me.” Demonax aſked her 
in what battle he fell. © At the ſiege,” ſaid 
ſhe, „ of a great city then at enmity with 
Sparta, but I forget the name. The general, 
however, was called Lyſander.'”—* Then,” ſaid 
our companion, * it mult have been at the ſiege 
of Athens, which was carried on by Lyſander, a 
man of great talents, but very dangerous, on 
account of his ambition and his principles. He 
uſed to ſay, that children were amuſed with 
rattles, and men with words, that truth was 
better than falſehood, but they muſt both be em- 
ployed as occaſion may require. Did youever 
hear, ſaid I, © of the war of the Titans, of the 
deluge of Deucalion and Pyrrha, of the ſiege of 
Troy, or of Agamemnon, Achilles, and Hector?“ 
No,“ replied ſhe ; © were they ſhepherds, mu- 
ficians, or prieſts ???—* What is your opinion,” 
ſaid I, © relative to the foul ; do you thiak it is 
immortal, or that it dies with the body? “ In- 
deed,” ſaid ſhe, * I never thought about ir. 

13 Alas! 
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Alas! It was but laſt month, I ſaw one of my 
poor goats die, of whom I was very fond. I 
talked to her a long time, but ſhe did not an- 
ſwer me, though ſhe uſed to underſtand me 
perfectly well. This ſurely is a proof ſne was 
entirely dead.” But jyou know, continued 
I, „ that when we die, we deſcend into Tar- 
tarus, or go to the Elyſian fields, according as 
our lives have been virtuous or vicious?“ —“ J 
have often heard ſo, replied ſhe, © when I was 
young; but I reſpect the gods, and do no harm 
to any one. On the contrary, I give ſome of 
my goats' milk to all who paſs this way; and 
therefore what ſhould I be afraid of?“ ! Would 
you like,” ſaid I, © to begin your life over again, 
and paſs through the fame trials of fortitude, and 
the ſame ſeries of events you have experienced ?” 
— No doubt,” rephed ſhe, “ I would.” — 
* Then,” returned I, “ you are perhaps the 
only rational being who ever conſented to ſuch a 
propoſal. In general we are attached to life 
merely in hopes of meliorating our lot; but we 
meet with too many thorns and brambles to wiſh 
again to travel its rugged path.“ 

As I ftrolled about the houſe J perceived 
the ruins of an extenſive and magnificent edifice : 
large fragments of ſtone and marble, mouldering 
with time, broken ſhafts of columns, fallen en- 
tablatures, 
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tablatures, cornices, and capitals. On aſking 

Theodora to give us an account of theſe ancient 

ruins, which ſeemed to proclaim the reign of 
luxury and opulence, © Yes,” faid ſhe, this 
humble cottage ſtands on the very ſpot once oc- 

cupied by a rich and magnificent palace. In my 

youth, how often have I heard the tale repeated! 

but now my memory grows weak, and I forget 

every thing. At my age people think chiefly of 
_ themſelves, and of the care of their own life and 
health.” Demonax ſaid, he could relate to us 
this ſtory, which was well known by every 

Spartan, 

« When our great legiſlator Lycurgus,” ſaid 
he, © was deſirous of reforming the government, 
and eſtabliſhing an equality of fortunes among the 
citizens of Sparta, the rich raiſed a powerful 
faction againſt him, at the head of which was a 
very opulent and ambitious man named Alcan. 
der, who ſtirred up a part of the people againſt - 
Lycurgus, purſued him with a cudgel in his hand, 
ſtruck him in the face, and beat out one of his 
eyes. This inſult to ſo great a man re- animated 
his party; the people ſaw their error, and run- 
ning from. one extreme to the contrary, fell upon 
Alcander, whom they were going to tear in 
pieces, had not Lycurgus himſelf, though bleed- 

3 14 4 
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ing with his wound, protected him, by his en- 
treaties, againſt the rage of this irritated people. 

e The. proud Alcander could not endure to 
live in a city, whence Juxury and pleaſure were 
baniſhed, where the loweſt citizen was his 
equal, and where the ſenſe of reciprocal obliga- 
tion was burdenſome to his mind. He retired, 
therefore, to this palace, which was fitted up and 
decorated with all the magnificence of the moſt 
extravagant luxury, together with an only ſon, 
three years old, and his wife, who was an amiable 
woman, poſſeſſed great ſenſibility, and uſed all 
her endeavours to aſſuage his griefs, and render 
his retirement ſupportable. 

e But neither her tenderneſs and affection, the 
artleſs ſmiles and winning manners of his infant 
ſon, nor the ſweet and tranquil ſerenity of a 
rural life, could ſoften and conſole his exaſperated 
and havghty ſpirit. Who but would have been 
ſupremely happy in this intereſting ſociety, in the 
boſom of Nature, and ſurrounded by the charms 
of the country! But Alcander languiſhed in in- 
difference and inactivity, till at length he aroſe, 
one night, tired of his exiſtence, boiling with 
rage, and inebriated with the deſire of re- 
venge. His wife waking, aſked him, with great 
ſenſibility and terror, Where are you going ? 


5 | Why 
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Why do you leave me? If you have any griefs 
or anxieties, why not repoſe them in my boſom ? 
T will at leaſt endeavour to conſole you by parti- 
cipating them.” But Alcander anſwered: her 
dryly, Be not uneaſy : I have no other griev- 
ance than that of not being able to ſleep, and 
therefore am going to breathe a little freſh air. 
He then went into a neighbouring room, where 
his ſon was ſleeping with his nurſe, took him 
away, and wrote a note, which he left with a 
flave, ordering him to deliver it to his wife as 
ſoon as ſhe aroſe. Look,” continued Demo- 
nax, © towards your left, at that high and ſteep 
rock. To its ſummit Alcander climbed, and 
thence threw himſelf with his child, on whom he 
fell, and thus put an end to both their lives. 

« At the break of day his wife aroſe with ſur- 
priſe and anxiety at his not returning. The ſlave 
having delivered her the letter, ſhe opened it, 
palpitating with alarm, and read as follows: 
© I am now no longer in exiſtence. Life is be- 
come odious to me, and I have quitted it. May 
my ungrateful country thus alſo periſh ! I hate 
it too much to leave it my child, who, though 
born to enjoy the privileges of fortune, and the 
| higheſt honours and diſtinctions, has fallen to the 
rank of the meaneſt citizen. Farewel, and be 
conſoled; for though I once deſerved your 

| compaſſion, 
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compaſſion, I now no longer need it.” Having 
read this, ſhe ran about, wild with deſpair, and 
frantic with grief and horror, toſeck for the re- 
mains of her child and of her huſband, perhaps 
with ſome remaining hope of ſaving their lives; 
till at length ſhe came to the foot of the rock. 
What a. dreadful ſcene! Alcander, with his 
head half open, and his body mutilated, was yet 
breathing, though wholly inſenſible: but the 
child ſcarcely retained even a human form. 
The wretched widow beheld them with a fixed 
eye; her heart ſeemed convulſed, her blood 
was frozen in her veins, and ſhe was wholly 
robbed of the power of ſpeech. At length a 
deep ſigh came from the bottom of her foul. It 
was her laſt; for ſhe fell, and expired upon her 
mangled child. 

« This melancholy cataſtrophe was no ſooner 
known at Sparta, than the ſenate ordered the 
palace to be demoliſhed, as a memorable monu- 
ment of Alcander's unbounded pride, his traitor- 
ous ambition, and his deſtructive rage.” 

Demonax having concluded his tale, we took 
leave of our worthy hoſteſs, whom we called 
another Baucis, and embracing her, wiſhed her 
a long enjoyment of that life which to her was 
marked with the purity of innocence and the 
{crenity of happineſs. - 


We 
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We converſed, during the remainder of our 
journey, on the character and mode of life of this 
good woman, who was virtuous by inſtinct, kind 
from ſentiment, believed in the gods through 
prejudice, was totally careleſs of the future, and 
happy as to the paſt, Her pleaſures were. cir- 
cumſcribed, her enjoyments limited to a few of 
the moſt ſimple and natural gratifications, her 
ſtudies and her ſcience not extending beyond the 
care of her goats, and her ambition depending 
on their proſperity ; unknowing and unknown by 
all mankind, yet perhaps the moſt fortunate of 
all our race. She had mechanically. purſued the 
maxims, and practiſed the wiſdom of our philo- 
ſophers. No doubt,” faid I to Phanor, you 
admire the happy condition of this poor 
woman ?”—<« Moſt aſſuredly, replied he.— 
* But would you,” continued I, «© exchange 
ſituations with her, and live exactly as ſhe does, 
in ſolitude, unknown by the world, 1gnorant, 
and poor? In ſhort, would you conſent. to be 
happy on the ſame terms?” —* I know not, 
ſaid. he. I am afraid 1 ſhould refuſe the bar- 
ter. And what,” returned I, “ is your 
reaſon ? ; I know not, repeated he.—“ I 
doubt,” ſaid I, * the true anſwer will be found 
in your felf-love. You would think yourſelf 
abaſed and degraded were you poor and deſtitute 
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from ſentiment, believed in the gods through 
prejudice, was totally careleſs of the future, and 
happy as to the paſt, Her pleaſures were. cir- 
cumſcribed, her enjoyments limited ro a few of 
the moſt ſimple and natural gratifications, her 
ſtudies and her ſcience not extending beyond the 
care of her goats, and her ambition depending 
on their proſperity ; unknowing and unknown by 
all mankind, yet perhaps the moſt fortunate of 
all our race. She had mechanically purſued the 
maxims, and practiſed the wiſdom of our philo- 
ſophers. No doubt,” ſaid I to Phanor, you 
admire the happy condition of this poor 
woman?“ - Moft affuredly,” replied he. 
“But would you,” continued I, “ exchange 
ſituations with her, and live exactly as ſhe does, 
in ſolitude, unknown by the world, ignorant, 
and poor? In ſhort, would you conſent. to be 
happy on the ſame terms ?”—* I know not, 
ſaid, he. © I am afraid I ſhould refuſe the bar- 
ter. And what,” returned I, „“ is your 
reaſon? “ I know not,” repeated he.—“ I 
doubt,” ſaid I, © the true anſwer will be found 
in your felf-love. You would think yourſelf 
abaſed and degraded were you poor and deſtitute 
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of learning ; and yet the firſt and moſt important 
ſcience of mankind is that of happineſs. The 
great object of life is not to be an eloquent ora- 
tor, a {kilful poet, or a great captain, but to live 
happily.”—* I am of the ſame opinion,” ſaid 
Phanor ; © yet notwithſtanding the voice of 
Reaſon, no man of talents, perhaps, would envy 
the happineſs of this poor old woman, or conſent 
to enjoy it,” | 
Demonax interrupted this converſation to 
point out to us the city of Sparta, which now 
appeared ata conſiderable diſtance in the bottom 
of the valley. While we were admiring its ſitu- 
ation, he told us it was in no reſpect inferior to 
any city in the Peloponneſus, in reſpect to the 
agreeableneſs of its environs. © We ſhall have 
time enough,” continued he, © to explore them, 
and I will be your myſtagogue.” He in- 
formed us Lycurgus had divided Laconia into 
. thirty thouſand portions, which he diſtributed 
among the inhabitants, appropriating the nine 
' thouſand ſhares round the city to thoſe who were 
true- born Spartans. He conducted us through 
a labyrinth of groves and gardens, decorated with 
innumerable emblems, inſcriptions, and ſtatues, 
in commemoration of mythological hiſtory rela- 
tive to the adventures of Caſtor and Pollux, of 


Hyacinthus, of Leda, and eſpecially of Helen, 
- | whoſe 
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whoſe name was inſcribed on almoſt every plane- 
tree, often accompanied with ſome device or 
ſentiment, as, Reſpe? me, for I am the tree of 
Helen. *Tis amid theſe charming ſcenes,” 
ſaid Demonax, * that. the Spartan maids de- 
light to ſing that celebrated ſong compoſed by 
Sappho, at fifteen years of age, beginning, 


Ah ! virgin bloom, ah ! whither art thou fled ? 


Thus ranging from garden to garden, and 
from bower to bower, we at length arrived at 
the city of Lacedzmon : but we ſaw neither 
walls nor barriers; and when I aſked Demonax 
by what ramparts it was defended, By the va- 
lour of our arms,” he replied. The twilight 
was now lingering into night, and we reſted our 


| wearied limbs in the houſe of our hoſpitable 
conductor. | 


—— , oe a Sons 


— ——— ——U j—)—.— —— 1 ——55äůä K 
, 
- * 


— — ——— ——— — 
o 


—— — — — 


126 THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 


- 


CHAP: LVL. 


Deferipti on of the city of Lacedæmon.— Dreſs and 
manners of the inbabitants.— Ihe Gymnaſium. 


Public meals.-Robbery committed on Phanor. - 


T 


the guidance of our friendly hoſt “. 


The form of Lacedzmon is circular, and is 


interſected with ' ſeveral hills, being only forty- 
eight ſtadia in circumference ; whereas Athens 
is near a hundred. At that time it contained 
only eight thouſand men able to bear arms. 

We were aftoniſhed at finding the city of 
Sparta a mere aſſemblage of huts and ſmall low 


It is now called Mifitra, and the peninſula of the Pelo- 


| ponneſus, in which it ſtands, the Morea, But few remains 


of the ancient Sparta now exiſt. In the Plataniſta and the 
Dromos are ſome confuſed heaps of ſtones; and the former 
ſtill produces plane-trees, from which its name is derived, 


The Jews have three ſynagogues there, and the Caloyers, or 


nuns of La Panagia, a fine monaſtery. The church is one 
of the handſomeſt in the world, and the Turks have turned 
it into a moſque, near which is a magnificent hoſpital. The 
Eurotas, on which it is ſituated, is ſtill called the Baſilipotamo 
(vulgꝭ Vaſilipotamo), a name of Greek extraction, ſignifying 


Ling of rivers, and the city is celebrated for its beautiful 


women and a fine ſpecies of dogs. 
houſes. 


HE next day we walked over the city, under 
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houſes. When we arrived in the public ſquare, 
«Tt is here,” faid Demonax, “ that the ſenate, 
conſiſting of twenty-eight old men,” and the 
council of the five Ephori, hold their meetings.” 
From this ſpot we proceeded to the fineſt 
edifice in the city, the portico of the Perſians, 
thus named becauſe it was built with the ſpoils 
taken from that nation. We there ſaw a great 
number of ſtatues of white marble, placed on the 
tops of columns. © Theſe ſtatues,” ſaid our 
hoſt, „ repreſent the leaders of the barbarian 
army. That,” continued he, “is Mardonius, 
who loſt the battles of Marathon and Platææ; 
and this is queen Artemiſia, who fought ſo cou- 
rageouſly for Xerxes at the battle of Salamis.“ 
We then viſited ſeveral temples, confecrated 
to Terra, Jupiter, Minerva, Neptune, Juno, 
and Apollo. We alſo ſaw a coloſſal ſtatue, which 
Demonax told us repreſented the people of La- 
cedæmon. A little farther was the temple of 
the Parcæ; and near it ſtood the tomb of 
Oreſtes. a 
We quitted the great ſquare by the ſtreet 
called the Courſe; ſo called, becauſe Icarius, the 
father of Penelope, intending to marry his 
daughter, offered her, to him who ſhould excel 
his rivals in the Courſe, of which this ſtreet was 
the 
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the ſcene, and where Ulyſſes was the ſucceſsful 


competitor. 
We now perceived an old temple on the ſum- 


mit of a ſmall hill. Our guide told us it was de- 
dicated to Venus. Its form and conſtruction, 


continued he, © are very ſingular ; for in fact 
it conſiſts of two diſtinct temples, one placed 
upon the other. In the lower edifice, Morpho *, 
or Venus the goddeſs of beauty, is worſhipped : - 
but in the upper, Venus, veiled and chained, 
as an image of the fidelity due from wives to 
their huſbands.” 

Demonax now conducted us to _ Dromos, a 
place uſed as a Courſe for the exerciſe of the 
youth, and including two gymnaſia ; and a few | 
paces from this ſpot is an old ſtatue of Hercules, 
at the feet of which they offer ſacrifices when 
they enter the age of virility. _ 

Beyond the Dromos, and near the ſtatue, he 
ſhewed us an old houſe, which had once been the 
reſidence of Menelaus, the unfortunate huſband 
of the beautiful Helen. Sparta has no citadel 
like the CaUmea of Thebes, or Lariſſa at Argos: 
her only local defence 1s a hill that commands 
the town. 


* Morpho ſignifies form or rar :foyr,, beauty. 
The 
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The youths we met in our excurſions wore 
long beards, and their hair, which was divided 
in two or three treſſes, wantoned at full length 
upon their ſhoulders. They had very thick 
muſtachios, which hung down to their boſoms, 
and in lieu of the long cloak of the Athenians, 
they wore a very ſhort caſſock over their tunic, 
which in time of war is red, but always very 
Tagged and dirty. A certain philoſopher juſtly. 
named it the cloak of pride. At this time they 
wore ſandals on their feet; though one of the 
laws of Lycurgus profcribed the uſe of thoſe 
luxuries. On their heads were caps in the 
form of a cone, and they walked filently and 
gravely along, fixing their eyes on the ground, 
and hiding their hands beneath their cloaks “, or 
holding a ſtick, the end of which was hooked. 
The children we ſaw were without either ſhoes 
or ſtockings. © What a contraſt,” ſaid I to Pha- 
nor, © do theſe people exhibit, when compared 
wich the elegance and luxury of the Athenians ! © 
How ſtriking is the ruſticity of the Spartans, after 
beholding the effeminacy of your friend the - 
bapta !”” —< But I readily vanquiſhed that vil- 
lain,“ returned he, and it would not be ſo 
eaſy, perhaps, to beat theſe ſtout lads.“ We 
now perceived three young girls walking firmly 


A manner of walking preſcribed by that legiſlator. T. N. 
SL K and 
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and briſkly along. They were very tall, exhi- 
bited all the roſy brilliancy of vigorous health; 
and were formed to be models for the painter and 
the ſtatuary. They paſſed cloſe to us, having 
immenſe. hats made of reeds from the Eurotas, 
and their. clothes, which were very ſhort, diſ- 
covered the beautiful ſhape of their legs.— 
e Theſe,” ſaid I ro Demonax, * are three very 
fine women.” “ Yet they do not ſuſpect it 
themſelves,” ſaid he. © The women of Athens, 
continued our conductor, © are very jealous of 
thoſe of Lacedzmon, and imagine themſelves 
more beautiful, becauſe they have the art of con- 
cealing their defects beneath the elegance of their 
apparel “.“ That, however, of the Athenian 
women,” replied I, © is more decent.” . But 
our young women,” anſwered he, © are ſuffi- 
ciently veiled by their modeſty. Virtue is their 

protection and their dreſs. That of our married 
women, indeed, is regulated with the greateſt 
preciſion : but our maidens would not have the 
proper uſe of their limbs were they equally con- 


fined. They learn to dance, to wreſtle, to run 


* A woman of Athens happening to meet one of her own 
ſex, who was a native of Sparta, they both inſtantly turned 
away their heads; the former, becauſe ſhe could not bear 
the ſmell of butter exhaled by the Lacedzmonian, and the 
latter, becauſe equally PR with the perfumes of the 
Athenian, 

in 
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in the Cadium, and to throw the diſk and the 
javelin. They are habituated to theſe exerciſes 
to ſtrengthen their bodies, open their cheſts, and 
qualify them to give healthy and robuſt children 
to their country. For the ſame purpoſe we 
have ſome ſolemn feſtivals, where they dance 
naked.” —< And can we,” interrupted Phanor, 
cc attend. . 0 exerciſes P”—C Yes,” replied 
Demonax, provided you are married.” I 
was going to ſay we were neither of us ſo fortu- 
nate, but Phanor prevented me by aſſuring him 
we were both married. * In that caſe,” returned 
Deen, « I will conduct you thither to- 
morrow.“ 

Our hoſt kept his word, and accompanied us; 
very early in the morning, to the Plataniſta, 
which is a plain on the banks of the Eurotas, 
ſhaded by the fineſt plane-trees. |< It, was in 
the meadows of the Platanon,” ſaid our guide, 
« that the flowers were gathered for the garland 
that adorned the beautiful Helen on the day of 
her nuptials, There the youth aſſemble for all 
kinds of exerciſes. Two avenues of trees lead 
toit; and at the extremity of the one is a ſtatue 
of Hercules, ſignifying: that ſtrength overcomes 
every thing; and at the other, a Lycurgus, as ag 
emblem of the law, which is the great bond of 
mankind,” | 

| K 2 Here 
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Here we were ſhown to ſome ſtone ſeats, 
riſing above each other; and upon a ſignal given, 
we ſaw forty young women, of a fine flender 
ſhape, come in, with tunics open on each fide, 
-and extending no lower than the knee, Their 
arms and legs were uncovered, and a crown of 
laurel bound their hair. They advanced to 
the middle of the ſtadium, where they divided 
into two bands; and upon a ſecond ſignal the 
two troops boldly approached, each other, ſud- 
denly halted, and then as ſuddenly each athleta 
ruſhed upon her adverſary. Fhey ſeized each 
other, intertwined their arms and their legs to- 
gether, then yielded by turns, then preſſed for- 
ward, again receded, and again advanced; 
ſometimes tottering and ready to fall, but ſoon 
recovering their poiſe, and returning to the 
charge; while their light airy tunic fluttered in 
the wind, and diſplayed their elegantly- attractive 
forms. Phanor ſeemed wholly abſorbed in at- 
tending to the conteſt, and particularly fixed his 
eyes on the couple who were matched as the 
ſtrongeſt, and at the ſame time were the moſt 
beautiful of the combatants. © What lovely 
ſhapes !” he whiſpered ſoftly : “ what faſcinating 
charms! But with what apathy theſe Spartan 
ſtatues behold them!“ “ You are, perhaps, not 
| quite 
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quite ſo inſenſible, ſaid 1.“ No, by Venus!” 
cried he; 1 ſcarcely know where I am.“ 
« Endeavour, at leaſt,” ſaid I, © to conceal your 
juvenile emotions, and imitate my gravity.” 
Again he pulled my arm, exclaiming, with ad- 
miration, at the beauty of the Spartan maids. 
The couple we had been particularly obſerving 
now fell upon the arena, one upon the other. 
The combatant that was uppermoſt almoſt 
equalled Venus herſelf in the luxurious elegance 
of her charms. Phanor again importuned me 
with the raptures of admiration : but I re- 
queſted him to be ſilent, as we ſeemed to be. 
noticed. We therefore caſt our eyes down- 
wards, and reſumed. our gravity. The lovely 
object we were contemplating was the beautiful, 
the celebrated Aſpaſia, who at length bore off the 
prize of ſtrength, and deſerved to receive that 
of beauty alſo. During this exerciſe 1 obſerved 
that the young women attacked the young men, 
ſometimes with the moſt ſpirited raillery, and 
ſometimes with epigrams ; while others eulogiſed 
thoſe to whom they were attached, or recited ſon- 
nets in their praiſe ; thus inflaming their courage, 
and awakening the jealouſy of their companions. . 
When the wreſtling was finiſhed, the ſame- 
young women prepared for the pedeſtrian race. 
Twenty of them having ranged themſelves ina 
AY row 
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row behind an extended cord, the ſignal was 
given by muſical inſtruments, upon which the 
cord fell, and the heroines ruſhed forward. A 
cloud of duſt aroſe as they flew along the plain, 
while Phanor, raviſhed with delight, purſued, 
with eager eyes, the lightly-bounding and ſwift- - 
footed Aſpaſia, for whom he poured forth the 
moſt ardent vows. His vows were heard ; for 
already ſhe outſtripped her competitors, and, 
like the unequalled Atalanta, her feet ſcarcely 


touched the earth. She ſoon darted from the 


reſt, and reached the goal amidft' the loud 
and animated acclamations of the ſpectators, who 
all exulted in her victory. One of the ephori 
now advancing, placed a crown of wild olive 
upon her head, and we beheld the lovely cheeks 


of the beautiful Aſpaſia aſſume the deepeſt hue 


of crimſon : for ſhe was overpowered with the 
confuſion with which modeſty receives the meed 
of pre-eminent excellence, and obtains univerſal 


diſtinction and applauſe. 

Theſe gymnaſtic games diſturbed the head 
2nd heart of Phanor, who was wholly unable to 
fleep. Throughout the night the beautiful form 


of Aſpaſia Karel before his eyes or eluded his 


longing arms, and diſplayed her lovely ſhape, 
her unequalled ſwiftneſs, or her luxurious and 
faſcinating charms, with which he already con- 

"ed 
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feſſed himſelf to be deſperately in love. When 
I reminded him of the beautiful Theano, and 
the adorable Theophania, Pſhaw !” cried he, 
tc neither Theophania nor Theano can be com- 
pared with this accompliſhed Spartan maid,” 

A few days after we accompanied Demonax to 
one of the public meals calls Phiditia, where, he 
informed us, the kings, the ephori, and the 
citizens ate in common. Every one,” ſaid 
he, „ brings a buſhel of flour per month, to- 
gether with eighteen meaſures of wine, five 
pounds of cheeſe, two and a half of figs, and a 
little iron money to buy meat. The ſcenes of 
theſe meals,” continued he, © are large halls, 
where fifteen perſons fit down at each table. On 
entering one of theſe edifices, we met a Spartan, 
the moſt ancient of the company; who re- 
minded every one, as he entered, that nothing 
he heard there muſt paſs that way - pointing at 
the ſame time to the door. | 

Thoſe who fat at one table took no notice of 
thoſe at the others; and no one can be admitted 
to any without the unanimous conſent of the 
\ gueſts; for when any one is propoſed, each indi- 
vidual of the meſs throws a little ball, formed of 
crumb of bread, into a baſin, which a fervant 
carries round the table on his head, when a 
fingle ball being flattened between the finger and 


K 4 thumb, 
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thumb, is ſufficient to exclude the candidate. See- 
ing a young man, who was very lame, come in, 
and expreſſing my ſurpriſe, Demonax informed 
me he was the only cripple in the country.“ He 
has been wounded,” ſaid he, © in battle, and 
his mother endeavoured. to conſole him for his 
misfortune by telling him he could not take a 
ſingle ſtep without a. memorial of his valour.” 


At theſe meals, contrary to the cuſtom of other 
nations, the Spartans fit on wooden benches, and 
are ſerved with black broth and boiled pork in 


equal portions *.  Phanor whiſpered to me, 
c What a. wretched dinner!“ But,“ re- 
plied I, © it ſeems to be ſeaſoned by appe- 
tite; for ſee how heartily they eat!” We 
aſked Demonax whether this was their daily 
fare: „es, replied he, © except that ſome- 
times they have game and fiſh ; and when good 


* This black broth was made with the gravy 83 
from a piece of pork, and ſeaſoned with ſalt and vinegar. 
Plutarch ſays they had another kind of ſoup, made with gels, 
which they called white pottage. 

At length, however, the ſimplicity of theſe feſtivals yielded 
to the introduction of luxuries, and the moſt exquiſite diſhes, 
were ſerved up, accompanied with the moſt precious per- 
fames, and deſerts conſiſting of the moſt delicate rarities. 
The cuſhions and covers of their couches were ſtuffed with the 
ſwan-down of Amyclæ, and were fo loaded with embroidery, 
and ſo richly decorated, that ſtrangers were fearful of uſing 
them, | 

cheer 
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cheer is wanting, their meals.are animated with 
gaiety and humour.” As I was expreſſing my 
admiration of this inſtitution to Demonax, he 
directed my attention to the ſtatue of the god of 
Laughter, which ſtood. in the centre of the hall, 
_ « Lycurgus placed it there,” ſaid he, © as a pre- 
cept to the company to indulge in the innocent 
enjoyments of exhilarating mirth.” 

On inquiring whether the Lacedzmonians did 
not ſometimes eat at home: It is only al- 
lowed,” faid Demonax, when they return too 
late from hunting the wolf, or when they offer 
facrifices to the gods at their own houſes; in 
which caſes they ſend a part of the game they 
take, or the firſt fruits of their ſacrifices, to their 
companions of the ſame table. When king 
Agis arrived in triumph from the army, being 
defirous of ſupping at home, he ſent hither for 
his portion, which the polemarchs refuſed, This 
ſo irritated the king, that the next day he waved 
the ſacrifice cuſtomarily offered to the gods after 
a victorious campaign; in conſequence of which 
thoſe magiſtrates condemned him to pay a 
fine. 927 

Two of the ſlaves called Helotæ were now in- 
troduced into the hall. A large cup of wine 
being offered to each of them, they took a hearty 
draught; after which they refuſed the cups that 

os were 
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were preſented them, till the old men who 
prefided at the tables compelled them to drink, 
and'made them completely drunk. As ſoon as 
they were affected with the fumes of the liquor, 
and, beginning to ſtagger, betrayed the diſorder 
of their reaſon by the abſurdity of their diſ- 
courſe, they were led round the hall, and or- 
dered to ſing fooliſh and libidi nous ſongs, being 8 
forbidden to utter any others. They were then 
ſet to dance, and made to place themſelves in the 
moſt ridiculous and indecent attitudes. To us 
this ſight was highly diſguſting, and excited our 
wonder and commiſeration. I aſked Demonax 
the reaſon of it, and he replied, We exhibit 
theſe objects, from time to time, to our youth, 
to ſhow them the deformity of vice, and the 
horrid effects of drunkenneſs and debauchery.” 
* By Bacchus, then,” exclaimed Phanor, 

« drink, and you will be more indulgent.” 
Several of the younger diſciples alſo attended, 
but merely as ſpectators, and were not allowed 
to fit down. „ Theſe youths,” ſaid Demonax, 
« come here to acquire the art of converſation, 
the ſallies of wit, and the leſſons of wiſdom.” 
While he was ſaying this, Phanor obſerved. one 
of them ſtealing ſome fruit; which he concealed 
in his boſom : „See, ſaid he to me, ce how 
that little rogue — by the leſſons of wil- 
dom !” 


- — 
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dom l Silence!“ faid 1; © if you betray 
him he will be ruined.” He inſtantly perceived 
that he had himſelf been robbed of two very fine 
partridges which he had bought for our ſupper, 
And was carrying in his pocket; for he was not 
| partial either to black broth or boiled pork. A 
few days before, at the Gymnaſium, he had in 
like manner loſt a leveret which he had killed in 
hunting, and concealed under his coat. In the 
firſt emotion of vexation and diſappointment at 
the loſs of his birds he complained of it ro De- 
monax, ſaying, he did not conceive that in ſuch 
a company of the grave and the wiſe he muſt 
watch his pockets, and miſtruſt his neighbours, 
as if he wereamong thieves, Upon this Demo- 
nax burſt into a loud laugh, exclaiming, that he 
would cordially embrace the perpetrator of this 
theft, and doubted not it was the ſame who had 
ſo dexterouſly ſtolen the leveret. © You know 
him, then?“ ſaid Phanor,—< Perfectly well,” 
replied Demonax. « Did you' not ſee a call 
young man, who ſeated himſelf between you 
and me? He is my nephew, and is a very 
clever lad. He made a preſent of your leveret 
to his miſtreſs, and probably your partridges will 
ſhare the ſame fate. And this, faid Phanor, 
c you conſider as a piece of pleaſantry? By 
Ju uno, I pity you for having — a hopeful rela- 
tion!“ 


Fug 
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tion l Why ſo?” returned De monax: I 
am quite proud of him. He is a brave youth, 
and a true Spartan, and 1s univerſally eſteemed. 
. You are ignorant, perhaps, that this kind of rob- 
bery is authorized; by a law of Lycurgus?“ — 
« We live here, then,” exclaimed Phanor, © as 
in the midſt of a lawleſs foreſt ? By Hercules, 
I will have my revenge, and rob in my turn!“ 
6 If fo,” replied -Demonax, I adviſe you at 
leaſt to do it neatly and ſkilfully; for if you are 
caught in the fact, you will be puniſhed for your 
awkwardneſs,” —< Beſides,” continued Phanor, 
« what have you to be robbed of? Some 
wooden ſpoons, your ſandals, and a few iron 
oboli!''—<*< You muſt not be ſurpriſed, how- 
ever,” reſumed Demonax, © at the principle of 
this law; for it is calculated to form our 
youth——"—< Yes,” ſaid Phanor, © to robbery 
and plunder,” —< Far from it,” . replied our 
friend; * it forms them to vigilance and the 
arts of war. . My dear friend,” ſaid Phanor 
to me, as ſoon as we were alone, this proud 
city of Lacedæmon is a horde of fools, of 
thieves, and of barbarians, They have very bad 
cheer, are very ill-lodged, and rob us at every 
turn, What a ſcene of idleneſs and inſipidity ! 
The arts and ſciences are baniſhed, and their 


dialect is as harſh and diſguſting as their man- 
ners, 
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ners. Theſe great ignorant boobies are walking 
about the whole day in the ſquare, without di- 
recting their thoughts to any uſeful purpoſe, or 
at beſt, waſting them on projects of conqueſt 
and of war. Here is not one object worthy the 
attention of a traveller, except the beauriful form 
of the women. But I do not like to be duped ; 
and if I can be revenged of this nephew of De- 
monax, who feaſts at my expence, certainly I will 
not ſuffer the opportunity to eſcape.” 


— 


142 THE TRAYELS or ANTENOR 


MAP LI. 


Accident at the temple of Diana. — Exerciſes of the 
young people. — A delivery.—F amous m_ 
Rm | 


A CALAMITY, Which had nearly coſt us our 
lives, added to the diſguſt of Phanor at 
the city of Lacedæmon. One day, when a grand 
ſolemnity was to take place in the temple of 
Diana, it caught fire. The flames ſpread with 
rapidity, and we ſaw three women, with torches 
in their hands, endeavouring to increaſe their 
rage. On the alarm being ſpread, the people 
ruſhed with impetuoſity to the gate; and the 
ſcreams of thoſe who were half ſtifled with the 
preſſure of the croud, or fearful of being trodden 
under foot, added to the confuſion of the ſcene; 
while the terror, the deſpair, and the clamour 
of the women filled our ſouls with horror, and 
made us almoſt inſenſible to the danger that 
ſurrounded us. In the meanwhile we were borne 
along by the croud, and ſeparated from each 
other, till at length I found myſelf in the court 
before the temple, violently bruiſed, and almoſt 
5 7 torn 
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torn in pieces. The ephori, who were preſent 
in their places, immediately ordered the three 
furies by whom this outrage was committed, 
to be ſeized, while, ſtill hurrying with rage 
and deſpair, they communicated the fire to all 
parts of the temple. I now rejoined Phagor, 
who, ſtill more maltreated than myſelf, curſed 
the feſtival, the Lacedæmonians, and all the 
country. At length the fire was ſubdued, and 
the three incendiaries brought to the great 
ſquare. They were a mother and two moſt 
lovely daughters, whoſe charms were rather en- 
hanced than eclipſed by the wild diſorder of their 
dreſs, and the flowing looſeneſs of their hair. 
The mother, whoſe name was Democrite, full 
of rage and fury, exhorted her daughters to con- 
ſtancy and firmneſs, and to contemn the torments 
that might await them. One of the ephori hav- 
ing upbraided her for her crime, © No,” an- 
ſwered ſhe, © it is not I that am the criminal. 
I revenge the injured Alcippus, my huſband, 
and the father of theſe children, whom you have 
baniſhed without juſt cauſe, and have forbidden 
us to accompany him in his exile. We have 
been condemned to ſhame, miſery, and humili- 
ation: but I avenge myſelf of your injuſtice and 
cruelty ; and my only grief is at being unable to 


cruſh you beneath the ruins. of your temple. 
Go, 
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Go, barbarians! I am not baſe euough to beg 
for life at your hands.” Thus ſaying, ſhe drew 
forth a poniard, her daughters followed her ex- 
ample, and all three at once plunged them in 
their boſoms in the preſence of the aſſembly, 
who were rooted to the ground with horror and 
amazement. Thus they fell, weltering in their 
blood, into each other's arms, while the ex- 
piring Democrite called upon Nemeſis and Ate “, 
devoting her unjuſt and ungrateful country to 
Pluto, to the Furies, and to the gods who puniſh 
the wicked. This ſcene of horror filled the whole 
city with conſternation ; while the unparalleled 
courage and energy of the three incendiaries ex- 
cited univerſal pity and admiration. 

Demonax now informed us of a combat that 
was to take place at the Plataniſta, between the 
youth of Lacedæmon. „ Yeſterday,” faid he, 
ce they divided in two troops, and facrificed a 
little dog to Mars, as the moſt courageous of 
domeſtic animals. After this they ſet two tame 


* Ate was the daughter of Jupiter, and the Geddeſs of Evil. 
She raiſed ſuch jealouſy and ſedition among the gods, that 
Jupiter ſeized her by the hair, and baniſhing her for ever from 
heaven, ſent her to dwell upon the earth, where ſhe revenged 
herſelf by exciting mankind to wickedneſs and ſtrife. She 
traverſed the globe with incredible rapidity, while the 
Prayers limped after her, ſtriving in vain to > wag the miſ- 

chiefs ſhe occaſioned, 


boars 
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boars to fight, and each party took the warmeſt 
intereſt in their champion. In the courſe of the 
night, continued he; © they have been drawing 
lots to determine by which bridge each troop * 
ſhould enter the Platanĩiſta. It is noon, and that 
is the time appointed for the combat; Let us 
go and ſee it.” We arrived at the tnoment when 
the ſignal was given. Immediately each party 
ruſhed upon the other, and fought both with 
their fiſts and their feet, biting with all their 
ſtrength, and endeavouring to tear out each 
other's eyes; ſometimes in platoons, fometimes 
body to body; each troop exerting their utmoſt 
efforts to drive the other back; and force them 
into the Eurotas. In this ſtruggle, a youth of 
an uncommonly pleaſing and attractive counte- 
nance fell beneath his vigorous antagoniſt, and 
broke his thigh. This aceident, however, 
ſeemed to make no impreſſion on the reſt. The 
wounded combatant was carried off, and the 
games proceeded as before, Phanor was indig- 
nant at this ferocious inſenſibility, and exclaim- 
ed; © Let us be gone! Theſe people are 
more ſavage than the Thracians! Beſides,” 
continued he, © this is far from being fo intereſt- 
ing a ſight as that of the young women. I enjoy 
no exhibitions but thoſe of the beautiful Aſpaſia. 
My dear friend, that lovely girl has robbed me 
vol. 11. b „ 


146 THE TRAVELS OF {ANTENOR 


of my peace, and every moment diſturbs my re- 
poſe. This morning ſhe paſſed me in a ſhort 
petticoat, and ſtraw hat. Gods! what a charm- 
ing ſhape! F was following her, and would 
have accoſted her, but ſhe ſeemed to diſcover 
my deſign, and fled from me with the rapidity 
of the doe. By Pollux, I would marry her in- 
ſtantly with all my ſoul!“— “ Perhaps fo,” 
ſaid I: „ but the laws of the country forbid. 
You have not the honour of being born at 
Sparta; and beſides, it would be impoſſible to 
marry all the fine women you happen to admire.” 
He aſſented to my reaſoning, and yy 
N to his fate. 

The next day we went to the W dove 
of the children, who ſleep in extenſive dor- 
mitories, on beds of reeds, which in winter are 
covered with thiftle-down: Demonax informed 
us, that at ſeven years of age they quitted their 
paternal roof, and were removed to a kind of 
barracks and that at five they learnt the Pyr- 
rhic or military dance. Ar Athens,” faid I, 
« they begin, at ſeven years old, to read | 
Homer.” 

The wife of Demonax, who was now very 
near her time, was a proud, imperious woman, 
like moſt of her ſex at Sparta. Her huſband one 
day interceding with her to pardon a Helot, 

whom 
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whom. ſhe was about to chaſtiſe, ſhe refuſed him 
with the utmoſt haughtineſs. Being much ſur- 
priſed at her manner, I told her Sparta was the 
only place where the women commanded the 
men; « Becanſe,” replied ſhe, « we are the 
only women who produce men.“ 

At length Demonax came to us in the middle 
of the night, intoxicated with Joy, told us his 
wife was attacked with the pains of childbirth, 
and invited us to attend the ceremonies cuſtomary 
on that occaſion. The mother was placed upon 
a buckler, and furniſhed with a javelin. As 
ſoon as the child came into the world, as he 
was a male, the relations laid him on the buck- 
ler, at the ſame time crying out, Or with it or 
upon it“. At day-break the joyful father car- 
ried him to the Leſcha t, where eight of the 
oldeſt of his tribe attended to examine into 
the goodneſs of his conſtitution. The nurſe 
having put ſome wine in a bucket, plunged him 


* When the Spartans departed to join the camp, it was 
cuſtomary for their mothers to deliver them their buck- 
lers, ſaying, 1 rr n e76 80 3 that 1 18, Bring this back, 
or be brought upon it;“ thoſe who fell in battle being 
carried home upon their bucklers. | 
1 + All the large towns of Greece were furniſhed with theſe 
leſchz, Oi, which, like our coffce-houſes, were the ren- 
dea vous of the belt ſociety. Sparta had two leſchæ, though 
appropriated to very different purpoſes. 


I. 2 In, 
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in, waſhed his body, and after having left him 

ſome time in the bath ꝰ, preſented him to the old 
men. But this dangerous immerſion had injured 
the new-born babe, and thrown him into convul- 
fions; in conſequence of which the judges de- 
clared .that he could never become a vigorous 
man, and that he would therefore be uſeleſs to 
the republic. Phanor repreſented to them that 
this momentary examination was a very uncertain 
criterion, and that even the want of phyſical 
ſtrength might be advantageouſly compenſated 
by moral excellence and brilliant talents : but 
theſe grave perſonages ſilenced him with a look of 
ſeverity and diſdain, and gave him no other an- 
ſwer than by unanimouſly pronouncing ſentence 
of death upon the innocent little infant. On 
hearing this barbarous decree I turned my eyes 
towards the father, who, without the leaſt change 


of countenance, immediately ordered a ſlave to 
carry him to Mount Taygetuss We accom- 


* Henry IV. of France was treated nearly in the ſame 
manner as the children of Sparta, His father, Anthony of 
Bourbon, having received him from the nurſe, gave him a 
clove of garlick to ſuck, and put ſome wine in his mouth. 
Jn his infancy he was dreſſed and fed like other children; 
and was accuſtomed to exerciſe himſelf in running and 


climbing among the rocks. His food was generally 


brown bread, beef, and cheeſe, and he was frequently made 
to walk barefoot, and with his head uncovered. 
panied 


* 
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panied him, together with his cruel judges, and 
faw him thrown down the precipice into the 
Apothetæ, a gulf appropriated to that purpoſe *. 
tc What cruel monſters!” cried Phanor, as we 
ſtood apart from the company: What atro- - 
cious barbarians! Ah! were the women leſs 


beautiful, the whole city ought to be pe 
and exterminated.“ | 
We dared not ſpeak to Demonax of the loſs of 
his ſon, or the barbarous law to which he had 
been facrificed. At length, however, 1 ven» 
tured to expreſs ſome concern at his misfortune: 


but he anſwered coldly, that it was a very wiſe 
law. « Our children,” faid he, * are not born 


* The Chineſe are ftill more cruel to their children than the 
Lacedæmonians, expoſing them in great numbers, and mak- 
ing uſe of three various ways of getting rid of them, Some- 
times the midwives drown them in a bafin of hot water, and 
are paid by the parents for the operation : ſometimes they 
are thrown into the river with a hollow gourd fixed to their 
back, ſo that they float a long time before they ceaſe to exiſt, 
Their cries would make any human being, except a Chineſe, 
whoſe heart is hardened by cuſtom, ſhudder with horror. A 
third mode is to expoſe them in the ſtreets, where dung carts 
paſs along every morning, eſpecially at Pekin, to pick them 
up; after which they are thrown into a foſſe, which is left 
open, in hopes the Mahometaus may take ſome of them 
away. But it often happens that before the dung-carts ar- 
rive, the dogs and pigs, with which the ſtreets abound, cd 
cularly the latter, devour them alive, 
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for ourſelves, but for 6ur country, which ought 
to admit none into its boſom but ſuch as are 
healthy and robuſt. The reſt would be an uſe- 
leſs burthen. - Hence the republic has ordained 
that children ſnhall be examined naked, every de- 
cade, by the Ephori, who attend to their con- 
ſtitution and ſtate of health; when thoſe who are 
too fat are chaſtiſed and puniſned. My nephew, 
who is now ſo fine a young man, and ſufficiently 
flender, was more than once flogged and con- 
demned to faſt in his infancy, to counteract his 
inclination to obeſity. __ Beſides,” added he, 
ce it is not my fault if my wife has produced ſo 
delicate and feeble an offspring: forl had covered | 
the walls of her chamber with the portraits of 
Apollo, of Caſtor, of Hercules, of ee, 
of Narciſſus, and of Adonis.“ | 

Phanor often induced me to repeat our viſits 
to the gymnaſium of the young women, that he 
might ſee his dear Aſpaſia. He ſeemed ready to 
de vour her with his eyes whenever ſhe threw the 
diſk,” or exerted her ſtrength in leaping, wreſt- 
ling, and running in all which athletic exerciſes 
ſhe excelled. - She even challenged the men, and 
often bore away the palm from the conteſt, 
Once, however, ſhe was excelled by a young 
athleta, who being extremely elevated with his 
victory, and rallying her ſomewhat too roughly 


upon 
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upon her being overcome, a Theſſalian youth, 
who happened to be preſent, reſolved to revenge 
the affront, and engaged to leap as far again as 
the Spartan, who had jumped three-and-twenty 
feet. The challenge was immediately accepted 
with a tone of ineredulous irony ; and this bold 
and animated Theſſalian, diſdaining to leap over 
a common ditch, offered to clear the river Euro- 
tas. Notwithſtanding the great danger of this 
attempt, which was ſtrongly repreſented to him, 
and though informed the river was at that time 
uncommonly full and rapid, he perſiſted in his 
propoſal. The banks of the river were crowded 
with ſpectators; and its breadth, in the ſpot ſe- 
lected for this exploit, was forty- ſeven feet. The 
Theſſalian then threw off his clothes, ſprang for- 
ward, and lighted on the oppoſite ſnore. This 
leap of ſeven- and- forty feet was celebrated 
throughout Greece; but has never found a ſingle 
eater? 1-03 un 16 ee en e be! 
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Excurflon into Laconia.—A Ae character. — 
A fatue of Modeſty. 


EMONAX 8 to us an excurſion into 
Laconia, to view its cultivation, its gene- 
ral appearance, its pictureſque natural beauties, 
and the many charming ſpots that varied its en- 
chanting ſcenery. When we accepted his in- 
vitation, he told us he would procure a. car- 
riage : but we replied, that it would be a ſuper- 
fluous expence, as we were not eaſily fatigued. 
* Why do you talk of expence ?” ſaid he. It 
will not coſt me a ſingle obolus. Come, and you 
ſhall ſee the truth of my aſſertjon. He then 
led us into a houſe at the end of the ſtrect, 
and going directly to the ſtable, took two horſcs, 
and harneſſed them to à carriage. Much ſur- 
priſed at this ſtep, I aſked him whether the 
maſter of the houſe was his brother, ©* No,” ſaid 
he, «© we are no relations; but here every thing 
is common; and one Spartan may freely diſpoſe 
of the property of another.“. This cuſtom,” 
ſaid TT; c and the "ght dre ſſes uſed by the | 
women, 
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women, are the moſt attractive peculjarities of 
the place.” 

To defray the expences of our journey, De- 
monax took with him a very heavy bag full of 
pieces of iron, on which Phanor was often. very 
facetious. This money,” ſaid our hoſt, is 
made red hot, and then immerſed in vinegar, 
to render it brittle, that it may not be applied to 
any other uſe.” 

As we ning the city, we paſſed by the Schi. 
matia, or the grave of thoſe who were killed hy 
an earthquake. It was a moſt dreadful calamity, 
ſaid Demonax. The earth opened in many 
places, and ſwallowed up whole villages*.. The 
Taygetus and other neighbouring mountains 
ſhook to their foundations, ſeveral of their ſum- 
mits were broken off, and the whole | city was 
deſtroyed except five houſes. A little before 
this dreadful exploſion, ſome young people, who 
were exerciſing themſelves in the portico, - ſaw a 
hare run by them, when ſeveral of the youngeſt, 
who were naked, and had heen rubbed with oil, 
purſued her, and thereby ſaved their lives, for 
they had no ſooner quitted the portico than it 
fell, and deſtroyed all thoſe who remained, 


. 'Diodorus Siculys ſays that twenty thouſand -perſom pe- 
riſhed by this cataſtrophe, | | 


Amidit 
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Amidſt this dreadful deſolation king Archidamus 
preſerved the moſt cool and unruffled courage. 
Obſerving the citizens running with the utmoſt 
precipitation to ſave their moſt valuable effects, 
he ordered an alarm to be ſounded with trum- 
pets, as if the enemy were at the gates of the 
city. This preſence of mind ſaved Sparta; for 
the Helotæ, who were flocking from all parts to 
deſtroy thoſe whom the carthquake had ſpared, 
ſeeing the citizens in battle array, and being 
now ſeized with reciprocal alarm, they retired 
immediately to the ne tons to rer 
their revenge. 

Demonax then ewed us tb cavern, called 
Laceada, where thoſe criminals are caſt who are 
condemned to death for great crimes. Down 
this precipice,” faid he, * was thrown the cele- 
brated Ariſtomenes, the ſworn enemy of Sparta, 

and the glory and defence of Meſſene, which 
was his native place; He was ſurpriſed by our 
brave ſoldiers, at the head of a detachment very 
inferior to His opponents: but he fought with 
the deſperation of a lion, till; being ſtruek by a 
tone, be Was _ we 9's wn of e 


lovers were taken, and Precipntared into this 
cavern. Do you perceive,? continued he, © how 


extremely deepitis? Itis quite terrific! Yet, 


by 
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by an unparalleled miracle, Ariſtomenes alone 
came to the bottom without being killed, or 
dangerouſly wounded, His preſervation was 
attributed to his armour ; for he wore it at the 
time when this ſentence was executed. Thus 
buried at the bottom of the abyſs, he waited two 
days, with the moſt heroic conſtancy, in the lin- 
gering expectation of certain death. On the 
third, hearing a noiſe, and looking round, he 
perceived, by a very feeble light, a fox, "who 
came to devour the carcaſes. He waited, 
without moving, till the animal approached 
him, and as ſoon as he was near enough, ſeized 
him with one hand; while with the other he foiled 
his attempts to bite, by preſenting his cloak to 
his diſappointed rage. - He followed him where- 
ever he led the way, and where the paſſhge was 
too narrow, ſuffered himſelf to be dragged 
along. At length coming to an opening where 
the light was ſome at more diſtinguiſhablcꝭ 
though only wide enough for the fox to Pals, 
this Gght reanitnated his courage; and letting g⁰ 
the animal, he ſaw him elimb up and eſcape by 
that paſſage. Ariſtomenes determined to follow 
his example; and collecting all his ſtrength, 
widened the hole till at length he got but of the 
Fayern, and climbed the FORE Thus did 


the 
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the Meſſenians, who were bewailing his death, 
ſoon behold his return with the moſt inexpreſſible 
joy and ſatisfaction.“ | 

Me now arrived at Gytheum, near which 
5 are the port and arſenal of the republic, 
being about a quarter of a mile from that 
town, and at the mouth of the Eurotas. We 
breakfaſted on the excellent cheeſe it produces, 
which was ſuperior even to that of the hoſpi- 
table Theodora, although we had eaten hers 
with greater pleaſure. From Gytheum we 
croſſed the Eurotas to Mount Taygetus. All 
this part of the country is full of vineyards 
and little hills, Near the ſummit of the moun- 
tain is the wood 'of Enoras, where are a pro- 
digious number of fallow-deer, wild goats, 
bears, and wild boars. This is the principal 
hunting country for the youth of Sparta, We 
climbed its ſummit, called Teleton, where a 
horſe is annually ſacrificed to the ſun. As we 
came down the hill we encountered, a violent 
ſtorm; and the rain was ſo heavy, that we were 
obliged: to take refuge under an impending 
rock. Demonax, however, would on no ac- 
count avail himſelf of this ſhelter, ſaying, that a 
Spartan ought to brave the moſt intemperate 
weather, and that he ſhould be aſhamed to ſeek 


* 
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any protection from a little pure water. He 
therefore walked fteadfaſtly on, while the rain 
fell in torrents on his head. 

W hen the ſtorm was paſſed, and we were en- 
deavouring to overtake him, we met a man 
whoſe figure and dreſs had a very extraordinary 
appearance. He was without a cloak, walked 
bare-foot, was disfigured by a very chick 
black beard, and ſeemed uncommonly tanned 
and weather-beaten. He was very thin, his 
eyes deeply ſunken, and his gloomy counte- 

' nance was a miſerable object of pity. After ob- 
ſerving us ſome time, he accoſted us, inquiring 
whether we came from Sparta; and on our an- 
ſwering in the affirmative, immediately aſked 
us ſeveral queſtions relative to the affairs of that 
city. We told him we were ſtrangers there, but 
that Demonax, who was a citizen of Sparta, and 
was travelling with us, would give him every in- 
formation. Upon this he left us abruptly... We 
imagined he was out of his ſenſes, and deſcribed 
to our friend what a ſingular being we had met 
with; telling him alſo that he fled the moment 
he heard his name. * That,” - ſaid he, © is be- 
cauſe I know him. This miſerable being has 

lived theſe ten years in a cavern, though he 


haas à wife and ſeveral children.“ “ He is an- 


other Timon then,” ſaid I : * ſome enemy to 
the 


4. 


of Modeſty, © That is a very ancient ſtatue,” 
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the human race.” —*;By no means,” replied 


Demonax: he was uncommonly fond of the 


pleaſures of ſociety: but he diſhonoured him- 
ſelf by his cowardice, and is therefore con- 
demned to paſs the remainder of his life in ig- 
nominy or in ſolitude. Who would believe it 


poſſible that a Spartan ſhould want courage ! 


Yet he threw away his buckler in battle, and 
took to flight. When his wife ſaw him return 
without his armour, ſhe refuſed to receive him, 
and the republic forbad his children to viſit him. 
AtSparta, cowards are excluded from every office 
of diſtinction. It would be a degradation to 
marry their daughter, or to be in any way con- 
nected with them. Every one may ſtrike them 
with impunity, they are obliged to wear dirty 
clothes, pieced with fcraps of various colours, 
and they muſt ſhave half their beard, and pre- 
ſerve the other half. However cowardly and 
ſhameleſs might be this man's character, he could 
not bear theſe marks of humiliation, and there- 
fore came to hide his degraded baſeneſs in the 
obſcure receſſes of theſe mountains. The 
coward has not even the courage to die !” We 


"I agreed with our conductor that death was pre- 


ferable to fo miſerable an exiſtence. 
At thirty ſtadia from the city we ſaw a ſtatue 


ſaid 
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ſaid Demonax. It was placed here by Ica- 
rius the father of Penelope, on a- ſingular oc- 
caſion. | | | | 

« After his daughter was married to Ulyſſes, 
he preſſed his ſon-in-law to fix' his reſidence at 
Sparta : bur being unable to prevail with him 
he addreſſed himſelf with tears to Penelope, 
conjuring her to take pity on his ſorrows, and 
not abandon him in his old age. Penelope was 
melted with ſympathy, but replied, that ſhe 
could not ſeparate her fortunes from thoſe of her 
huſband. When the time appointed for their 
departure arrived, Icarius renewed his entreaties 
with increaſing energy, and wept bitterly as he 
accompanied their car. Upon this, Ulyſſes, 
grieving at the ſighs and tears of both Icarius and 
his daughter, told her ſhe was till at liberty to 
chooſe either her father or her huſband, and to 
decide whether ſhe would accompany him to 
Ithaca, or remain with Icarius at Sparta. Pe- 
nelope bluſhed, but gave no other anſwer than 
covering her head with her veil, Icarius un- 
derſtood the ſignal, and ceaſed to urge his ſoli- 
Citations : but he was ſo ſtrongly affected with 
the grief and embarraſſment of his beloved 
daughter, that he ſet up a ſtatue of Modeſty on 


the very ſpot where this ſcene had paſſed.” 
i 
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We now paſſed a temple dedicated to Minerva. 
ce « This edifice,” ſaid our hoſt, © is of braſs, and 
that, in fact, is all the merit it can boaſt : but is 

is celebrated for having been the ſcene of the 
death of a king of Sparta mean, the traitor 
Pauſanias. Let us viſit it,” faid I, « and 
afterwards we will requeſt you to relate both the 
erime and puniſhment of that celebrated perſon- 

age. —< With all my heart,” replied he; «let 

us go in, and after breakfaſt I wil comply with 
your deſire.“ 

Having viſited the temple, we ſeated ourſelves 
beneath ſome willows that grew on the banks of 
a rivulet, when Demonax took ſame hard bread 
and a piece of boiled pork out of a ſack, and after 
a light and wholeſome repaſt began the ſtory of 
Pauſanias as follows. 
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CHAP. IXI. 


Treachery and death of Pauſanias.— Feaſt of 
Diana.—Flagellation of children,- Amour of 
Antenor.— Phanor”s fruitleſs endeavours. 


= ee ee of Sparta, was not only a 
great general, but a profound politician. 

He had immortaliſed himſelf at Platæa by a 

victory over the Perſians: but his ambition 


made him aſpire to the ſole authority and abſo- 


lute power. Death, however, was the reward 
of his perfidy. The gods, no doubt, thus hurried 
him on to deſtruction, to revenge the innocent 
blood he had ſhed on the banks of the Hel- 


leſpont, where he had the command of our 


fleet; for while thus baſely meditating to be- 
tray his country into the hands of the Perſians, 
he became enamoured with a Byzantian girl 
named Cleonica, whom he ordered to be 
brought to him at the duſk of the evening. The 
general's order was punctually obeyed: but Pau- 
ſanias happening to be aſleep, Cleonica, who 
was ſoftly approaching his bed, overſet the 
lamp. This accident awakened Pauſanias, who, 
full of the fears and terrors that haunt every 
VOL, 11, M traitor, 


— 
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- traitor, ſprang up, ſeized his ſcymitar, and 
killed the unfortunate Cleonica with a ſingle 
blow. Agitated with remorſe and tormented 
by grief, hewas rejected by all the gods, who re- 
fuſed to purify him from the crime, and driven 
from every temple; and his death alone could 
fatisſy their vengeance. This event owed its ac- 
compliſhment to a ſingular circumſtance. He 
carried on a ſecret intelligence with the king of 
Perfia, by means of emiſſaries, who, having 
once diſcharged their commiſſion, were never 
heard of more. At length he diſpatched a 
Theſſalian youth, with whom he committed the 
"moſt ſhameful crimes, This youth obſerving that 
none of his predeceſſors returned, and his ſuſ- 
picions being thus awakened, broke open the 
letter, and diſcovered the plot, together with 
the certainty of his own deſtruction, had he ful- 
filled his commiſſion. Alarmed at this diſcovery 
he inſtantly repaired to Sparta, and delivered the 
letter to the ephori, whoſe ſt rict juſtice and un- 
deviating prudence forbad them to put the king 
under arreſt till they had heard the confeſſion 
of his crime from his own mouth, 7 
On the promontory of Tænarus is a temple 
of Neptune, conſidered by the Greeks as an in- 
violable aſylum. The ephori ordered the 
young Theſſalian to take refuge there; and a 
| ſubter- 
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ſubterraneous paſſage being dug from the altar, 
by means of which they could hear every thing 
that paſſed, three of theſe magiſtrates took their 


ſtation in it, till Pauſanias being informed his 


emiſſary had taken refuge in that temple, re- 
paired thither with the utmoſt alarm and agita- 


tion. Seeing the youth embrace the altar with 


a ſuppliant and affrighted air, he inquired what 
crime had brought him to that aſylum. Upon 
this, the youth confeſſing he had opened his 


letter, the king was ſeized with ſudden terror, 


and conjured him not to divulge the ſecret; at 


the ſame time promiſing him great treaſures if, 


in lieu of denouncing him, he would aſſiſt in ex- 


tricating him from the danger with which he 
was threatened. N 

„The ephori having heard all that paſſed, 
took the road to Sparta, and reſolved to arreſt 
the traitor, who alſo returned in full reliance on 
the promiſe of the Theſſalian. He met the 


ephori near the temple of Minerva, when one 


of them deſirous of ſaving his life, appriſed 
him, by ſigns, of the danger that awaited him. 
Pauſanias, perceiving he was betrayed, inſtantly 


took refuge there; and therefore the ephori or- 
dered the building to be unroofed, and the doors 
walled up. It is faid, his mother, though ex- 


tremely old, brought the firſt ſtone, and aſſiſted 


M 2 in 
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in the work. After paſſing ſeveral days in the 
cruelleſt tortures, the wretch was dragged out 
of his priſon in a dying ſtate, and ſoon ended his 
miſerable life. Thus did this once great man, 
whoſe diſtinguiſned courage and brilliant talents 
raiſed him to a hero, tarniſh his glory, and 
wither all his laurels by his unbounded ambition, 
and terminate his career with an ignominious 
death.“ 

We now returned to 3 that we might 
aſſiſt the next day at the annual feſtival of 
Diana Orthia, whoſe temple was in the Limnzan 
ſtreet, We were ſtruck with the plainneſs of 
the goddeſs's ſtatue ; and on expreſſing our ſur- 
. priſe to Demonax, *Tis true,” ſaid he, © it is 
formed only of wood, and is very ſmall, but it is 
the ſame that Iphigenia and Oreſtes carried off 
from the Taurica Cherſoneſus, and which 
Oreſtes, one of our kings, brought hither, 
Long was it the cuſtom to ſacrifice human vic- 
tims upon this altar, in compliance with an an- 
cient oracle! But Lycurgus exchanged that 
barbarous practice for the flagellation of chil- 
dren.” Phanor looked all over the temple for 
the beautiful Aſpaſia, and at length had the 
good fortune to find her. 

As the prieſts advanced towards the altar, one 
of them ſaid aloud, © Let us make libations and 


pray!“ 
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pray !”” Another cried out, Who are they 
who compoſe this aſſembly?“ We all replied 
unanimouſly, © Honeſt men.“ Then keep 
filence,” he replied. The uſual prayer, which 
was in the true laconic ſtyle, was then read. 
They prayed that they might combine the beau- 
tiful with the good. This was all they aſked of 
the divine goodneſs; thus including in two 
words all the morality of the philoſophers of 
Greece. When this prayer was concluded the 
victims were brought forward: they were two 
oxen and two ſtags; and the prieſts having 
placed on their foreheads a cake of barley- meal 
and ſalt, poured ſome wine on their heads. 
They placed fig-tree wood and myrtle to burn 
upon the altar, and tearing the hair from their 
foreheads, threw it in the fire: after which 
the animals fell beneath the ſacred knife. The 
thighs were then burnt with ſplit wood, and the 
victims divided between the gods, the prieſts, 
and thoſe who preſented them; the portion of 
the former being conſumed by the flames. 

When this ceremony was concluded, the 
children, who were the victims and the heroes 
of the day, were brought forward, being twenty 
10 number, quite naked, and about ſeven years 
of age. Theſe were followed by as many ſlaves, 
| „55 Þ. | with 
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with rods, and the whole troop placed themſelves 
in the middle of the temple. A prieſteſs having 
approached them with a ſtatue of Diana in her 
hands, raiſed it as high as ſhe was able; and 
upon this ſignal being given, the ſlaves began 
to do their office with force and energy. Yet 
the innocent little creatures received their blows 
without the ſlighteſt change of countenance, a 
fingle cry, or the moſt trifling murmur ; while 
their relations endeavoured, by ſigns and me- 
naces, and conſolatory words, to exhort and en- 
courage them to perſevere with fortitude in ſuf- 
fering themſelves to be thus mangled without the 
leaſt complaint. The blood trickled down their 
backs, while the ſtrokes were laid on quicker 
and quicker ; and all the ſpectators, both male 
and female, enjoyed with immoveable ſternneſs 
this cruel and inhuman ceremony as a pleaſing 
and agreeable exhibition.  Phanor, although 
his attention was ſomewhat drawn off by the 
beautiful eyes of Aſpaſia, ſighed and grieved at 
this barbarous cuſtom, and ſaid to me, in a low 
whiſper, „What have the little baſtards done, 
that they are to be thus flayed alive? And this 
they call a feſtival ! continued he. * Yes, tis 
the feſtival of the infernal ſuries! Yet although 
I was as much agitated as himſelf, I requeſted 
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him to be filent, and even to join in the ap- 
plauſe *. 

In the meanwhile the ardour of the execu- 
tioners began to abate, which the prieſteſs per- 
ceiving, exclaimed, that ſhe, could no longer 
ſupport the ſtatue. This was intended as a re- 
proach to the ſlaves for their coldneſs and effe- 
minacy, and therefore they reanimated their ex- 
ertions, and inflicted ſtronger and more rapid 
| ſtrokes; while we beheld the tender and inno- 
cent little victims, covered with blood, affecting 
to deſpiſe pain, and to ſmile at every piece of 
fleſh which the rods tore from their backs. 
« Ah!” cried Phanor aloud, * there is one of 
the children expiring!” for one of them 


Cicero was preſent at a fimilar flagellation at Sparta, 
and even approved of the ceremony. In Egypt, both the 
men and women flogged themſelves at the feaſt of Iſis. St. 
Dominic wore a ſhirt of mail, and flogged himſelf, not only on 
his own account, but to expiate the fins of others. At that 
time (the eleventh century) it was imagined three thouſand 
laſhes, accompanied with the repetition of twenty peniten- 
tiary pſalms, were adequate to one hundred years of peni- 
tence. St. Dominic ſaved this century of puniſhment in fix 
days, in which time his ſkin became as black as that of a negro. 

In 1260 a ſe& was formed in Italy, under the name of 
Flagellantes, who went about in proceſſion, two by two, with 
their ſhoulders bare, which they whipped with cords armed 
with thorns till the blood ran down. This religious bar- 
bariſm prevailed all over Italy, Spain, Pte mans and the 
Comtat VIS. . 


L. | Bo Peep had 
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had fallen, and lay upon the ground almoſt dead. 
He was carried off with haſte : but the exclama- 
tion of Phanor made the Spartans murmur, and 
they caſt the moſt menacing looks at us, while 
we fixed our eyes upon the ground, and kept. 
profound ſilence. 

As we came out, I aſked Demonax for what 
crime theſe children had been condemned to ſo 
ſevere a chaſtiſement: © They are perfectly in- 
nocent of crimes,” replied he: © but we are will- 
ing to accuſtom them betimes to pain and mor- 
tification.” —©* And why,” ſaid I, do you not 
break one of their legs, to accuſtom them to 
walk on the other?“ —“ I confeſs,” ſaid he, 
the experiment is ſomewhat . ſevere; but the 
youth of Sparta are naturally intrepid, and 
boldly expoſe themſelves to every danger.“ 
« Yes, indeed, ſaid I, © I ſhould be much ſur- 
priſed if they were afraid of death, conſidering 
the dulneſs and inſipidity of their lives.” 

In the evening of the ſame day I was walking 
alone in the Plataniſta, when a man, who ap- 
peared about ſixty years old, and had been ob- 
ſerving me ſome time, accoſted me in a friend- 
ly manner, and told me he was going to aſk. me 
an important ſervice, both for the republic and 
himſelf, „If it be in my power, ſaid I, I 
ſnall be extremely happy. Have the goodneſs 

| to 
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to explain yourſelf,” —< You are young,” faid 
he, „ are a fine, tall, well-made man, and ſeem 
full of health and vigor: but I, alas! am grow- 
ing old, and am declining every day.” I waited 
with the moſt impatient curioſity for the end of 
this ſingular ſpeech. I have received an 
affront,” ſaid he, * for which the remedy is in 
your power. Yeſterday, when I entered our 
aſſembly, all the young people roſe except one, 
who refuſed me that tribute of reſpe& due to 
age. When I aſked him the reaſon, © Be- 
cauſe,” ſaid he, you have not given any chil- 
dren to the ſtate, who may honour me, in my 
turn, when I grow old.“ This,” continued he, 
& has rendered me quite miſerable. Four years 
ago I married a young and beautiful wife 
* Then ] congratulate you,” faid I; for you 
muſt be very happy.”— Yes, indeed,” replied 
he, * and ſo I am: but the cup of bitterneſs 
often ſtands very near that of pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment. Though I am panting to give a fine boy 
to my country, yet the gods prove inexorable 
to my prayers, and all my vows are fruitleſs.” — 
« Would to heaven,” ſaid I, “I poſſeſſed any 
recipe or ſecret that could remove the cauſe of 
your uneaſineſs! I have heard of philtres and 
aphrodiſiacs !“ “ It is not,” ſaid he, „for 
recipes or ſecrets that I aſk; I deſire no 

| | ſecret 
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fecret that you do not perſonally poſſeſs. Lore ; 
demands the co-operation of youth; and you 
will do me the greateſt poſſible favour if you will 
paſs the night with my wife. I doubt not you 
will enrich the republic with a little Hercules. 
J was ſo aſtoniſhed and confounded with this 
propoſal, that I knew not what to reply. Find- 
ing me ſtill Glent, he added, © Perhaps you have 
heard that one of the principal puniſhments of a. 
Spartan, who is branded with diſhonour by the 
law, is that of being forbid to lend his wife, or 
poſſeſs another man's; and never to have any 
woman at his houſe but virgins: but I have in 
no reſpect offended againſt the law, and can diſ- 
poſe of my wife 21 pleaſe ®.”— I have no 


» en confidered the rigorous laws of many nations, 
relative to adultery, as ridiculous and inconſiſtent with rea- 
ſon. Men ſtudy,” ſaid he, * the breeds of their horſes 
and dogs, and pay the minuteſt attention to the melioration 
of the race: but however. old or infirm they may be them- 
ſelves, they are very jealous of their wives, and ſhut them up 
as if they feared their native country ſhould be peopled with 
ſtrong, well-proportioned, healthy men.“ 

- Although adultery was a crime at Sparta, yet huſbands 
ſometimes reſigned their connubial bed to a handſome man, 
that they might have robuſt and fine children ; for they 
thought the conſent or refuſal of the huſband conſtituted the 
innocence or criminality of the action. A true Spartan 
never conſidered his wife as the partner of his pleaſures, but 
merely as the mother of the children he deſired, , 


doubt 
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doubt of it,” ſaid I, recovering from my ſur- 
priſe ; © nor is there any thing I would refuſe to 
| ſerve eicher you or the republic.“ Can you, 
then, oblige me,” ſaid he, © this night? — 1 
am ready,“ ſaid I, „to obey your orders, and 
impatient to accommodate you.“ In that 
caſe,” returned he, « come with me, and we will 
ſup together.” I now perceived Phanor at a 
little diſtance, ' and running up to him, told him 
I ſhould not return that evening; for the re- 
public had occaſion for my talents, and I was 
about to conſecrate the night to its ſervice. «I 
underſtand you not,” ſaid Phanor; © explain 
yourſelf!ꝰ “ Go home,” ſaid I, * and ſleep 
in peace. You will enjoy that repoſe of which 
I ſhall be deprived. Adieu! I am in haſte: 


While yet I ſpeak, Time hurries on too faſt, 
And mixes coming moments with the paſt,” 


I immediately rejoined Antiphon, (for that 
was the name of this good-natured huſband,) 
who conducted me to his wife's apartment, and 
introduced me by ſaying, Here is a handſome 
young man, who is fo kind as to undertake en- 
riching the ſtate with a child, provided you like 
each other.” Thus ſaying, he took off her veil, 
and diſplayed a moſt lovely and faſcinating coun- 
tenance, which was inſtantly covered with 

36 bluſhes, 


. 
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bluſhes, while her eyes, which were very large, 
ſhaded with long eye-laſhes, and adorned 
with well-arched eyebrows, were involuntarily 
caſt downwards. I was charmed with the ani- 
mation and ſymmetry of her features, and hope 
and expectation inflamed my raviſhed ſenſes. I 
was attempting to compliment her beauty, but 
my confuſion muſt have appeared a warmer ho- 
mage than my moſt enthuſiaſtic expreſſions. In 
the meanwhile, having ſtolen a glance at me, ſhe 
replied to her huſband, that he and her country 
had a right to command her obedience and her 


| civiſm. T concealed the joy this anſwer excited 


in my breaſt, for I wiſhed rather to appear to be 
conferring: than receiving a favour: We now 
went to ſupper, and this afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of diſcovering more of the elegant perſon 


of my new acquaintance, who difplayed, as ſhe 


aroſe, a majeſtic figure, and a noble but modeſt 
mien. During the repaſt ſhe ſpoke but little; 
and though ſhe ventured, from time to time, a 


modeſt glance at me, yet whenever her eyes 
met mine, her whole countenance was fluſhed 


with crimſon—ſoft harbinger of her future love 
and tenderneſs. As for me, I but ſeldom 
indulged in the pleaſure of beholding her lovely 


features; for I preferred concealing the ardour 


of my riſing paſſion under the veil of modeſty 
| I and 
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| und decorum. Antiphon ſeemed quite over- 
joyed, and appeared to exult in his good fortune, 
as if he had been the juvenile object of prefar- 
ence and of love. He ſupped heartily, and 
preſſed me to follow his example; facetiouſly al- 
luding to the peculiarity of my ſituation, I 
ſmiled at his pleaſantries, and replied to them 
by the activity of my appetite, although my kind 
hoſt only gave me a family ſupper of black broth 
and boiled pork. 

When we had finiſhed our meal Thargelia left 
us, and her huſband ſoon appriſed me ſhe was 
expecting me. How do you like her?“ ſaid 
he.“ She is very beautiful,” (aid I ; * and her 
amiable modeſty enhances the charms of her per- 
ſon.” “ I apprehend,” ſaid he, * the ſacrifice 
ſhe makes to you will not be very repugnant to 
her inclination ; for- ſhe loves her country, and 
will expect that any child of yours muſt be 
healthy and robuſt.” I aſſured him of my wiſh 
to juſtify their confidence and their compliments. 
He then conducted me to the chamber of the 
beautiful Thargelia, and having kiſſed her affec- 
tionately, wiſhed us both good: night, At firſt 
Thargelia's mind ſeemed to be engroſſed by her 
duty to the republic, and obedience to her huſ- 
band: but ſoon her reſerve and gravity were ſuc- 
ceeded by confidence and tenderneſs, till at 

length 
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length the ſtatue melted into woman, and ſhe 
preſſed me to her boſom with all the animation 
of empaſſioned love. 

But ſcarcely had Aurora began to tinge the 
utmoſt verge of the horizon when the wakeful 
Antiphon came to announce that it was time to 
part. I thought this viſit rather early, and would 
have made my excuſes for not riſing quite ſo ſoon, 
but Thargelia inſtantly eſcaped from my arms, 
and I was obliged to quit the field, As her 
huſband accompanied me, and ſhewed me the 
way, he thanked me for my kindneſs, and I of- 
fered him to return another time, if he thought it 
neceſſary. © I thank you,” ſaid he: but I hope, 
with a man like you, one interview will be ſuf- 
ficient.” Thus we parted, highly pleaſed with 
each other; and ever ſince that time he treated 
me with the greateſt kindneſs whenever we met, 
though he never repeated his original invitation. 
As to Thargelia, whenever I ſaw her ſhe caſt her 
eyes upon the ground, and did not even con- 
deſcend to give me a momentary glance. 

In the meanwhile Phanor had not the ſmalleſt 
ſuſpicion of this ſingular adventure. On the 
contrary, my abſence gave him great uneaſi- 
neſs ; and his friendſhip and regard were ſo lively, 
that he was inconſolable till he ſaw me return. 

But what was his aſtoniſhment when I related to 
| him 


% 


- IN GREECE, AND ASIA, 175 


huiim the important ſervice I had been rendering 
the city of Sparta, while he was uſeleſsly aban- 
doning himſelf to idleneſs and fleep! To en- 
liven-my narrative, and render it more intereſt- 
ing, I entered into the minuteſt particulars of 
my adventure. I pourtrayed with animation the 
' faſcinating attractions of my Venus, and was 
again inebriated with the charms of my own de- 
ſcription, At every word he exclaimed, < Im- 
poſſible ! What a happy man!“ —< Yes, in- 
deed; I find, at laſt, Sparta is not ſo diſagreeable 
a place ! It is certainly better for men to lend 
their wives, and exhibit the charms of their young 
women, than to flay their children with rods, 
throw them into gulfs, or pick the pockets of 
their viſitants. If the republic will condeſcend 
to make the ſame ule of my talents as of yours, I 
will forgive the plunder of my game, and will 
promiſe to increaſe its population with-a little 
hero.” The ſame day Phanor wrapped: himſelf 
up in a large cloak, and walking on tip- toe to in- 
creaſe his ſtature, which was but of the middle 
ſize, paraded in the ſquare, under the Perſian 
portico, and in the Plaraniſta. He affected a 
loud manly voice, accoſted all the old men, and 
boaſted his admiration and attachment to Sparta. 
Theſe manceuvres he repeated during a decade 
and a half, yet no Spartan was ſo polite as to 
4 | offer 
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offer him his wife, in hopes of having a fine offs 
ſpring; and therefore he was again IO 
and diſguſted with the place. 

Demonax invited us to a ceremony, which he 
told us would amuſe us, although we might 
think it rather ſingular ; « For whatever,” con- 
tinued he, does not accord with our own man- 
ners, whatever habit has not familiariſed to our 
ideas, often appears irrational and abſurd.” We 
accompanied him to the temple of Juno, where 
we ſaw a tall man, about forty years of age, | 
ſtanding before the altar quite naked, and ſur- 
rounded by five or ſix women, who had him in 
"cuſtody. He now ſuddenly began to run round 
the altar, while the women purſued him with 
rods, and flogged him with all their ſtrength. 
At this ſight Phanor and myſelf laughed very 
heartily; till at length the penitent, having per- 
formeda certain numher of theſe circumvolutions, 
he ſtopped, and the flagellation concluded. On 
aſking Demonax to explain this ſingular tranſ- 
action; © It is the puniſhment,” ſaid he, 
Wo Juſtly inflicted on bachelors. With us mar- 
riage is a duty, and not only thoſe who diſobey 
the law in this reſpect are thus chaſtiſed by the 
hands of married women, but thoſe who defer 
taking a wife, beyond a certain term, are alſo 

liable to puniſhment.” | 
| | Two 
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Two days after we attended a public feſtival, 
where the inhabitants danced in three ſeparate 
troops; one conſiſting of old men, one of thoſe 
in the vigor of life, and a third of childreg, 
While theſe bands were dancing, each of them 
fang alternately in chorus; the old men repeats 
ing the following lines: 


Once we wanton'd, young and bold, 
Though, alas! we now are old, 


The young men followed, ſinging, 


\. Young and bold, we flouriſh now, 
And our proweſs daily ſhow, 


And the children replied, 


Time ſhall come when little we 
More courageous ſtill ſhall bs, 


Fol. Iſs R 
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CHAP. LL. 


Letter from Laſthenia.—lineſs of Kiter | 
Story of Narciſſus. 


T Sparta I received a letter from 'my dear 

Laſthenia, communicating the unwelcome 
intelligence of the death of Ariſtippus. © Ir is 
more than a decade,” ſaid ſhe, © ſince this worthy 
friend, this amiable philoſopher, has ceaſed 
to think and to live ; but till now my grief has 
deprived me of the power of writing you an ac- 
count of his death. This paſſage from the gay 
ſcenes of life into the gloomy dungeon of anni- 
hilation has long excited the curioſity and atten- 
tion of mankind, eſpecially when any great man 
thus vaniſhes from the world. When Ariſtip- 
pus believed himſelf to be upon his death- 
bed, he charged his phyſician explicitly to in- 
form him how long he could live ; when the 
latter, perceiving the unſhaken firmneſs of his 
mind, declared that in a few days he would either 
die or recover. © I underſtand you,* ſaid Ariſ- 
tippus : © I am going to rejoin my maſter So- 
crates and the faſcinating Lais, whoſe wit and 
beauty have inflamed all Greece, and bewildered . 
| Ats 
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its wiſeſt heads, though now diſſold into the 
inanimate duſt of the earth. What a: noble, 
what a grand idea is the re-exiſtence of man 
Yet, alas! the ſoothing conſolations, it affords 
our ſelf- love are, I fear, but an imaginary chi- 
mera; for the probabilities are certainly againſt 
it. The phyſician adviſed him not to dwell upon 
ſuch mournful thoughts. Do not imagine,“ 
faid he, that I am tormented with the fears and 
terrors of death, for I know better how to ap- 
preciate the true value of life. Pindar has juſtly 
deſcribed it as the dream of a ſhadow . I ſcarcely 
know for what end we are placed upon the 
earth : but when Charon brings his boat to take 
me over, I am determined to leap into it with a 
light and willing ſtep; and the end of my journey 
ſhall reſemble the gay brilliancy of the weſtern 
ſky, that emblazons the paring of a ſerene and 
happy day.“ 

« He arranged his affairs with a wonderful 
comprehenſion of mind,. and then deſired to be 
conveyed to his garden near the city gates, where 
he had his bed placed oppoſite the window, that 
he might enjoy, as long as poſſible, the delicious 
verdure of the fields, and the ſmiling varieties of 
Nature's ſcenery. His chamber was adorned 
with branches of trees and pots of flowers, and 


Dream of a dream, and ſhadow of a ſhade, vonne, 
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he forbad its being 'darkened according to the 
abſurd cuſtom prevalent on ſimilar occaſions. 
By day he delighted in the exhilarating ſplendor 
of the ſun, and by night torches ſupplied the 
place of day-light. Perceiving me much de- 
jected and aflifted, © Why,” ſaid he, do you 
grieve, when you know not whether death be an 
evil or a benefit? The ſpace that divides the dead 
from the living 1s too ſhort to juſtify our ſor- 
row and our ſolicitude. The firſt inſtance of ſuch 
a change, like the firſt night that obſcured the 
heavens, ought alone to have awakened our aſto- 
niſhment, or ſunk us in melancholy, We ſhould 
gontemplate the unceaſing tide of ſucceeding 
generations with the ſame tranquillity with which 
we view the waves that chace each other to the 
ſhore, or the fall of the autumnal foliage. Of 
what importance is it that crowds of individuals 
ſtarr into momentary exiſtence, or vaniſh as ſud- 
denly from the earth? The world is a ſtage, 
where the various actors, as well as the decora- 
tions that diverſify its ſcenery, are but fleeting 
ſhadows, mere beings of a moment. This col- 
lection of atoms that contribute to my exiſtence 
will preſently be diſſolved; they will enter into 
other bodies; but they will no longer be Ariſtip- 
| pus, and my identity will be utterly deſtroyed. 
I have enjoyed every thing from which enjoy. 
* 2488 ment 


IN, GREECE AND ASIA. 181 


ment can flow, ſeen every thing that could in- 
tereſt my curioſity or improve my intellect, and 
exhauſted all that can render life de ſirable. No- 
thing would now be new to me; and who knows 
whether, if I continued to live, what would be 
my future lot? I am reſolved, however, to ter- 
minate my life in a manner worthy of the leader 
of my ſect“.— I deſired ſome ſinging girls to be 
ſent for: let them be introduced.“ A little 
concert now commenced ; and one of the per- 
- formers accompanied herſelf on the harp, while 
ſhe ſang the ſtory of Narciſſus becoming ena- 
moured of himſelf. 


THE STORY OF NARCISSUS. 


Narciſſus now his ſixteenth year began, 
Juſt turn'd of boy, and on the verge of man ; 
Many a friend the blooming youth careſs'd, 
Many a loveſick maid her flame confeſs'd. 
Such was his pride, in vain the friend careſs'd, 
The loveſick maid in vain her flame confeſg'd. 
Once, in the woods, as he purſu'd the chace, 
The babbling Echo had deſcry'd his face; 
She, who in others? words her filence breaks, 
Nor ſpeaks herſelf but when another ſpeaks, 
Echo was then a maid, of ſpeech bereft, 
Of wonted ſpeech; for though her voice was left, 
Juno a curſe did on her tongue impoſe, 
To ſport with every ſentence in the cloſe. 


He was the founder of the Cyrenaic ſe, / 
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The loveſick virgin, overjoy'd to find 
The boy alone, till follow'd him behind; 
When glowing warmly at her near approach, 
As ſulphur blazes at the taper's touch, 

She long'd her hidden paſſion to reveal, 

And tell her pains, but had not words to tell: 
She can't begin, but waits for the rebound, 
To catch his voice, and to return the ſound. 

The nymph; when nothing could Narciſſus move 
Still daſh'd with bluſhes for her ſlighted love, 
Liv'd in the ſhady covert of the woods, .) | . 
In ſolitary caves and dark abodes; 

Where pining wander'd the rejected fair, 

Till, haraſs'd but, and worn away with care, 
| The ſounding ſkeleton, of blood bereft, b 

Beſides her bones and voice had nothing left. 

Her bones are petriſied, her voice is found 

In vaults, where {till it doubles every ſound. 

Thus did the nymph in vain careſs the boy, 
He ſtill was lovely, but he ſtill was coy : | 
When one fair virgin of the lighted train 
Thus pray'd the gods, provok'd by his diſdain, 
% Oh may he love like me, and love like me in vain !”? 
Rhamnuſia pitied the neglected fair, 

And with juſt vengeance anſwer'd to her prayer, 


There ſtands a fountain in a darkſome wood, - 
Nor ſtain'd with falling leaves oor rifing mud; 
Untroubled by the breath of winds it reſts, 
Unſullied by the touch of men or beaſts ; 

High bowers of ſhady trees above it grow, 
And riſing graſs and cheerful greens below. 

- Pleas'd with the form and coolneſs of the place, 
And over-heated with the morning chace, 
Narciſſus on the graſſy verdure lies: 

But while within the chry {al fount he tries 
To quench his heat, he feels new hears ariſe, 


For, 
* — 
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For, as his own bright image he ſurvey d, 
He fell in love with the fantaſtic ſhade; 
And o'er the fair reſemblance hung unmov'd, 
Nor knew, fond youth, it was bimſelf he loy'd. 
'The well-turn'd neck and ſhoulders he deſcries, 
The ſpacious forehead, and the ſparkling eyes ;. 
The hands that Bacchus might not ſcorn to ſhow, 
And hair that round Apollo's head might flow, 
With all the purple youthfulneſs of face, 
That gently bluſhes in the watery glaſs. 
By his own flames conſum'd, the lover lies, 
And gives himſelf the wound by which he dies, 
To the cold water oft he joins his lips, 

Oft catching at the beauteousſhade, ke dips 
His arms, as often from himſelf he flips, 
Nor knows he who it is his arms purſue 
Wich eager claſps, but loves he knows not who. 
What could, fond youth, this helpleſs paſſion move ? 
What kindle in thee this unpitied love? 
Thy own warm bluſh within the water glows, 
With thee the colour'd ſhadow comes and goes, 
Its empty being on thyſelf relies; 

Step thou aſide, and the frail charmer dies. 


Still o'er the fountain*s wat*ry gleam he ſtood, 

Mindleſs of fleep, and negligent of food ; 

Still view'd his face, and languiſh'd as he view'd. 

At length he rais'd his head, and thus began 

To vent his griefs, and tell che woods his pain: 

<< You trees,“ ſays he, and thou ſurrounding prove, 

Who oft have been the kindly ſcenes of love, 

Tell me, if e'er within your ſhades did lie | 

A youth ſo tortur'd, ſo perplex'd as I ? tt 

I, who before me ſee the charming fair. 

Whilſt there he ſtands, and yet he ſtands not mere 

In ſuch a maze of love my thoughts are loſt; 


And yet no bulwark town, nor diſtant coaſt, | 
* * 4 ; Preſerves _ 
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Preſerves the beauteous youth from being ſeen, 
No moantains riſe, nor oceans flow between. 
A ſhallow water hinders my embrace; 
And yet the lovely mimic wears a face 
That kindly ſmiles, and when I bend to join 
| My lips to his, he fondly bends to mine. 
4 Hear, gentle youth, and pity my complaint, 
| Come from thy well, thou fair inhabitant. 
My charms an eaſy conqueſt have obtain'd 
O'er other hearts, by thee alone diſdain'd. 
But why ſhould I deſpair? I'm ſure he burns 
With equal flames, and languiſhes by turns. 
Whene'er I ſtoop, he offers at a kiſs: 
And when my arms I ſtretch, he ſtretches his. 
His eyes with pleaſure on my face he keeps. 
He ſmiles my ſmiles, and when I weep he weeps. 
Whene?er I ſpeak, his moving lips appear 
To utter ſomething which I cannot hear. 


«« Ah wretched me! I now begin too late 
To find out all the long-perplex'd deceit; 
It is myſelf Ilove, myſelf I ſee; 
'The gay deluſion is a part of me. 
J kindle up the fires by which I burn, 
And my own beauties from the well return. 
Whom ſhould I court? How utter my complaint ? 
. Enjoyment but produces my reſtraint, 
And too much plenty makes me die for want, - 
How gladly would I from myſelf remove! 
And at a diſtance ſet the thing I love. 
My breaſt is warm'd with ſuch unuſual fire, 
I wiſh him abſent whom I moſt deſire. 
And now I faint with grief; my fate draws nigh 
In all the pride of blooming youth I die. 
i Death will the ſorrows of my heart relieve, 
i O might the viſionary youth ſurvive, 


Fl 
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I ſhould with joy my lateſt breath reſign! 
But, oh! I ſee his fate involv'd in mine!“ 
This ſaid, the weeping youth again return'd 
To the clear foungain, where again he burn d: 
His tears defac'd the ſurface of the well, * 
With circle after circle as they fell: 
And now the lovely face but half appears, 
O'er-run with wrinkles, and deſorm'd with tears. 
« Ah whither,”” cries Narciſſus, “ doſt thou fly ;z - 
Let me ſtill feed the flame by which 1 die; | 
Let me till ſee, though I'm no further bleſt.“ | 
Then rends his garment off, and beats his breaſt: * 
His naked boſom redden'd with the blow, 1 
In ſuch a bluſh as purple cluſters ſhow, | 
Ere yet the ſun's autumnal heats refine 
The ſprightly juice, and mellow it to wine. 
The glowing beauties of his breaſt he ſpies, 1 
And with a new redoubled paſſion dies. 2295 
As wax diſſolves, as ice begins to run, 
And trickle into drops before the ſun, 
So melts the youth, and languiſhes away: 
His beauty withers, and his limbs decay, 
And none of thoſe attractive charms remain, 
To which the {lighted Echo ſued in vain, 
She ſaw him in his preſent miſery, 
Whom, ſpite of all her wrongs, ſhe griev'd to ſee. 
She anſwer'd ſadly to the lover*s moan, 
Sigh'd back his ſighs, and groan'd to every groan ; 
% Ah, youth! belov'd in vain,” Narciſſus cries ; 
«© Ah youth! belov'd in vain,” the nymph replies, 
% Farewel,”” ſays he: the parting ſound ſcarce fell 
From his faint lips, but ſhe replied, © Farewel,”” 
Then on th' unwholeſome earth he gaſping lies, 
Till death ſhuts up thoſe ſelf-admiring eyes. _- 
To the cold ſhades his flitting ghoſt'retires, 
And in the Stygian waves itſelf admires, 


For 
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For him the Naiads and the Driads mourn, 
Whom the ſad Echo anſwers in her turn: 
And now the fiſter-nymphs prepare his urn; 
When, looking for his corpſe, they only found 
A rifing ſtalk with yellow bloſſoms crown'd. Appison. 


© When this performance was concluded, the 
phyſician came in, and Ariſtippus invited us to 
ſup by his bed-ſide. The ſon of Æſculapius hav- 
ing ordered him a decoction of herbs, « Ah!?! 
cried his patient, talk to me no more of phy- 
fic : let me have nothiag bitter or diſagreeable 
I will join you, however, continued he, © in 
drinking ſome Leſbos wine.” And he added, 
ſmiling, © Do you believe, that if I ſacrificed a 
cock and a black ſheep to the god of Epidaurus, 
he would reſtore my health? — Every thing,“ 
replied the phyſician, is poſſible with the gods. 
—* Apreed,” returned the patient: but I am 
too modeſt to aſk them to derange the ceconomy 
of the univerſe, or the immutable order inſtituted 
by their wiſdom, for a little animated atom like 
me. I will only invoke the god Mercury, the 
conductor of fouls into the infernal regions, that 


11 may give mine a good lodging “. 


ec As 
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The tyrannical Leais XI. who died in 1483, was far 
from exhibiting the philoſophic fortitude of Ariſtippus. He 
threw himſelf at the feet of St. Francis de Paula, intreating 
him, to pray to God to prolong his life. The ſaint replied, 
that he would pray for the ſalvation of his ſoul. © Let us 
| talk 
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ee As we ſat at ſupper, he ſaid, with philoſophie 
gaiety and chearfulneſs, While I liſtened to the 
ſingers, I was thinking of my funeral proceſſion. 
I would have it attended to the place of inter- 
ment by flute-players crowned with roſes.” We 
aſked him whether he choſe to be buried at Cy- 

rene, that being his native place. No," re- 
plied he; © the road to the infernal regions is as 
near to one country as to another. But I diſ- 
covered a charming ſpot, more than three years 
ago, on Mount Parnes, not far from the altar 
whereon the inhabitants ſacrifice ſometimes to 
Jupiter Pluvius, and ſometimes to Jupiter Al- 
mus; there let my bones repoſe. It 1s a grotto 
on the acclivity of the hill, ſurrounded with 
rocks, and carpetted with moſs and ivy. There 
have I often paſſed whole hours, in meditating on 
the pride and infignificance of man, on the in- 
comprehenſible final cauſe of our ephemeral ex- 
iſtenee, and on the undiſcoverable author of this 
immenſity of ſuns and planets, wandering through 
the boundleſs void of infinite ſpace. - It is a 
very pictureſque ſpot, and entirely the work of 
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talk firſt of the body, ſaid the king; © we muſt not aſk for 


ſo many things at once.” As Ariſtippus called for wine, fo 
Louis XI. attempted to reanimate his ſinking frame by drink- 
ing blood drawn from the veins of young children. 


a 


Nature, 
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Nature. Oaks that have yielded to the deſtroy- 
ing hand of time, elms ſtill in their vigor, pines, 
and wild olive- trees, vary the beautiful ſcenery 
that adorn it; and the inſtant I beheld it, I fixed 
my choice there for my laſt abode . If, as 
is aſſerted, my ſhade., will wander around my 
tomb, I ſhall at leaſt enjoy a cool retreat; and 
the frivolous coxcombs I have always hated will 
not come to diſturb my repoſe.” 


® In China alſo the rich employ perſons to ſeek for cool 
and pleaſant burying-places among the mountains, and 
yequite their trouble with conſiderable rewards, | 
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CHAT LXIII. "As 


Laſthenia's letter continued.—Vifit of two pbiloſo- 
'  phers.—Worſhip of the gods of Egypt. — Man- 
of the Egyptians. | 


E were finiſhing our ſupper, when. Eu- 
doxus and Anaximander, two philoſo- 

phers who were particular friends of Ariſtippus, 
arrived. The former was at once an aſtronomer, 
a phyſician, and a legiſlator, and the latter a diſ- 
ciple of the Lycæum. They came to fit with 
Ariſtippus, and were men highly worthy of 
his ſociety and friendſhip; for they combined 
the moſt extenſive ſcience with an uncommon 
critical preciſion and philoſophical inveſtigation. 
Ariſtippus was defirous I ſhould retire and take 
* ſome reſt; but I requeſted I might enjoy the 
benefit of their converſation, rather than fatigue 
my pillow with invocations to Sleep, which 
would certainly ſhun my couch. The. reci- 
procal communication of ideas between three 
amiable and learned philoſophers could not fail 
to be intereſting and inſtructive . Theirs hap- 
pened 


Three very learned and accompliſhed noblemen having 
made a party with Mr. Locke to paſs the evening together, 


had 


190 THE TRAV ELS or ANTENOR 


pened to turn on religion, and they beſtowed : a 
plentiful portion of their attic ſalt on the oracles 
and prodigies of the prieſts, and the folly and 
credulity of the people. They laughed at the 
flames of the Phlegethon, the fabulous theogony 
of the pontiffs, and their analytical ſyſtem which 
divides man into four parts; the body, which 
dies and turns to duſt; the foul “, which goes to 
Tartarus or inhabits the Elyſian fields, according 
to its virtues or its vices the ſnade t, which wan- 
ders around the ſepulehre; and the phantom , 
which dwells in the veſtibule of hell. 
«© Eudoxus having paſſed fourteen months 
in Egypt, informed us he was at Memphis 8 
at the time when the god Apis was to die. I 
aſked him the hiſtory of that divinity, and how 


_—Kuw@ —— — 
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had ſcarcely met before they called for cards. The philoſo- 
pher ſat, during a conſiderable time, patiently contemplating 
their play, till at length he took out his pocket book, and be- 
gan to write with the cloſeſt attention. Aſter a time, one of 
the noblemen aſking him what he was writing, ke replied, 
& J always endeavour, my lord, when I have the good for- 
tune to paſs my time in ſuch company as the preſent, to im- 
prove by their converſation ; and this I know no better way of 
doing than writing it down, I will read you that of the laſt 
hour.“ This ſtrongly ſhowed the ridiculous frivolity of their 
- amuſement, which immediately gave way to more dignifted 
diſcuſſions. 

® Pox9.- Þ ox1% T u. 

5 The celebrated Memphis ſtood at a ſmall diſtance irom 
the preſent ren, | i 
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it was poſſible the Egyptians could be ſo igno- 
rant as to adore an ox. He replied, that their 
king Oſiris, the huſband of Iſis, who was alſo 
his ſiſter, was killed by his brother Typhon: but 
Iſis having found his body, and caufed it to be 
buried, an ox appeared near the tomb, and was 
believed to be Oſiris himſelf, who re- appeared in 
that ſhape. Hence the people deified him, in 
teſtimony of gratitude and affection for their 
murdered monarch. The prieſts fix the period 
of his life according to their ſacred books; and 
when his term is expired, they conduct him to 
the banks of the Nile, proſtrate themſelves be- 
fore him, regale him with incenſe, and then 
drown him in the river. After this he is drawn 
out, and being duly embalmed, is buried with 
the moſt magnificent obſequies. The prieſts 
wear black on this occaſion, and mourn- 
ing and conſternation prevail throughout the 
City. > | 

This affliction continues till another ox- god 
is found. He muſt have a white ſquare mark 
upon his forehead, the figure of an eagle on his 
back, and a white creſcent on his right ſide; his 
body muſt be black, he muſt have a knot 
under his tongue like a beetle, and the hairs of 
his tail muſt be double. The prieſts aſſert that 
he is of celeſtial origin, The moon (fay they) 
85 ſpreads 
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ſpreads a generative light; and when a cow is 
ſeized with the fever of love, and is ſtruck by 
her rays, ſhe conceives an Apis.'—As ſoon as 


dtis fact is eſtabliſhed, the ſacred miniſters exa- 


mine the calf at the time of its birth; and if 
they diſcover the requiſite diſtinctive marks, the 
Apis is acknowledged, and his exiſtence an- 
nounced to the people. In this inſtance they 
found him at the expiration of three months, 
when ſuddenly the whole appearance of the city , 
was changed, and joy and jubilation diſperſed 
the clouds of ſadneſs. But this new divinity was 
not to arrive at Memphis till forty days were ex- 
pired, during which interval he was to remain at 
the city of the Nile, where none but women, 
dreſſed in the moſt elegant apparel, are permit- 
ted to appear before him, and ſerve him; and I 
have been aſſured they are not allowed to ap- 
proach him but in the moſt wanton and indecent 
attitudes, or till they have plucked out their hair, 
© In the meanwhile a bark was prepared for. 
him, with a niche magnificently decorated and. 
gilt, in which, when the forty days were ex- 
pired, he was brought down the river to Mem- 
phis. At his arrival, the prieſts, dreſſed in 
linen robes, with their heads ſhaved and crowned 
with chaplets of flowers, ſome carrying cenſers, 
others ſiſtra, went out to meet him, and were 
accompanied 


1 
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accompanied: by a great number of flute · players, 
a troop of young people clothed in linen, 
dancing and ſinging ſongs of joy; and others, 
who preſented him with baſkets of food. As 
ſoon as he came to the bank. the prieſts fur- 
rounded him, ſcattering over him flowers and 
perſumes; and none were allowed to ap- 
proach him but children, who received his 
breath, and thus acquired the gift, of prophecy. 
Yet the god appeared cold and ſtupid, and was 
very little affected with the honours that were 
laviſhed on him. When he had been ſufficiently 
expoſed to the homage and veneration of the 
multitude, the prieſts conducted him in proceſ- 
fion to the temple of Ofris, where two magnifi- 
cent ſtables were appropriated. for his reſidence. 
There he is kept from the ſight of the profane, 
being very ſeldom publicly ſhown, and during 
my whole reſidence in Egypt only went out once. 
He was then led through the ſtreets, which were 
ſtrewed with flowers, and was attended by a troop 
of children, who ſang his praiſes, and a great 
number of officers, who kept off the crowd. 
The ſeven firſt days after his arrival were 
devoted to feaſting and-. rejoicing, . The Egyp- 
tians congratulated each other on this happy 
event, in their temples, in the ſtreets, and in 
their houſes; and I went round to all my ac- 
vol. 1. a gquaintance 


— 


194 THE TRAVELS or ANTENOR 


quainrance to pay them my compliments on the 


octaſion. 1 joined the crowd that went to 


conſult the god, and preſented him à barley 
cake, which” he abe wich avidicy,” This 48 1 


was informed by the prieſts, was a very good 


omen; and 1 was inſtructed to put my mouth to 
his car, and cloſe mine with my fingers. Hav- 
ing continued ſome time in this attitude, I went 


dut of the temple, keeping my ears ſtill ſhut, as I 


was deſired, and then took away my fingers to 
obferve the words of the firſt perſon who might 
ſpeak. When I came into the court-yard, 


two men paſſing me, one ſaid to the other, 


©] have a very bad wife; I wiſh ſhe were in the 
three mouths of Cerberus.” The ſenſe of this ora= 
cle always appeared very obſcure ; and I cannot 

yet diſcover whether I am to be myſelf devoured 


by the three mouths of | Cerberus, or whether 1 


am to have a bad wife, which is infinitely worſe. 
The prieſts of Apis annually celebrate the birth 
of that divinity during ſeven days, at which 


time they offer ſacrifices, and even immolate 
oxen to the god. It is ſaid that during this ſo- 


lemnity crocodiles are robbed of their ferociouſ- 


"neſs, and become perfectly harmleſs.— No- 
ching, ſurely,” ſaid E 8 , can be more 
5 credible ! * | 


* Rado, 
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ec Eudoxus, who was free and communica- 
tive, and excelled in colloquial narrative, added, 
that he had alſo the good fortune to pay his adora- 

tions to the god Anubis, whoſe head is that of a 
dog. and had proftrated himſelf before the ſacred - 
dogs kept in one of their temples. |< Nor ought I,” 
continued he, * to omit the great Ofiris, brother 
and huſband of Iſis, who were enamoured of each 
other in their mother's womb, at which time ſhe 
became pregnant with the god Orus. Oſiris is 
the Phoebus of the Egyptians, and Iſis is their 
Phaebe. The former holds in one hand the au- 
gurial wand of a pontiff, and in the other a whip. 
with two thongs. The apparel of the god is of the 
colour of fire, is kept with great care, and only 
expoſed once a year to public view. Oriſis is 
repreſented with the head of a hawk and the 
body of a man. He is ſwathed like a mummy, 


| bs dunn with pair of horas, and deco- 
rated wi repreſentation of the paaacg,'— It 


appears,” faid Ariſtippus, that the Egyptians, 
both men and women, have a great veneration 
for that ſymbol.'— It is true,” replied Eudoxus ; 
and I believe the ſame diſpoſition will continue 
as long as the human race itſelf : the prieſts 
even decorate their ſacerdotal b wich its 
1 . e FM 
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« This account of the gods of Egyptian ma- 
nufacture was highly amuſing, and excited much 
gaiety and mirth at the expence of the folly and 
credulity of mankind.] But this is not all, 
ſaid Eudoxus : I have not yet mentioned the 


god Serapis, and his magnificent temple called 
Serapion, at Canopus. This little ſpot is the 
moſt ſmiling garden upon earth, and the active 


artifice of the prieſts has rendered it one of the 
moſt celebrated pilgrimages. The temple is 


as it were ſuſpended in the air, being a ſquare 


building of vaſt extent, approached by above 
one hundred ſteps, It is ſupported by a combi- 
nation of vaults and arches divided into ſeveral 
apartments, within which are porticoes. On 
theſe the edifice is built, decorated with beauti- 
ful columns, and the walls incruſted with marble. 


Serapis, who is the firſt god of Egypt, is repre- 


ſented with a buſhel on his head, which is adorn- 


ed with a radiated crown, and armed with ram's 
Horns. Before him is placed a cornucopiz, 


and behind him a ſceptre with three points, 


round which a ſerpent twines. His temple is 


very much frequented, though rather for plea- 
ſure than through any religious motive. He not 


only cures diſorders, but the youth come thither 
in crowds, that they may, through the favour of 


the 


*% » 
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the god, find the women eaſy and complying.— 


© I ſhould not have imagined,” faid Ariſtippus, 
© that it required the intervention of the gods to 
humanize the ſex.'— At the feſtivals of Serapis,” 

continued Eudoxus, * the. concourſe is prodi- 


gious. The viſitants come to Canopus by a 


canal from the Nile, which is covered with men 
and women, ſinging and dancing, and affording 
a ſcene of unbounded joy and licentiouſneſs. 
The prieſts of this god are conſulted, not only as 


Interpreters of the -oracles, but. as phyſicians, 


Skilled in reſtoring vigor to the exhauſted frames 
of the ſick by fumigated baths, in renewing the 
energy of their ſtomachs by a nouriſhing diet, full 
of juices, and enriched with ſpices, and in- 
flaming their imaginations with voluptuqus re- 
preſentations, they are able to recal the ſenſibility 
of thoſe'whoſe ſtrength and vigor were impaired. 


Theſe cures, the honour of which they attribute 


to Serapis, are recorded in a- regiſter, which 
being expoſed to public; view, has procured 
this god the CS 4 Nen N 
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eme allo ene FR, morkle; de- 
ſcriptive of the diſorder of the patient, and the remedies to 
which it had yielded, * rage, in the INE a, Aſcu- 
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We now requeſted Eudoxus to Jeſcribe the 
manners and cuſtoms of the Egyptians, 2 of 
their prieſts. 
eln Greece, 3d he, the women ſeldom os 
never go out, but in Egypt the cuſtom is very 
different; for on them devolves every thing that 
is done without doors, while the men remain 
conſtantly at home, making cloth. They 
enjoy more authority than their huſbands; and 
it is even ſtipulated in their marriage- contracts 
that the wife ſhall be miſtreſs, and the huſband 


obedient to her commands. Women, however, 


are excluded from the prieſthood, n. is en- 
tirely confined to men. 

The Egyptians are allowed a dt of 
wives, though pneſts are limited to one. No 
Egyptian, male or female, would on any ac- 
count kiſs the lips of a Greek, or make uſe of 
his furniture and utenſils. Nor would he even eat 
the fleſh that had been cut with a knife belong- 
ing to one of that nation. In Greece our prieſts 
wear their hair: but in Egypt, both prieſts and 
people ſhave not only their heads, but their whole 
body, every third duyq except when in mourn. | 
ing; at Which time they ſuffer it to grow. When 
the Egyptians meet, they ſalute each other 
without ſpeaking, by touching their knees with 
SF i ED 70 their 


their hands. Their clothes are of linen, but 
they wear above them a white woollen cloak. 
The prieſts are extremely religious, and 
more attached to their forms and ceremonies 
than moſt other nations. They are circumciſed 
through a regard to cleanlineſs, which they re- 
ſpect more than beauty itſelf. Hence, alſo, 
they waſh twice every day, and as often in the 
night; though, as others informed me, they 
waſh only three times a day, which they do in an 
infuſion of hyſop, namely, at riſing, before din- 
ner, and when going to bed. They are not al- 
lowed to wear any other dreſs than a linen robe, 
and their ſhoes are made of the biblus “. 
Whenever they prepare for a great religious 
ceremony, they previouſly abſtain, during ſeven 
days, from animal food and garden-ſtuff, and 
obſerve the ſtriteſt regimen. in every reſpect. 
Their beds are formed of branches of the palm- 


| * The biblus is the ſame as the papyrus, This plant grows 
in marſby places, and its root, which is of the thickneſs of 
the wriſt and ſix cubits long, riſes above the earth. The 
ſtem is four cubits high, The fibres are weak, and therefore 
uſeleſs, and it bears no fruit: but the root is a moſt uſeful | 
kind of wood. It is employed in the eonſtruction of ſhips, is 
made into vaſes, and ſupplies the inhabitants with fire · wood. 

The inner bark is manufactured into fails, mats, clothes, 
and coverlets. The lower part of the ſtem is chewed either 
raw or after it has dern cooked, but wy the j JET. is ſwal- 
000k | | 8 a 
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tree interwoven, and a half-cylinder of wood is 
their bolſter. They alfo exerciſe their fortitude 
in bearing hunger and thirſt,” and live on a very 
ſcanty allowance of food, They never ear any 
kind of fiſh : but on the th of the firſt month, 
when the people eat them baked before their 

* dcor, the prieſts burn them before cheirs. 

1 Whence,“ faid Ariſtippns, ariſes this hatred 
for fiſh ?—< Some attribute it,* replied Eu- 
doxus, to an averſion to the ſea : but I am of 
opinion their true motive is, that thoſe kinds of 
fiſh which are without ſcales render the humours 
viſcid, and diminiſhing the perſpiration, cauſe 

e endemic complaint called elephantiaſis. 'The 
Egyptians have alſo a great repugnance to beans, 
and the prieſts cannot even bear the fight of 
them; for they confider them as impure. 
© The prieſts, however, enjoy very great ad- 
vantages, for they poſſefs one third of the pro- 
'perty of the nation, and are the only judges in 
all civil cauſes. They form a diſtin& claſs of 
men, and their children ſucceed them in their 
religious functions, which none but the ſacer- 
dotal race can perform. The ceremonies ob- 
ſerved in ſacrifices are alſo worthy of notice. 
An ox cannot be accepted as a victim unleſs he 
be clean ; that is, if he have a ſingle black hair. 
W hen he is found to be clean, they lead 
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him to the altar, light a fire, pour wine upon 
the altar, and cut the victim's throat, at the 
fame time invoking the god. They then cut off 
the head, which they load with imprecations ; 
after which it is carried to market to be fold 
to the Greeks, or is thrown into the river: 
all the Egyptians obſerve the ſame rites and ce- 
remonies in their ſacrifices, and hence they never 
cat the head of any animal whatever. | 
©] was preſent at a ſacrifice offered to 
the goddeſs Iſis. This was a very magnificent 
feſtival, and the prieſts prepared for it by faſting . 
and prayer. - On this occaſion they, immolated 
an ox, and having immediately ſtripped off his 
fkin and taken out the inteſtines, cut off his 
thighs, his ſhoulders, and his neck. The body 
was then filled with fine flour, honey, raiſins, 
figs, incenſe, myrrh, and other odoriferous ſub- 
ſtances, after which it was burnt, and oil poured 
on the fire. During this interval the prieſts beat 
themſelves with great force; and when the ce- 
remony was concluded, the remainder of the 
ſacrifice was diſtributed among the. 
* The Egyptians conſider hogs as unclean; 
and if any one by accident touches one of thoſe 


They pray that every, evil may be averted both from. 
_ their country and themſelves, and fall upon that head. 


animals, 


I 
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animals, he immediately plunges, together with 
his clothes, into the river. Hence, too; thoſe who 
keep hogs, although Egyptians by birth, cannot 
enter any temple; and they intermarry among 
themſelves; becauſe no one would conſent to be 
allied to them. Vet the Egyptians“ ſacrifice 
and eat a hog once a year, at the ſeſtival of the 
full moon and of Bacchus, who is the ſame as 
Oſiris. On that day they immolate a- hog be- 
fore their door at the hour of dinner, after which 
they walk in proceſſion, carrying figures about a 
cubit high, which are ſet in motion by a ſtring. 
To each of theſe is attached a g, of equal 
ſize with the figure itſelf, which the women agi- 
tate as they carry them through the villages and 
country tons, preceded by a flute · player, and ſing- 
ing the praiſes of Bacchus.— But I will endeavour 
to vary my narration; by relating the hiſtory of the 
aſtronamer Nicias, who fell an unfortunate vie- 
tim to the prejudices of ſuperſtition. His fate is 
a ſtriking inſtance how much theſe vulgar errors 
brutalize the ſoul, and ſtamp it with ferocity. 
But Ae, vidhiog to Wa requelies his 


12 * 


* * The 3 of 5 e = Fa Egyptian to this anĩ- 
mal is attributed to the great quantity of fat in which it is in- 
veloped, and which, preventing it from perſpiring, gives! it a 
diſpoſition to cauſe 14 in thoſe who eat 1 
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friend 0. to ow that Nö rr _ —_— 

day. 105 
en The ent ao hin Senna 
with a new flow of vigor and of health. Charmed 
with the ſerenity of the ſky, and the balmy' ſoft- 
neſs of the air, he defired to be carried into the 
garden, and placed in a bower of myrtle-and/of 
lilach, ſaying he wiſhed to enjoy this laſt ray of 
light. I accompanied him thither, and liſtened 
with intereſt and ſatisfaction to the various events 
of his youth. When J afked him whether, were 
he again to run the career of life, he would ſtill 
place the ſovereign good in pleafure, © Yes, 
replied he, immediately. In what, then, con- 
tinued I, do you conſider happineſs as conſiſt- 
ing? In the union,” ſaid he, © ofthe pleaſures 
of the heart, when enjoyed with moderation, the 
pleaſures of the mind, and the pleaſures of the 
ſenſes. Theſe laſt, however, ſoon fatigue and 
exhauſt: our organs. The ſovereign/ good of 
Plato, and of the other philoſophers who have 
bewildered themſelves with their abſtractions, is 
but a deluſive chimera of the imagination. There 
exiſts no more a ſovereign good than a ſovereign 
world. To be happy, it is enough that we can 
paſs, without interruption, from pleaſure to plea- 
lure, and from enjoyment to enjoyment: but 
ths moſt EPO food muſt be ſucceeded: by 
digeſtion, 
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digeſtion. Even connubial joys mult ſometimes | 
yield to the functions of a mother; and repoſe 
Itſelf loſes more than half its attractions, unleſs 
invited by the pleaſures of fatigue. Thus it is 
impoſſible to enjoy an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of 
the ſame delights, or to give continuity and per- 
manency to the moſt exquiſite enjoyments. The 
truly happy man is he who varies the rapid and 
tranſient gratifications of ſenſual pleaſure with 
the ennobling purſuits, of intellectual excellence, 
and the refined delights of intereſting contem- 
plations. Theſe are the beſt reſources againſt 
that apathetic laſſitude of mind, that inde finable 
evil genius, the conſtant attendant on a total va- 
cancy of purſuit. They have conſtituted my 
favourite amuſement, and afforded me the 
ſweeteſt conſolation for all the evils of life. No 
misfortune is beyond the reach of their ſoothing 
influence. They elevate the ſoul, adorn the 
mind with truth, and teach us to comprehend 
the remoteſt ſprings of action that influence 
mankind. They render us more humane, more 
generous,” more enlightened; and qualify us to 
become at once uſeful * ee members 1 
ſociety . 
Eudoxus and 8 . 1 
the cloſe of the day, and we retired within doors 
to wind when the latter, having jocoſely re- 
commended 
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commended to Ariſtippus to make libations to 
Juno, and thus to reconcile himſelf to that god- 
deſs, I had rather,” replied he, . — e 
with my depirted appetite. 

« When ſupper was ended, we i Eu- 
doxus to relate the hiſtory of Nicias. ] will be- 
gin,” ſaid he, with his origin; for the birth, the 
fortune, and the character of that great aſtrono- 
mer, are all highly worthy to be known. uf 


© 
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Lafthmia's letter continued —Hifory of Nicias. 
| The ring of Polycrates.* 


6 N was a true practical philoſopher, of 
an acute and original turn of mind. He 
concealed great erudition under the faſcinating 
charms of gaiety and ſimplicity, but the ſweet- 
neſs and frankneſs of his diſpoſition rendered him 
{till dearer to his affociates, with whom, like 
Democritus, he loved to laugh at the follies of 
mankind. He was born in the iſland of Samos, 
of indigent parents, being the ſon of a potter “*. 
At thirteen years of age having loſt his father, 
and being deſtitute both of bread and of friends, 
he ſet off for Samos, the capital of the iſland, 
which he had heard was ſituated towards the 
weſt. He therefore purſued the courſe of the 
ſun, which, to his great ſurpriſe, continually re- 
ceded as he advanced. At the-cloſe of the day, 
'being exhauſted with hunger and fatigue, and 
periſhing with cold though attacked with a vio- 


* The Samians are ſuppoſed to have been the inventors of 
this manufacture, in which they greatly excelled, 
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tent fever, he ſued for haſpitality at che door of 
a hertſman who inhabited à miſerable thovel. 
Here he was allowed to ſleep on u dunghill in 
the ſtable, and received ſome” hard dry bread, 
which he moiſtened by laying it on the dung. 
The ſheep, who were the partners of his lodg- 
ing, ſeemed to pity his misfortunes; for they 
licked him with their tongues, and cheriſned him 
with their tepid breaths.” The juvenile vigor of 
a robuſt conſtitution prevented him from ſinking 
beneath this accumulation of evils; and the 
herdſman, who began to feel for his wretched 
ſituation, gave him the care of his ſheep. It 
Was at this period that, by paſſing bis days con- 
| ſantly i in che open air, his taſte for aſtronomical 
inveſtigation began to unfold. Urged by his in- 
ſtinctive deſire of knowledge, and enlightened 
by his own reflections alone, he conſtantly ob- 
ſerved the riſing and ſetting of the ſun, and 
watched the various phaſes of the moon. At 
length accidentally finding a book, he became 
quite [miſerable .at being unable to read. He 
carried it, however, always about him, and con- 
tinued turning the leaves backward and forward 
till one day he ſaw: a man ſitting by the ſtem of a 
tree, and reading. He envied him this aſtoniſhing 
talent, of underſtanding the thoughts of otlſers 
hs means of | theſe little characters thus deline- 
8 aged 
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ated on leaves of papyrus, and after watching 
him a conſiderable time, he approached him 
with great embarraſſment and heſitation; and 
aſked him, without any further preface, to ſhow 
him how to read. See,” faid he, © here 
is a book I have found, and I would give the 
whole world to be able to read it. But I have 
no money, and all my riches conſiſt in this ragged 
cloak. I earn a few oboli, however, and theſe! 
will give you for your trouble.“ And how, 
then,” returned the ftranger, © will you live in 
the mean while? . On bread and water,” re- 
turned he. And why,” aſked the ſtranger, do 
you want to read? “ That 1 may learn aſtro- 
nomy,“ ſaid Nicias. © I have been theſe three 


months fatiguing my head to diſcover why the 


day gradually diminiſhes, and the ſun ſets every 
evening a little earlier than the preceding ; ſo 
that I am afraid we ſhall ſoon have perpetual 
night. Yet if I compare it with the moon, I 
cannot help imagining the day will again in- 


creaſe.” Upon this the ſtranger, aftoniſhed at the 


natural genius and ſagacity of this young ſhep- 
herd, told him to come to him every evening, 
and he would teach him to read. Though he 
ved twenty ſtadia from the herdſmen, Nicias 
dally hurried thither at ſunſet, and applied with 
* 9 eagerneſs to his ne ſtudy, that in three 
„ weeks 


— — — 


tw GREECE AND. ASIA, 209. 


' weeks be had no-further occifion for inftruftion, 


After that period he taught himſelf to write, and 


was continually delineating letters in the ſand; or 
on the bark of trees. Aſtronomy, however, was 
the grand object of his purſuit, for which pur- 


poſe he contrived an obſervatory at the top of a 


large oak. There he paſſed a conſiderable part 
of the night, although, being deſtitute of money, 
he could buy neither books nor maps. To 
procure theſe, he formed little Junoes, priapi, 
and penates, of clay, which he fold to old 
women, and, with the produce, formed the ele- 
ments of his library. One day, as he lay ſur- 
rounded by his flock, with a book in his hand, 


"*and a number of maps ſpread before him, a hand- 


ſome, well-dreſſed man paſſed near him; and 


being aſtoniſhed at all this apparatus, 0 incon- 


gruous with the dreſs and appearance of the 
young ſhepherd, accoſted him, and aſked him 
what he was doing. © 1 am ſtudying aſtro- 
nompy,“ ſaid Nicias.— “ And do you underſtand 
any thing of it?” ſaid the ſtranger.— Very 
little, replied the youth: © but by Jupiter 1 


will one day underſtand more of it. I know, ' 
already, that the moon moves round the earth in 


about twenty-ſeven days *,” —* That is a con- 


| ſiderable 

„ The moon completes ber circumvolution round the 
earth, to the point of depatture, in twenty-ſeven days, ſeven 
VOL, 11. | INS | hours, 
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ſiderable progreſs,” returned the ſtranger. « How 
did you contri ve to know her motion ſo well? 
— At firſt,” ſaid Nicias, * contemplated her 
for a long time. I obſerved that ſhe always 


ſet behind a foreſt, and thither I frequentlyhurried 
to overtake her, but was aſtoniſhed to ſee her ſtill 


as remote as ever. I watched her courſe, and my 


ſurpriſe increaſed to perceive her riſe and ſet at 


different hours. Thus have I ſtudied at ran- 


dom during two whole ſummers, without any 


bother inſtructor than my eyes. I diſcovered that 


the ſtars never change their places, except that of 
Venus, which particularly fixed my attention, and 
ſeemed, like the moon, to have a motion pe- 
culiar to herſelf. For a long time' ſhe dif- 


appeared; after which ſhe became a morning in 


lieu of an evening-ſtar. In the ſame manner I 
have purſued the courſe of the ſun; whoſe time of 
riling and ſetting alſo varies daily. I have 
marked both of them with two flakes.” . You 
ſeem,“ faid the ſtranger, „ to be a clever lad,- 
and I will make your fortune.” —< I thank 


you,“ returned the youth, « but I am not in 
Want of any thing.” —* Ha, ha !” returned he, 


* — 
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doi ſorty- three minutes, and twelve ſeconds, ad arrives 
at the ſame relative ſituation to the ſun in twenty nine days, 


twelve hours, forty-four minutes, and three ſeconds. 
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de how much, then, do you, earn per day?“ 
* As much; replied Nicias, “ as Polycrates the 
tyrant of Samos. —* Indeed! ſaid the 
ſtranger. That is a great deal! But how do 
you mean?“ “ He earns his livelihood,” re- 
plied the youth, and I earn mine.“ At this 
time the ſtranger was ſurrounded by a numerous 
and brilliant retinue, who approached him with 
& reſpectful air, and kiſſed his hand. On ſeeing 
this, Nicias aroſe, though with manly aſſurance, 
and not betraying the leaſt fear or embaraſſ- 
ment; upon which the tyrant of Samos (for 
ſuch, in fact, was the ſtranger) diſcovered him- 
ſelf to the young ſhepherd, and invited him to 
his capital, where he promiſed to take care of his 
education, and then ſend him to complete his 
ſtudies at Memphis or at Athens. At this pro- 
poſal Nicias heſitated ſome time; for though 
he panted for the acquiſition of knowledge, yet 
his liberty was dearer to him than ſcience itſelf. 
Polycrates, however, promiſed he ſhould not 
forfeit that treaſure; and on this condition 
Nicias accepted his offer. From the moment 
of his arrival at Samos he applied with enthu- 
ſiaſm to the ſtudy of aſtronomy and the other 
ſciences; and his progreſs was ſo. rapid, that at 
the expiration of four years Polycrates ſent him 
to travel into Chaldaa, Egypt, and Greece. At 
P 2 his 
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dis return he appointed him his aſtronomer, gave 
him apartments in bis palace, and aſſigned him a 
very handſome income. But neither the man- 
ners and refinements of the court, nor the at- 
trations and enjoyments of luxury, could cor- 
rupt the native ſimplicity of this ruſtic philoſo- 
pher. His frugal habits ſtill remained the ſame; 
a board was his bed, and he had no fixed hour 
for his meals. He ate as he walked, and his 
food was cheeſe, milk, and vegetables ; for he 
could never accuſtom his ſtomach to the uſe of 
animal food. . 8 
The tyrant, who was very fond of his con- 
verſation, was one day felicitating himſelf on the 
uninterrupted career of his proſperity, and the 
unceaſing favour of the gods, when Nicias re- 
preſented to him that this was a motive for his 
dreading the caprices of Fortune, who ſooner or 
later demands a tribute of grief from all men; 
and therefore adviſed him to inflict on himſelf 
ſome voluntary misfortune, to ſatisfy that malig- 
nant divinity. The prince thought his reaſoning 
juſt; and having an emerald ring, to which he 
was extremely attached, not only on account of 
the beauty and rarity of the ſtone, but of the 
great reputation and talents of the engraver, 
walked into a gallery, and threw it into the ſea. 
A few days after, ſome fiſhermen having taken a 
N | fiſh 
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fiſh of extraordinary ſize, brought it to the 
kitchen of the prince, where it was no ſooner 
opened than the ring was found in the entrails. 
On hearing of this, Polycrates was tranſported” 
with joy. and. ſurpriſe, - exclaiming that he was 
the darling of Fortune, who was determined to 
exempt. him from the general lot of humanity. 
But the philoſopher Nicias, who, in lieu of x- 
joicing at this prodigy, trembled for the fate of 
the prince, began to lay, up his ſavings, and ſend 
them to Memphis, that he might retire thither 
in caſe he ſhould experience a common big- 
wreck with his maſter, 

The event proved the wiſdom of his deter- 
mination ;. for fix months after Orœtes, one of 
the ſatraps of Cambyſes, and governor of Sar- 
dis, being deſirous of making himſelf maſter of | 
the iſland of Samos, ſent word to Polycrates 
that he was diſcontented with the Perſian go- 
vernment, and wiſhed to retire to his court 
with all his treaſures, of which he propoſed to 
give him half, if he would afford him a retreat. 
At the ſame time he invited him to an interview, 
that they might confer upon the ſubject. 
Though the thirſt of gold tempted the avarice of 
Polycrates, yet as he was too acute not to ſuſ- 
pect ſome treacherous deſign, he ſent a confi- 
dential meſſenger to Orcetes, to obſerve every 

P 3 thing 
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thing that paſſed, and to endeavout to penetrate 


the real intentions of the ſatrap; who, being 
equally crafty with the tyrant; cauſed a number 


of caſks to be embarked in the preſence of the 
meſſenger, which, he ſaid, contained his riches, 
but which, in fact, were filled with' materials of 


ng value, and covered with à thin layer of gold 


at the ſurface ?. This completely deceived the 
meſſenger, who gave his maſter the fulleſt aſſur- 
ances,. and thus induced him to embark, not- 


_ withſtanding the prayers and intreaties of his 


dabghter, to whom he ſaid, in a mpment of 
paſſion, that if he came back ſafe, he \ gg 
never conſent to her marrying. © I with,” 

plied ſhe, that your threats may be A, 
for I had rather always continue ſingle than loſe 
my dear father.” No ſooner was Polycrates in 
the power of the treacherous Orcetes than he 
cauſed him to be ſeized and crucified. Thus 
did this prince, ſo celebrated both on account 
of his brilliant talents an his uninterrupted flow 
of good fortune, terminate a life of unparalleled 
proſperity with an ignominious and croet death, 


*$ , 


* Annibal made uſe of a ſimilar arüiſlce, to elade the ava- 
ricious 'rapacity of the ichabitants of Gortyna in Crete, fill- 
ing ſome amphoræ with lead, which he covered with gold 


a ſilver, and preſented i in the temple of Ligua, bed, 


„On 
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© On the news of this horrid cataftrophe, 
Nicias left Samos, and removed to Memphis, 
that ſuperb city which is near ſeven leagnes in 
circumference, and is adorned with the moſt 
magnificent edifices. There Nicias lived in 
philoſophic retirement, paſſing all his time in his 
ſtudy, and devoting himſelf entirely to aftronomy 
and geometry, which were then in the moſt 
flouriſhing ſtate in that capital; where his deep 
ſcience and great aſtronomical diſeoveriespro- 
cured him a very high reputation. He de- 
termined the different elevations of the pole by 
the ſhadow of the ſun ; for he obſerved, that in 
proportion as we advance towards the north, the' 
ſhadows meaſured on the ſame day of the year 
are longer. Hence he concluded that the fun's 
altitude above the horizon is diminiſhed ;* that 
the obſerver ſituated to the northward is not on 
the ſame plane as the obſerver to the ſotthward, 
and therefore that the earth is round. He ac- 
quired a ſtill further aſſurance” of its ſpherical 
form by the eclipſes of che moon, becauſe 
at that time the ſhadow of this earth is always 
circular; and by the failing of ſhips, which ap- 
pear and dĩſappear by degrees, the maſt remaining 
the longeſt in ſight. He diſcovered that Venus 
comes to her inferior conjunction with the ſun 
once in nineteen months; and being then at her 
perigee, or ſmalleſt diſtance from the earth, 
24 ines 
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ſhines with extraordinary ſplendor about thirty- 
fix days before, and as many after their union, 
© When the ſummer folſtice approached, he 
took a voyage to Syene, which js ſituated verti- 
cally under the tropic of Cancer, to ſee the cele- 
brated well, over which the ſun paſſes perpendi- 
cularly on the day of its higheſt elevation, There 
he ſaw the reflection of that luminary at the bot- 
tom of the well, and no ſhade whatever in the 
| City, which proved to him that it was really fitu- 
ated preciſely under the tropic. Though this 
ruſtic philoſopher; however, had hitherto been 
defended from the ſhafts of Cupid by the ægis 
of Minerya, he at length experienced the reſiſt- 
leſs power of beaut /. One afternoon as he was 
walking in the country, contemplating the nature 
of the ſtars and the motion of che moon, his at- 
tention was ſuddenly called back to the earth by 
the melodious tones of a female vcice. Looking 
round to diſcoyer whence it proceeded, he ſaw, 
at a ſmall diſtance, ſome young girls waſhing . 
linen in one of the leſſer canals of the Nile. He 
pauſed to liſten to their ſongs, and they per- | 
| ceived his intentions; but whether through tj- 
migity or playfulneſs, they immediately ceaſed. 
By an illufion of optics, all theſe waſhing-girls, 
w When, viewed in the diſtance by the faſcinated 
* N — - philoſopher appeared ſo many beauteous 
nymphs; 
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nymphs: but when he approached: them, his, 
whole ſoul was abſorbed by one in particular 
who reſembled Galatea ſurrounded by the 
Nereids. Her long eye-laſhes, her large black | 
eyes flaſhing fire through their gliſtening hu- 
midity, and giving a warmth and voluptuouſ- 
neſs of expreſſion to her countenance, her fine 
flowing hair, and her light and eaſy ſhape, united 
with a middle ſtature ; ſuch was the charming 
object who was deſtined to awaken the firſt ſenſa- 
tions of love in the breaſt of Nicias: an impreſ- 
ſioa which was the more lively, as the women of 
the country are in general far from beautiful. 
He accoſted her, and was pleaſed with her re- 
plies. She told him ſhe only waſhed her father's 
and her own clothes; that they lived in the 
neighbourhood ; and that having done her work, 
ſhe would conduct him to her father's houſe, if 
agreeable to him to accompany her. Nicias, 
who was well verſed in Homer, immediately 
thought of che princeſs Nauſicaa, who waſhed 
the robes of her father Alcinous, and his ardent. 
imagination readily transformed his fair one into 
the daughter of a king, or a nymph of the train 
* The higheſt degree of beauty in Egypt conſiſted in being 
enormouſly fat; for which purpoſe they ate the feet of anĩ - 
mals, and certain drugs which promote that habit of body, 
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of Diana. He accepted her invitation, and even 
aſſiſted his lovely waſherwoman to carry a part 
of her burthen. He aſked her, on the road, 
whether the was married: No,” faid ſhe ; ec F- 
am but fifteen” years old, and therefore am in no 

hurry; though it is true my elder ſiſter was 
_ mattiet at twelve; and my coufin, who was 
married a few days ago, had but juſt completed 
her cleventh year.“ She afterwards informed: 
him that her name was Deiphila, and her father's 
Boccberis whom they found in a ſmall garden, 
ornamented with ſycamores and palmꝰ- trees. 
When Bocchoris heard the name of Nicias, who 
had already become famous throughout Egypt, 
he-felicitated himſelſ on receiving a viſit from ſo 
great à philoſopher. This man was one of 
the moſt zealous worſhippers of Apis and Anu- 
bis, and had a profound veneration for the cro- 
codile, for the ibis, and for cats. To the latter of 
theſe he had confecrated a corner of his garden, 
to- Which he conducted his gueſt. I feed 
them, ſaid he, on bread crumbled into milk, 
and fomerimes give them fiſh. from the Nile.” 
He then ſpoke of the great Ofiris, and of 
Typhon his brother. Nicias often inter- 
rupted” him to addreſs Deiphila; and when he 
took leave, Bocchoris invited him to ſupper the 
next day. © I ſhall give you,” ſaid he, © ſome 


3 pork ; 
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pork ; for to-morrow is the full moon, and that, 
you know, is the only day in the year when we 
are allowed to eat any. Come with me, and ſee 
me kill it.” When this victim was immolated; 
the ſpleen, the epiploon or caul, and the extre- 
mity of the tail, were wrapped up in the fat, and 
burnt, the remainder being kept for dinner the 
next day. Nicias paſſed a charming evening; 
and when he returned home, all his thoughts 
and deſires were fixed on the amiable Egyptian. 
He would even have abandoned Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, and the Greater and Leſſer Bear, to 
contemplate the new conſtellation he bad diſ- 
covered upon earth. This ſituation, ſo entirely 
new to the philoſopher, deprived him of fleep; 
and being utterly inexperienced in the wiles of 
love, and totally ignorant of thoſe fine and deli- 
cate allurements which, with dexterous manage- 
ment, penetrate at once into the heart of the fair, 
as the morning ray warms and reanimates the 
flower which the night has chilled; he could diſ- 
cover no other hopes of ſucceſs, no other 
ſanction for his paſſion, than the ſacred bonds of 
marriage. But how could a philoſopher and an 
aſtronomer, half wild from the hand of Nature, 
and eſpecially a man who had hitherto lived in 
the moſt abſolute independence, bend his neck 

beneath ſo heavy a. yoke? Theſe reflections 
Non | violently 


— 
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violently agitated him; while, on the one 
hand, he was attracted by the ſweetly-ſoothing 
delights of mutual love, and on the other, re- 
preſſed by the cares et chains of an Indifſoluble 
bondage. 

In this ſtate of anxiety bs went out to + diflpice 
and allay his uneaſineſs by a ramble in the fields, 
and to reflect on the line of conduct he ought to 
purſue, when he accidentally met a friend, who, 
without erecting a ſtandard of philoſophy, poſſeſſ- 
ed a great ſhare of good ſenſe and ſound judgment. 
To him he confided his paſſion and the inde- 
ciſion of his mind, and aſked his opinion relative 
to marriage. © If you were about to under- 
take a long journey, ſaid his friend, © would 
you prefer being alone, or accompanied by one 
you eſteem and love? — 4 What an idle queſ- 

tion]! returned Nicias: Nothing can be fo 

dull as travelling alone. If ve incur any 

danger, or ſuffer any hardſhips and misfortunes, 

theſe are ſurely ſoftened and alleviated by the 
company of a friend. If, when the opening 
day beams upon our path, while breathing the 
pure and refreſhing atmoſphere of morning, we 
traverſe à beautiful plain, or wind along a charm- 
ing valley, is not our pleaſure doubled by com- 
munication ?”—« Very well, my dear friend, 
replied his counſellor ; this is an anſwer to your 
inquiry. 


* 
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mquiry. Life is a rugged- and intricate path, 
full of ſtones and rocks, and embarraſſed? with 
briars, where we only now and then meet with a 
fertile and ſmiling valley. This road we muſt 
neceſſarily paſs, in our progreſs towards the end 
of our journey, and an agreeable companion par- 


ticipates the pleaſures and alleviates the fatigues 


we meet with.“ At this time they perceived a 
man and woman diſputing vehemently, till at 
length the man recurred to the law of the 
ſtrongeſt, and beat his antagoniſt. Immediately 


they ran to her aſſiſtance, and aſked the peaſant 


what could occaſion this violent anger and 
brutality. It is only my wife I am correct- 
ing,” ſaid the countryman. * She is an ill- 
tempered, capricious, indolent, paſſionate, tur- 
bulent miſchief-maker, and, in ſhort, I am tired 


of enduring her.” When they queſtioned the 


woman in her turn, ſhe replied, with the ſame 
aſperity, that her huſband was a jealous, brutal, 


avaricious drunkard, and that ſhe could not live 


with him any longer, Nicias's friend, there- 
fore, adviſed them to ſeparate amicably, to which 
both parties readily conſented. Upon this, 


Nicias faid, © You ſee it is better to travel alone 


than to take a companion, and then quarre] and 
fight by the way. Stay till ro-morrow,” re- 


turned his friend, * before you ſo haſtily make 


up 


72 

A 
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up your mind.“ Nicias, however, paſſed an- 


other night in the ſame agitation as before, and 
equally incapable of deciding between love and 


teaſon. As ſoon as day appeared, he haſtened to 


his friend, where he found the peaſant intreating 


| him to prevail upon his wife to return, proteſt- 


ing how much he loved her, notwithſtanding all 
her faults, and declaring that he could not bear 
thus to live in ſolitude like a moping owl. 
Nicias's friend immediately ſent for the woman, 
and aſked her, in the hearing of her huſband, 


who was concealed from her view, whether ſne 


perſiſted in her determination to part. But no 
ſooner did ſhe hear this queſtion than ſhe burſt 


into tears, confeſſed ſhe had paſſed a miſerable 


night, and aſſured him, that although her huſband 


had many faults and errors, ſhe could not bear 


his abſence. On this the huſband immediately 
came forth and embraced his wife, and they re- 


turned home together, full of joy and tenderneſs. 
% What do you think now,” ſaid the Egyptian 
to Nicias, „of matrimony and its ſtorms ?” — 
I think,“ replied he, * that it reſembles the 
climate of Greece, whichis often foggy, cloudy, 


and tempeſtuous, but which many fine days of 


ſerenity render a charming abode. Tes, I am 
determined. I will marry Deiphila.“ He im- 


mediately went to Bocchoris, and joined him in 


eating 
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eating his pork under the palm trees (for that 
was the day of the full moon); and aſter ſupper 
Bocchoris and Nicias walked in the garden, 
when Bocchoris happening to aſk him whether 
he had paſſed the night in contemplating the 
ſtars. «By no means, ſaid Nicias : *I walked 
on the banks of the Nile with your lovely 
daughter; and I think, that after this ſolitary 
nocturnal walk with a young girl, it is my duty 
to ſolicit her in marriage.“  Bocchoris imme- 
diately gave his conſent with tranſport. But 
I muſt alſo have that of the charming Deiphila,“ 

ſaid the philoſopher.—“ I have no doubt, re- 
plied the father, “of your obtaining it. There 
ſhe is, muſing in ſolitude: go and propoſe it to 


her.“ Nicias now approached her, and both, at 


firſt, were ſilent; for the philoſopher was to- 
ally unpractiſed in this kind of interview, and 
knew not how to begin. At length he took 
courage, and faid, © Fair Deiphila, though I 
am totally ignorant of the language of love, yet 


from the firſt moment I beheld you, you have 


_ diſturbed my peace and overpowered my reaſon, 
The fineſt ſunriſe, the moſt brilliant view of 
opening ſpring, the roſe mingling its new-born 
crimſon with the verdure of its foliage, never yet 
cauſed ſo lively a pleaſure, or ſo ſoft a ſenſation 


in my breaſt as the ſight of your youthful and at- 
| | tractive 
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tractive charms: From that moment your 
image has been impreſſed upon my breaſt, as 
ſweetneſs and ſenſibility ſmile in your lovely 
countenance. I was aſtoniſhed at my ſituation, 
and found I loved you. Either all my calcula- 
tions are erroneous, of to poſſeſs you would con- 
ftitute the happineſs of my life. I have already 
obtained the conſent of your father : but that is 
nugatory, unleſs confirmed by you. Speak 
tell me if you hate me. If fo, it ſhall go no 
farther : but if you do not, take me at my word, 
and let us be married to-morrow.” Deiphila re- 
flected for a moment; then walking a few ſteps 
away. f him, ſhe ſaid, „J am going to give 
you an anſwer.” She then delineated ſome letters 
in the fand with her ſtick, after which ſhe fled 
away and vaniſhed, Nicias approached, and 
read, with ecſtatic joy, “ Yes; the wiſe, the 
learned Nicias has gained my love.” 

The philoſopher now retired, and conſidered 
himſelf the happieſt of mankind. In the night, 
however, he was attacked with a violent indi- 
geſtion; for through complaiſance to Bocchoris 
and the amiable Deiphila he had eaten pork, al- 


| though in the habit of abſtaining from all kinds of 


meat. In conſequence of this he had a danger- 
dus colic, headache, and fever. Immediately 


three en attended him; and though he 
would 
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would ſcarcely admit more than one, he was told 
three were indiſpenſably neceſſary: one for the 


colic, one for the headache, and a third for the 
fever. Such, indeed, was the cuſtom in Egypt, 
where no phyſician could practiſe in more than 
one diſorder. Hence each of theſe ſons of 
Æſculapius ordered his remedies. apart. But 
Nicias followed his own judgment, and ſoon re- 
covered “. 0 

He immediately renewed his viſits to Dei- 
phila, and urged the acceleration of their nup- 
tials, which were fixed for the day after the new 
moon. Nicias waited for the expiration of this 
interval with all the impatience of a lover pant= 
ing for the accompliſhment of his deſires, when 
an unforeſeen calamity poſtponed his promiſed 
happineſs. On the appointed day the overjoyed 
Nicias came, like Tithonus rejuvenated by 
Aurora, to the houſe of Bocchoris, where he 
found the whole family overwhelmed with grief 
and conſternation. Bocchoris and his daughter 
had ſhaved their eyebrows; they beat their 
breaſts, and heaved the deepeſt ſighs and groans; 
and when Nicias, full of alarm and ſurpriſe, 

The phyſicians being of the college of prieſts, were 
obliged to follow the preſcribed rules ; from which if they 


' deviated, their own life was reſponſible for that of their 
patient. 
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eagerly enquired the cauſe of this mourning, he 
was told, one of the cats of the family had ſud- 
denly died. The veneration of the Egyptians 
for that animal is well known ; and the philo- 
ſopher, whoſe wiſhes it” deferred, ſincerely con- 
doled and ſympathiſed on the occafion with his 
new relations. In the meanwhile the corpſe was 
wrapped in linen, and ſent to the Taricheutæ, 
to be embalmed and interred in the ſacred 
monuments. | 

© It was neceſſary, however, to wait till the 
mourning was expired before the nuptials could 
be celebrated. The irreſiſtible flight of time 
at length brought on that happy period, and 
Bocchoris gave a great entertainment on the oc- 
caſion. In the middle of the feaſt, while joy 
animated the features of every gueſt, a large 
coffin, on which was a repreſentation of a dead 
man cut in wood, was brought round according 
to cuſtom, and preſented by turns to each of the 
gueſts, the bearer ſaying, Caſt thine eyes on this 
man; thou wilt reſemble him after death. Now, 
therefore, drink and ve happy | 
de As the night was rapidly advancing, Eu- 
doxus broke off his narration ; and the phyſician 
finding the pulſe of Ariſtippus accelerated, de- 
ſired he might be left to repoſe. He paſſed, 
however, a quiet night, and in the morning 


- ſeemed 
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ſeemed free from every diſorder but that of ex- 
treme debility. While we were expecting the 
arrival of his two philoſophic friends, he related, 
with great ſpirit and animation, a ſingular anec- 
dote of himſelf, 


Q 2 
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CH AP EXY. 


Laſtbenia's letter continued. Gallant anecdote of 
Ariſtippus, 


K 1 was about thirty years old, ſaid the dying 
philoſopher, when either my thirſt for 
knowledge, or a more ſuperficial and idle curi- 
oſity, induced me to go to Corinth, whither my 
love of gallantry and of pleaſure naturally tra- 
velled with me. There I ſoon became ena- 
moured with the charms of the young and 
beautiful Lybiſſa. Lais, to whom I had been 
ſome time attached, being informed of my in- 
fidelity, inſtantly ſet off from Athens, diſguiſed 
in man's clothes, and on her arrival at Corinth 
procured an introduction to Lybiſſa, ingrati- 
ated herſelf in her affections, entangled her in the 
flowery ſnares of love, and thus ſeduced her into 
the devious paths of inconſtancy. Tou well 
know that nothing could be more amiable or 
attractive than this beautiful Sicilian courtezan. 
Unfortunately I was obliged to make an excur- 
fion of ſeven or eight days to Megara, and this 


interval ſhe improved to the beſt advantage. 
| Ly biſſa 
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Lybiſſa having confeſſed ſhe was engaged to me, 
«« What ſignifies this tranſient inclination?” re- 
plied Lais. Inconftancy and variety are the 
chief gratifications of the heart, and the primary 
impulſe of nature. In fact, they are the univerfal 
law. The ſeaſons vary the face of the revolving 
year: Spring decorates the fields with flowers, 


Summer gilds and enriches them with corn, 


Autumn loads the trees with fruit, and fills our 


preſſes with wine ; till at length winter arrives, 


and again wholly changes the animated ſcene. 
The trees are then ſtripped of their leafy ho- 


nours; and the orchards, that fo lately ſmiled 


with fruit and verdure, now chill the imagina- 


tion and depreſs the heart.” Perſuaſion doubt- 
| leſs flowed irreſiſtibly from her lips: but no 


ſooner did Lybiſſa hear of my return than ſhe 
ſent for me. Finding her manner unuſually diſ- 
tant and embarraſſed, I aſked her what was the 
cauſe of this change. She heſitated, bluſhed, 
and caſt her eyes upon the earth ; till at length 
ſhe ſaid, “My dear Ariſtippus, you are a phi- 


loſopher, and conſequently will have ſome in- 


dulgence for my weakneſs.” —< Yes, indeed,” 
ſaid I ; © I have too much need of that of others 


to refuſe them mine. You may therefore ſpeak 
with confidence, for ITfhall liſten to you with the 


regard and intereſt of friendſhip.” “ I once 


Q3 | loved 


Fe 
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loved you,” ſaid ſhe.—* Once!“ repeated I. 
«© ] often flattered myſelf that you loved me: 
but does your affection, then, diminiſh in lieu 
of increaſing ?”—< Yes,” ſaid ſhe; * and to 
confeſs it frankly, is a duty which I owe you.” — 
« At leaſt,” replied I, © I had no expectation 
of ſo rapid a change. Have I, then, the mis- 
fortune to have a rival, more amiable or more 
happy than myſelf?“ “ Not more amiable,” 
returned ſhe, © though perhaps more happy; if 
it be a happineſs to have taken my tenderneſs by 
| ſurpriſe.” —<© Your ſincerity, at leaſt,” faid I, 
* ought to be ſome apology for your incon- 
ſtancy. But do me the favour to tell me the 
name of this happy rival?“ “ He is one of 
your own friends, ſaid ſhe: „ his name is 
Amyclas.”—< Amyclas! Yes,” returned I; 
« T knew an Athenian of that name. He is a 
little man, with one eye, a broad, flat noſe ; 
thick clumſy lips; woolly hair; and, in ſhort, 
nearly reſembles a ſatyr. Is that the worthy 
rival who has induced you to reject me? I 
congratulate you on the elegance of your choice!“ 
At this moment the door opened, and a young 
man entered, ſaying, ** Look, Ariſtippus ! does 
my appearance correſpond with the picture you 
have drawn? Do I reſemble a ſatyr?“ Gods! 
how I was aſtoniſhed! The youth, who thus 


ſuddenly 
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ſuddenly addreſſed me, was as beautiful as Nar- 
ciſſus himſelf! As I was ſtill filent, he ſaid, 
« What! does the amiable Ariſtippus forget 
a friend, with whom he has paſſed ſo many 
agreeable and happy days ?”—At length I dif- 
covered, with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, that 
my rival was Lais herſelf, who aſſured me that 
Lybiſſa waited only for my conſent to give her 
hand to her pretended lover.“ I conſent to 
it,” ſaid I, ſmiling, “ if ſuch a union be poſſible. 
But I have a certain ſuſpicion of this Amyclas ; 
and I believe an infurmountable obſtacle will 
prevent your happineſs,” And what is that?“ 
ſaid Lybiſſa, with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
J cannot diſcover any, for his heart is mine.“ 
« Apreed,” ſaid I; * yet the heart is not 
enough in wedded life. But there he is, and to 
him I leave the explanation.” Upon this, 
Lais, after ſome excuſes, declared the inutility 
of her paſſion, and acknowledged her ſex. At 
theſe words, rage and confuſion diſtorted the 
*countenance of Lybiſſa, and ſhe quitted us wit 
a threatening look of indignation and horrar, 
but without uttering a word.” 

« At this time entered Eudoxus and Anax- 
imander, and we requeſted the former to re- 
ſume the intereſting narrative of Nicias. 
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CHAP, LXVI. 


Laſtbenia letter nee vy of Nicias 
| continued. 


6 e was now poſſeſſed of a wife, who had 

| been educated amidſt a crowd of ſuper- 
ſtitious prejudices, and loaded with amulets and 
taliſmans. But her huſband, whoſe philoſophy 
was far ſuperior to vulgar errors, ſoon diſ- 
embarraſſed her of all theſe trinkets, and con- 
vinced her that it is only by purity of manners, 
by reſpect for the gods, and by benevolence to- 
wards mankind, that we can elevate, our minds 
above theſe baſe-born fears, or deſerve the ap- 
probation of the Deity, Long did their lives 
glide on amid the ſweet and tranquil enjoyments 
of mutual affection; and although Nicias did 
not find in his wife thoſe mental endowments 
- which would have multiplied as well as ſtrength- 

ened the bands of love, and rendered it more in- 
tereſting and animated, yet, like a true philo- 
ſopher, he treated her with all that indulgence 
which cultivated minds owe to modeſt igno- 


rance and conſcious weakneſs ; eſpecially when 
this 
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this ſlumber of the mind is compenſated by the 
moſt amiable and engaging qualities of the heart. 
Deiphila, however, was continually urging her 
huſband to get himſelf admitted among the 
Initiated, as the moſt certain road to fame and 
happineſs, both in the preſent world and after 
death. * 

Bocchoris, equally infatuated with preju- 
dices, and himſelf one of the Initiated, was alſo 
inceſſantly ſoliciting his ſon-in-law to pals 
through this religious ceremony, which, he 
ſaid, would give him a new life and mode of 
exiſtence. It requires ſome courage,” ſaid 
he, © to undergo the trials and the preparations 
required, for they are terrible and hazardous : 
yet the danger is but imaginary. Only brave it, 
and the palm of glory will be the reward of your 
firmneſs.” In fact, though Nicias was a true 
ſceptic, the deſire of being acquainted with 
myſteries ſo univerſally celebrated through- 
out Greece induced him to undergo a trial, too 
terrific for the majority of mankind. TI have 
brought the manuſcript,” continued Eudoxus, 
* wherein he relates the various ceremonies of 
the initiation. This manuſcript I have had the 
utmoſt difficulty to procure, and it coſt the 
writer his life.“ 


ad 
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« We were now interrupted by a deputation 
from the Lycæum and the Academy, to inquire 
after the health of Ariſtippus. He ordered them 
to be introduced; and after having expreſſed his 
gratitude for their ſolicitudes, he added, My 
laſt journey is fixed in the great book of fate, 
and I ſhall depart, on a very early day, from this 
little ſublunary globe. You may affure my 
worthy brothers, that whatever part of the uni- 
verſe I may inhabit when dead, I ſhall remember 
their kindnels, and will ſerve them if it be in my 
power.“ When the deputies were gone, Eu- 
doxus refumed his ere he and read as 
follows. 
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c HAP. LXVIIL 
Lafthenia's letter continued.—The ceremonies of 
initiation in Egypt. | 


c | « Wop I ſet off for the temple of Memphis; 
where the ceremonies of initiation are per- 
formed, my father-in-law again reminded me of 
the fatigues and dangers I was about to en- 
counter, eſpecially ſhould my courage fail. -But 
I replied, that my reſolution was fixed, and that 
he might rely upon my firmneſs. Having pro- 
vided ourſelves with a lamp, and the means of 
lighting it, we ſet out for the pyramid, where 
we arrived at night, and immediately aſ- 
cended ſixteen ſteps to a window three feet 
ſquare, and always open. This was: the be- 
ginning of a long winding paſſage, which we 
could only enter by crawling on our bellies. 1 
went-firſt with my lighted lamp in my hand, and 
after many turnings, we came to a very capacious 
well, coated with a very black aſphaltos, and as 
ſmooth as a mirror. The appearance of this 
well, by the light of my lamp, was very terrific, 
We 
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We could not diſcover its depth, nor did we 
perceive any means of facilitating our deſcent; 
and, in general, men of weak minds proceed 
no further. Bocchoris endeavoured to diſcover 
the ſtate of mine, by looking at me ſome time 
without uttering a word: but perceiving me re- 
ſolute and unſhaken, he took the lamp from 
me, placed it on his head, put one fodt into the 
well on an iron ſtep which the obſcurity of the 
place had concealed from my view; and ſetting 
the other on a ſecond ſtep, deſcended without 
ſpeaking. I followed him till we came to the 
ſixtieth ſtep, where we found a window that led 
into a commodious paſſage cut in the ſolid rock, 
and deſcending in a ſpiral line one hundred and 
twenty-four feet. We then found folding- doors 
of braſs grating, which we opened without dif- 
ficulty and without noiſe: but as they cloſed, 
they gave a very loud report, which long re- 
echoed through that vaſt pile of building, By 
this time we were at. the bottom of the well; 
which was an hundred and fifty feet deep. Op- 
polite to this gate, which faced the north, was 
another to the ſouthward, with a fixed iron 
grating, formed of bars as thick as the arm, 
On looking through it, I perceived a paſlage, 
extending as far as I could diſtinguiſh, adorned 
on the left with a long range of arcades, illumi- 

V e 


18 GREECE AND A814. 247 


nated with a great number of lamps and torches; 
and heard harmonious muſic, conſiſting of male 
and female voices. This paſſage,” ſaid 
Bocchoris, © paſſes under the other pyramids, 
which are uſed as tombs, and the arcades lead to 
a ſubterraneous temple, where the prieſts and 
prieſteſſes, whoſe voices you hear, perform fa- 
crifices and ceremonies every night, which I am 
not yet permitted to reveal. But it is time we 
ſhould reft, whatever be our intention, whether to 
proceed or return,” Accordingly we ſeated our- 
. felves on a ſtone bench, which extended the 
whole circumference of the well, where I was 
deeply impreſſed with the magnificence of theſe 
ſubterraneous works, which are fully known only 
to the initiated, When we had reſted ourſelves 
a few minutes, Bocchoris ſaid to me, My fon, 
that is the northern gate by which we entered. 
To the eaſt is another, wkich opens into a paſ- 
fage parallel to that with the arcades, which as 
yet you are not permitted to enter. This 
| paſſage was ſix feet wide, very ſmooth, per- 
ſectly ſtraight, and its roof formed a ſemicircular 
arch. On a pediment over the door were ſome 
black letters on very white marble,'to the follow- 
ing effect: Yhoſoever ſhall paſs this way alone, 
and without looking behind him, ſhall be purified by 
fire, water, and air ; and if be overcome the fear 
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of death, ſhall come forth from the boſom of the 
earth, ſhall ſee the light, and have a right to pre- 
pare his ſoul for the revelation of the myſteries of 
the great goadeſs is. Here Bocchoris told me 
he could accompany me no farther, and that I 
ſtill had it in my power to go back : but I re- 
plied, that I ſhould proceed with the ſame in- 
trepidity as thoſe who had gone before me. 
Thus faying, I took the lamp, and bid him fare» 
wel, He embraced me, and told me to unite 
addreſs with courage. In the meanwhile he fol- 
lowed me at a diſtance, though unknown to me. 
This is the general rule; becauſe, in caſe the 
candidate ſhould be taken ill, or want courage to 
proceed, his guide is to conduct him back to- 
wards the well, ſhew him the way out, and ad- 
viſe him, for his own honour, never to ſpeak of 
this adventure, and never to enter any one of the 

twelve temples of Egypt. Thus I walked, by 
lamp-light, along a ſubterraneous road of more 
than a league in length, full of wonder and aſto- 
niſhment. At length J came to a little iron 
gate, which was ſhut, and a few paces from it 
ſaw three men in kelmets, whole creſts were the 
head of Anubis “. I did not, however, recede ; 


® Theſe three men gave riſe to Orpheus's fable of the dog 
with three heads. 
i and 
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and one of them ſaid to me, * You are ſtill free 
to return: bur after this, you will never go out, 
except by the road that lies before you, and that 
without either going back or turning your 
head.” Perceiving that I was till reſolved to 
go forward, they ſuffered me to paſs; and here 
Bocchoris, as I was afterwards informed, finally 
quitted me. As I advanced, I perceived, at 
the extremity of the road, a very white and vivid 
fame ; and haſtening onward, I entered a vaulted 
chamber, one hundred feet high and as many 
broad. On either ſide were flaming trees or 
poſts ſet upright, © round which branches of 
Arabian balm were entwined, together with 
Egyptian thorn and tamarind. The ſmoke was 
carried off by long pipes, while the flames 
ſeemed to fill the room, ſo as to reſemble a 
burning furnace. On the floor, between the 
two rows of flames, was a red-hot iron grating, in 
the form of a lozenge, with ſpaces juſt wide 
enough to ſet the foot, and I perceived that! 
could not go forward without croſſing it, which 
I did with as much care and dexterity as 
poſſible *. 

Having paſſed this trial, I came to a canal 
fifty feet wide, extending on both ſides of the 


* The majority of the trials ſpoken of in hiſtory were na. 
other than theſe, 
ſubter- 


. 
* . 
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ſubterraneous chamber, and running acroſs iron 
bars. This canal, which proceeded from the Nile, 
made a very loud roar, which I confounded 
with that of the flames, by whoſe light I per- 
ceived, beyond the canal, an arcade, within which 
were ſteps; and of theſe the uppermoſt were 
loſt in obſcurity. This I conceived to be the 
door that would bring me to open day-light, eſ- 
pecially as I perceived two- iron baluſtrades 
riſing from under the water to the right and left. 
Fearing the flaming room might preſently ceaſe 
to enlighten me, I again lighted my lamp, which 
the rare faction of the air had there extinguiſhed. 
I then threw off my clothes, which I tied upon 
my head with my girdle, and ſwam acroſs the 
canal with my lamp in my hand. I dreſſed my- 
ſelf as ſpeedily as poſſible, aſcended the ſteps of 
the arcade, and came to a platform fix feet long 
by three wide. The floor was moveable; and 
the ſide-fences, which were of braſs, ſerved as 
frames to the axles of two large wheels of the 
ſame metal, the lower half of which was hidden 
by the fences, and the upper loaded with heavy 
chains. In the roof above the platform, which 
was fifteen feet high, I ſaw three large dark ca- 
vities, and before me a door covered with the 
whiteſt ivory, This I frequently endeavoured to 
open, but in vain. At length I perceived two great 


rings 
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rings of ſteel, which ſhone like diamonds, in 
the lintel of the door. Of theſe I took hold, to 
try whether by that means the door would open.. 
This was the laſt and moſt terrific of my 
trials; for, the moment the rings were moved, the 
wheels went round with a dreadful thundering 
| noiſe, the floor roſe up by the door, and I had 
no alternative but to hang by the rings or imme- 
diately. to return. I did not heſitate, however; 
for I remembered my inſtructions not to go 
back, and therefore graſped the rings. But the 
lintel of the door alſo roſe, and my lamp, which 
ſtood on the floor, ſlid away and went our. 
Thus was I deſtitute of light, hanging to a couple 


of rings, which I graſped very hard, in the midſt 


of adreadful noiſe. In this ſituation I confeſs I 
did not feel very much at my eaſe. Abave the 
door was a large wheel, to which were attached 
a tackling of ropes and pullics to ſupport the 
door, that it might not ſuddenly fall, The re- 
 volution of this wheel, which was furniſhed with 
flaps of iron plate, cauſed a violent agitation in 
the air. In the meanwhile I perceived I was de- 
ſcending ; and when the door had returned to its 
original ſituation, it opened, and diſcovered a 
capacious cave, very ſtrongly illuminated with an 
immenſe quantity of lamps, ; 
vol. 11. 8 Here 
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Here I arrived at ſunriſe, and ſaw the god 
Apis through the gratings of his ſtable. I was 
much ſurpriſed to perceive that T had come out 
from under the pedeſtal of the triple ſtatue of 
Oſiris, Iſis, and Orus, and was received by the 
2 ſtandipg in two rows behind wy ſanc- 
tuary. 

At thĩs ſi ght | beg to breache # and tha kigh- | 
prieft embraced me, and congratulated me on 
my courage and ſucceſs. He then preſented mea 
cup of water from the canal I had juſt traverſed, 
ſaying, „This water is from the river Lethe, 
and will enable you to forget all the falſe maxims 
of the world.” He then directed me to proſtrate 
myſelf before the triple ſtatue, and pronounced 
theſe words over me: O Ifis! thou great di- 
vinity of the Egyptians! O grant thy ſpirit to 
him who has ſurmounted ſo many difficulties and 
dangers ! Render him victorious alſo in the 
trials of the mind, that his merit may procure 
him admiſſion to thy myſteries!” All the 
prieſts having repeated the firſt words of this 
prayer, I was directed to rife, when the high- 
prieſt gave me a compound liquor, telling me 
it was a draught of mnemoſyne, or memory, that 
I might retain the leſſons of wiſdom, I ſhould 
{ſoon receive. I was then conducted into an 
SY*IA "EA apartment, 
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apartment, where I found every thing 1 had 
need of; as I was not to quit theſe holy abodes 
till after my initiation. - 

I have fince learnt, that if, after paſſing 
through the little door, the candidate be fright- 
ened, and return, the three men, who are of- 
ficers of the ſecond order, ſeize him, and carry 
him to the ſubterraneous temples, whence he is 
never ſuffered to depart, leſt he ſhould reveal the 
nature of theſe trials. 

Ala the ſame; manner are thoſe treated whe 
ſtop at the canal. Should they be in any danger, 
or taken ill, the officers give them aſſiſtance 
but they are equally confined for life. Their 
impriſonment, however, is by no means rigid. 
With their own conſent they are made officers of . 
the ſecond rank in theſe ſubterraneous temples, 
and they are allowed to marry the daughters of 
their fellow-officers*, But they are obliged to 
write to their relations, that having attempred a 


The other officers of the ſecond rank, who are children 
of the former, have the liberty, not indeed to change theit 
condition, (for that no Egyptian is allowed to do,) but to 
ſerve, in their turn, in the upper temples, and even toſpealc 
to any one, like the prieſts, becauſe they are bound to ſe- 
crecy by an oath; whereas thoſe are thought unworthy to 
take it, who, having ſunk under their trials, have broken 
their * to themſelves. 


R 2 raſk 
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raſh action, the juſt and merciful gods retain 
them in perpetual but happy impriſonment. 
« Fear and love theſe gods! From this time 
they are conſidered as dead to the world, and 
never again ſpeak with the profane. With re- 
gard to the laſt of theſe trials, it impreſſed my 
mind with a lively idea of death itſelf, ſuch was 
the dreadful craſh of the wheels in the midſt of 
this impenetrable darkneſs ; while the noiſe was 
a ſignal to the prieſts who were waiting for the 
candidate in the ſanctuary. On hearing it, they 
covered all the apertures; and the people, if there 
were any in the temple, imagined it was the 
thunder of the gods, to announce their imme- 
diate preſence. It was at this laſt trial, the 
courage of Orpheus failed: yet he was per- 
mitted to be initiated, in conſideration of his 
great youth and the charms of his Iyre.” 

« We requeſted Eudoxus to relate to us this 
part of the hiſtory of that extraordinary man, ſo 
celebrated on account of his love and of his 
talents, which embraced poetry, muſic, and 
philoſophy. * Let him reſt a little, ſaid Arif- 
tippus, for he muſt have need of repoſe. In 
the meanwhile we will vary our amufements by 
ſupper ; after which he will oblige us by re- 
ſuming his narration,” Supper being ſerved 


| "ky, 
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up, we drank, and laughed, and fide: and 
Ariſtippus, though on his death-bed, ſeemed 
rather to be preparing for his nuptials. When 
our repaſt was ended, we fat round Eudoxus to 
liſten to his ſtory. 
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PO CAP. TAY 
Lafthenia's letter continued. — Hiſtory of Orpheus, 


= celebrated Grecian, ſaid Eudoxus, 
© who paſſed for a ſon of Apollo, becauſe 
he had received the brilliant gifts of poetry and 
muſic, had in Theſſaly married the beautiful 
Eurydice, who was till more celebrated on ac- 
count of her love for her huſband than of her ex- 
traordinary charms. Some time after the mar- 
riage, Orpheus, who eagerly thirſted after know- 
ledge, hearing the profound ſcience and exten- 
ſive learning of the Egyptian prieſts, and their 
aſtoniſhing myſteries daily celebrated, conceived 
a wiſh to go thither and be initiated, with the 
perſuaſion he ſhould thereby enrich his poetry 
| with new ideas of morality and virtue. This 
; idea he imparted to his wife, who inſtantly re- 
ſolved to accompany him. They diſembarked 
at Canopus, and thence came by a canal to 
Memphis : but it being then the duſk of the 
evening, they ſtopped at a tavern without the 
city. On the road, Eurydice felt a trifling 
puncture in her heel, to which, however, ſhe 
paid 
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paid no attention whatever: but ſhe had ſcarcely 
entered her apartment when ſhe fell into a very 
heavy drowſineſs, and told her huſband ſhe. 
wanted to repoſe. An hour afterwards he was 
informed ſhe was aſleep, and breathed very 
hard, He found her face ſwelled, her ſkin 
livid; and though he endeavoured to awaken 
her, ſhe continued apparently inſenſible. Being 
now alarmed, he eagerly and loudly called his 
hoſt, who no ſooner beheld her than he immedi- 
ately ſaid to Orpheus, „ Your wife has been 
ſtung by a venomous animal, and there 1s no 
poſſibility of curing her. You ought to have 
been informed that you ſhould not walk in Egypt 
without being provided with a certain , balm, 
which is an infallible ſpecific for it : but a delay 
of only a few minutes renders the evil irremedi- 
able.” —< Alas!“ cried Orpheus, « ] had the 
balm, but my unfortunate Eurydice did not tell 
me of the wound.” She died very ſoon after, 
and was removed, without ceremony, to the 
tomb of the ſtrangers, becauſe, Orpheus as yet 
was totally unknown. This tomb was the cata- 
comb of the mummies, ſituated a little way out 
of Memphis. At the entrance is the lake Ache - 
ruſia, on whoſe banks judgment is paſſed on the 
deceaſed Egyptians: but ſtrangers are neither 


ee nor embalmed. Orpheus, however, 
1 R 4 Who 
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who went every day to the catacombs to bewail 
his beloved Eurydice, heard ſome of the Egyptians 
ſay, there was a ſubterraneous communication 
between theſe caverns and the pyramids, where 
the ſouls of the dead roamed about; and that 
thoſe who had had the courage to penetrate into 
it had heard the voices and the ſongs of the 
bleſſed ſhades. On hearing this, Orpheus in- 
dulged the ſweet and ſoothing, though illuſory 
hope, of again beholding his loſt Eurydice, 
and perhaps of bringing her back to the realms 
of day. He therefore took a lamp and his lyre, 
'which had long lain dormant and forgotten, and 
at night entered theſe dark and ſubterraneous 
vaults, which now re-echoed with the beloved 
name of his Eurydice, After an alarming in- 
tricacy of innumerable turnings and windings, he 
came to the well, and deſcending the ſteps, heard 
melodious muſic through the iron grating, and 
fancied that among the female voices he diſtin- 
guiſhed that of his Eurydice. He then read 
the inſcription, and diſcovered that he was 
in the road of that initiation which was the 
ultimate object of his expedition, and which he 
conceived would bring him to the abodes of the 
ble ſſed. Thus animated at once by love and the 
deſire of knowledge, he paſſed courageouſly 
through the trials of fire and water: but on 

coming 
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coming to that of the moveable platform, ac- 
companied with the noiſe of the wheels and the 
agitation of the floor itſelf, in lieu of graſping 
the rings, he drew back, and was thrown, in 
ſpite of his exertions, on the ſteps of the arcade. 
He immediately perceived his error; and 
therefore, as ſoon as he ſaw the door of the pe- 
deſtal open, took his lyre, and, being reſolved on 
death, advanced towards the ſanctuary, ſinging 
ſome verſes in which the names of the gods and 
of Eurydice were frequently repeated; and at 
the ſame time accompanied himſelf with his 
lyre ſo melodiouſly and ſo tenderly, that he 
charmed all the prieſts, by whom he was now 
ſurrounded. As ſoon as he ceaſed ſinging, he 
threw himſelf on his knees to await his ſentence: 
but the high-prieſt raiſed him up, and faid, 
© You can be no other than the celebrated Or- 
pheus! We perceive by your ſongs, and the 
ſublimity of your harmony, that you love and 
honour the gods, and that they are auſpicious to 
you. The goddeſs Iſis pardons, in conſidera- 
tion of your piety, your weakneſs at the laſt of 
the trials: but in reparation of your error, ſhe 
commands you to tranſplant her worſhip into 
Greece.” Orpheus made no other anſwer than 
by tears of gratitude and} Joy ; and the high-prieſt 

admitted 
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coming to that of the moveable platform, ac- 
companied with the noiſe of the wheels and the 
agitation of the floor itſelf, in lieu of graſping 
the rings, he drew back, and was thrown, in 
ſpite of his exertions, on the ſteps of the arcade. 
He immediately perceived © his error; and 
therefore, as ſoon as he ſaw the door of the pe- 
deſtal open, took his lyre, and, being reſolved on 
death, advanced towards the ſanctuary, ſinging 
ſome verſes in which the names of the gods and 
of Eurydice were frequently repeated; and at 
the ſame time accompanied himſelf with his 
lyre ſo melodiouſly and ſo tenderly, that he 
charmed all the prieſts, by whom he was now 
ſurrounded. As ſoon as he ceaſed ſinging, he 
threw himſelf on his knees to await his ſentence: 
but the high-prieſt raiſed him up, and ſaid, 
© You can be no other than the celebrated Or- 
pheus! We perceive by your ſongs, and the 
ſublimity of your harmony, that you love and 
honour the gods, and that they are auſpicious to 
you. The goddeſs Iſis pardons, in conſidera- 
tion of your piety, your weakneſs at the laſt of 
the trials : but in reparation of your error, ſhe 
commands you to tranſplant her worſhip into 
Greece.” Orpheus made no other anſwer than 
by tears of gratitude and joy; and the high- prieſt 
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admitted him into the number of the int 
tiated . 

It is ſaid the tomb of this ee of = 
Mus, who has taught mankind the cere- 
monies of religion, is in Thrace ; and that the 
 nightingales, who build in the branches that 
ſurround it, ſing with ee melody and 


ſweetneſs.” 
c Perceiving that 8 was ien to 


repoſe, we now ſilently withdrew, and deferred, 
till the next day, the remainder Lag the err 


the initiation,” ö | t 


» Orpheus, in fact, inſtituted the myſteries of Ceres at 
Eleuſis, whence they were called the Eleuſinian myſteries, in 
imitation of thoſe of Iſis; dividing them into the greater and 
leſſer, as thoſe of Egypt were diſtinguiſhed into the greater 

and leſſer initiations; the former being limited to the 
natives, and the latter extending-to foreigners. In each of 
theſe countries the initiated were bound by an oath ; for the 
moſt trifling violation of which they anſwered with their lives; 
being tried and judged, if taken ; and if not, by every other 
poſſible means, whereſoever they might be. In that caſe the 
part revealed was immediately altered. Nothing was eſteem- 
ed ſo ſacred or ſo important, throughout Greece, as theſe 
myſteries ; and not only Atticus, but Auguſtus himſelf was 


of the number of the initiated, 
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CHAP. LXIX. 


22 s letter bessa —FHiſtory f the initi- 
ation concluded. HAY 


ba in ſoon as I. "+ entered the chambarpf 
my friend, together with his phyſician, 
© Hearken,” ſaid Ariſtippus, to my laſt wiſhes, 
I would have my funeral obſequies accompanied, 
not with hymns of the country, but with con- 
vivial ſcholia; for my country is every oil, 
where men are to be found. I would not have 
my body expoſed before the door of the houſe, 
that every paſſenger may come thither to look 
at me; and I requeft, my dear Laſthenia, to 
wear a white dreſs, in lieu of the black generally 
adopted ; for death ought rather to be rendered 
as cheerful as poſſible, than to receive every ſu- 
perfluous addition of extraneous gloom, It 
would be uſeleſs to employ pſychagogues to call 
aloud upon my ſhade to come to the habitation 
prepared for it, for I certainly will not attend 
their evocation.“ At this moment an old fe. 
male ſlave ſneezed towards her left, which is an 
unfavourable omen, © T Betts! ſaid he, is che 
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ſybil who announces my approaching death. 
Crown her with flowers!” And now ſeeing his 
two philoſophic friends come in, he ſaid, Burn 
perfumes, and make libations to Hecate, that I 
may have an auſpicious journey.” 
Aſter theſe ceremonies, Eudoxus reſumed 
his narration. © I was ſuffered to repoſe during 
four-and-twenty hours, but with a ſtrict pro- 
hibition to quit my apartment; and the next day 
the prieſts came to inform me l was about to 
commence a faſt of eighty-one days, during 
which period I was only to drink water. The two 
firſt months I had as much bread as I choſe, and 
fruit both freſh and dried in the fun. During 
the twelve following days I had the fame quan- 
tity of bread, but only three ounces of fruit; 
and the nine laſt I faſted very rigorouſly, 
eighteen ounces of bread being all the nouriſh- 
ment allowed me. During the ſeventy- two firſt 
days J ate alone, and at whatever hours I pleaſed. 
I only ſlept fix hours, and that on a bed without 
any covering : but at noon I was allowed to 
ſleep one hour fitting. Thus much for the purifi- 
cation of the body, which is the firſt of the three 
parts of the initiation ; the two others being the 
purification of the ſoul and the manifeſtation. 
© The purification of the ſoul conſiſts in inſtruc- 


tion and invocation, and the ler is performed 
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by attending the ſacrifices an hour every morning 
and evening: but the candidate is placed ſo as 
neither to ſee nor be ſeen. In the inſtruction, 
they ſpoke principally of the duties of my con- 
dition; and I attended two conferences every 
day. In that of the morning, a prieſt explained 
to me, during an hour, the idea of the unity of 
the Deity, who had conceived the world by his 
intelligence before he formed it by his volition : 
adding, that to conform to the weakneſs of man- 
kind, they are permitted to adore him in his attri- , 
butes and works; as, for inſtance, in the ſun, in 
the planets, in great men, ſuch as Oſiris, Jupiter, 
and Mercury; and in terreſtrial productions, 
ſuch as animals and plants. They talked of the 
inferior orders of divinities employed by the 
Supreme in the government of the world, and 
of Typhon and the evil genii, who are con- 
ſtantly endeavouring to diſturb the order of Na- 
ture. The conference at night continued an hour 
and a half, and the ſubject was morality. The 
candidate has liberty, during forty-two days, 
to enter the ſtudies of the prieſts, which are ap- 
propriated to ſacred inſtruction; for the whole 
college devote their attention individually to 
each candidate, and employ their minds on his 
character and manners. Their wives, who en- 
joy the honorary title of prieſteſſes, though un» 

accompanied 


* 
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accompanied by any ſacerdotal functions, inhabie 
the ſame edifice. They may enter their huſ- 
band's apartments, but not their ſtudies, nor the 
public and common apartments, except the cor- 
ridors, which merely ſerve. as paſſages. The 
candidate is forbidden to ſpeak to them, or even 
to give them the ſlighteſt ſalutation. This rule 
appeared ſo much the more painful a privation, 
as theſe prieſteſſes, who are in general extremely 
beautiful, never failed to ſalute me moſt re- 
ſpectfully as they paſſed, which I was not per- 
mitted to return by the moſt trifling ſign. By 
this we are to learn to defy the charms of the fair 
ſex, and voluntarily to deprive ourſelves even of 
what is lawful, whenever our duty requires. 
On the evening of the forty- ſecond day I 
was informed that for the next eighteen I was 
about to enter on the moſt profound filence 
that the uſe of any ſign whatever, to communi- 
cate my thoughts, was prohibited, except in caſe 
of ſickneſs, which I might ſignify by laying my 
hand on my heart. In that caſe the candidate is 
treated with the greateſt care by thoſe prieſts 
who are phyſicians : but after his cure, he muſt 
recommence the purification at whatever period 
of the three months he has fallen ill. I was fur- 
niſhed, however, with books and tablets, to- 
gether with a ſtyle, that I might write what- 
N | ever 
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ever I pleaſed, In the meanwhile my other ex- 
erciſes continued the ſame : but I was obliged to 
attend my two conferences without being called; 
and their only care was to wake me in the morn- 
ing and after dinner. The gardens were always 

open to me, but I was not allowed to notice any | 
one, either man or woman, and every one ated 
in the ſame manner towards me, The prieſt 
who announced to me this ſilence of eighteen 
days told me it would be enforced with the ut- 
moſt rigor ; that hitherto a few trifling errors 
had been forgiven ; but that the leaſt violation 
of the rules now preſcribed would coſt me my 
liberty for the remainder of my life. The next 
morning, as ſoon as I aroſe, three prieſts entered 
with auſtere countenances. They reproved me 


for the little faults I had committed ſince the 


commencement of my preparation ; and among 
others, that I had ſaluted a woman with a motion 
of my head, which was a fac. They alſo 
mentioned various actions of my paſt life, which 
at firſt aſtoniſhed me; although my ſurpriſe 
was afterwards removed, and their knowledge of 
them accounted for“. Towards the evening of 
As people from every part applied to the college of 
prieſts for oracles and predictions, they made or cauſed to be 
made, by their officers of the ſecond order, numerous in- 
uiries of what was paſſing in che world, eſpecially relative to 
Ne hiſtory and tranſaRions of every perſon of eminence, 
; the 
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the laſt day the three prieſts tame to me with a 
ſerene countenance, and one of them told me I 
was about to be admitted into a body which had 
been formed by merit alone, and would hold the 
firſt rank in the eſteem of mankind ; that al- 
though initiation was but a participation of the 
prieſthood, the prieſts were only ſuch by birth ; 
whereas the initiated attained their rank by. a 
merit which had undergone the moſt rigorous 
trials. He added, that the next day they 
would reſtore me the uſe of my ſpeech, and 
that they gave me twelve days to recollect, either 
in writing or by memory, what I had learnt in 
my conferences and lectures; that by being 
initiated, I was a regenerated man ; that the 
hours and the length of my prayers would be re- 
ulated according to my piety and my choice; 
and that in future I might converſe with the 
prieſts, and ute their wives, provided I did not 
ſpeak, 

The next day after theſe twelve were ex- 
pired, the high-prieſt, accompanied by ſeveral 
others, came into my room. My ſon,” faid 
he, Lou muſt anſwer the three following queſ- 
tions in the courſe of nine days, till which time 
both books and converſation are prohibited. 
Of the gods alone you muſt aſk for the neceſſary 
Muminations. During that time you will ſleep 

in 
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inthe ſanctuary, behind the ſtatues of en 
divinities, that the goddeſs Iſis may inſtruct you 
in your dreams; and every day, before the gates 
are opened, a ſacrifice will be made to her, to 
ſupplicate her to fill your foul with wiſdom. Tou 
may alſo go and meditate on your anſwers in the 
garden; and to enliven your ſolitude, you will 
eat twice a day with us; but you muſt praſerve 
ſilence, and adopt the diet preſcribed, which 


8 


is nine ounces of bread and a little water. The 


high prieſt then aſked me three queſtions, which: 
L have anſwered elſewhere, and which will be 
found in my laſt work. When I went to 
the temple, I perceived that a ſolemn and per- 
fe& ſilence prevailed throughout the houſe, 
which continued nine days. The prieſts and 
prieſteſſes never ſpoke in my preſence, and even 
when at a diſtance, only whiſpered in each 
other's ears. Before that time, they walked and 
converſed together in the garden; but during 
theſe nine days, I only ſaw there the. prieſts ap- 
pointed by turns to guard the bull Apis; who. 
was feeding in an incloſure in the middle. As 
the citizens were only received in outer halls, 
no one knew there was a candidate in the tem- 
ple, which was kept an inviolable ſecret. At 
the hour of dinner, I was ſurpriſed. to obſerve, 
that the prieſts ſubmitted to the ſame abſtinence 
as was preſcribed to me. At length came the 
VOL, 11. 8 twelve 
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much a taſk as the reward of all the privations 


are opened to the candidate; and he travels as 


twelve days of the manifeſtation, or third and 
laſt part of the initiation. This was not ſo 


that preceded. I now broke my faſt, and wine 
and ſucculent meats were brought me; but as 
I had been deprived of theſe luxuries during 
three months, the ſacerdotal phyſicians preſided 
at my meals, and regulated my diet. | 

_ © By the manifeſtation, the ſubterraneous abodes 


it were in a new world. 

© At day-break, on the firſt of theſe twelve 
days, I was conducted to the triple ſtatue, | be- 
fore which I knelt down, while the high prieſt 
conſecrated me in the name of wiſdom to Iſis; 
to Oſiris, the benefactor of mankind; and to 
Orus, the god of ſecrecy and ſilence: I then 
ſwore never to reveal to any of the profane 
what I ſhould ſee in theſe ſubterraneous temples; 
agreeing, ſhould J violate the ſecret, to ſubmit 
to the vengeance of all the deities of heaven, 
of earth, and of hell ; and delaring myſelf in that 
caſe guilty of death. Having taken this oath, the 
ſubterraneous regions, compriſing an extent of 
four thouſand : ſquare paces, * were opened to 
me; and according to cuſtom, the laſt of the 


initiated Egyptians then in the houſe, was 


aſſigned me as a guide. At the entrance I 
heard 
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heard the cries and ſcreams of children “, whom 
I found to be thoſe of the prieſts, their mockers 
being delivered of them in this place. For 
uſing this dark retreat they had two motives; 
that the children might be accuſtomed: to that 
obſcurity in which they were to paſs their lives; 
and that no noiſe might diſturb the ſtudies 
and contemplations of the prieſts. My guide 
only permitted me to view this abode from the 
entrance; and that for a ſingle moment. 

The officers of the ſecond order, together 
with their wives, form a numerous eſtabliſh-. 
ment of inferior aſſiſtants to attend on the religi- 
ous ceremonies ; of domeſtics to wait upon their 
ſuperiors or the Prieſteſſes ; and of labourers. of 
all claſſes, to perform various kinds of work in 
the houſe and temple, no ſtranger being ad 
mitted. The prieſteſſes are diſtinguiſhed from 
other women, by a tunic of the ſame colour as 
that of their huſbands. All the mechanic arts 
carried on in theſe regions, abound in intereſt- 
ing curioſities, . and they had lately contrived 
from under this vaulted obſcurity, certain aper- 
tures into the courts and gardens of the ſacer- 
dotal houſes; but theſe were for the admiſſion 
of air, and not of light; 5 and as I could not ex- 


Orpheus imagined | theſe cries proceeded from children, 
who died at the breaſt, and inhabited the veſtibule of hell, 
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plore this vaſt region in a ſingle day, I aſtended 
by theſe apertures into the upper houſes. On 
the fourth day I arrived at the field of tears, 
which compriſes nine acres in length, and three 
in breadth ; here the officers of the ſecond rank 
are puniſhed for their errors and neglects, after 
having been tried by three prieſts. Some were 
condemned to roll a cylinder of ſtone of various 

ſixes up a hill; on the other fide of which it de- 
ſcended, and thus they were conſtantly obliged 
to reiterate their labour. Women there were 
who drew water from a deep well, and poured 
it into the channel of a running ſtream *®. Both 
ſexes were naked to the middle ; and when they 
had committed any ſcandalous crime, or ſuch 
as would diſturb the order and tranquillity of 
the houſe, they were condemned to paſs many 
years in theſe ſubterraneous caverns in perfect 
filence. I ſaw there prieſts and prieſteſſes cloath- 
ed in black, and deprived of their facerdotal 
tunic. They concealed their faces as they 
walked, and each of them occupied' a cell, 
where they had no reſources but books, which 
they were freely allowed. If any of them vio- 
lated the ſecret, whether prieſts or others, their 
breaſts were to be opened, and their hearts torn 


FTheſe were the origins of the rock of Siſyphius and the 
Tun of the Danaids, - 
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„ birds of 


prey; but whole ages paſs away withour way | 


example of this cruel puniſhment. 

As I ſtill advanced, I arrived in an enchantel 
ſcene called Elyſium, which was a garden above 
two miles long and eight hundred paces wide. 
It is approached by eight great parallel avenues, 
adorned on either fide with large pots of flowers 
and odoriferous ſhrubs. The prieſts have 
embelliſhed it with every thing the moſt 
poetical imagination can invent; and as it is 
one hundred and forty feet below the ſurface of 
the earth, the ſun weakened as it were by the 
diſtance, and by the ſhade of the trees, with 
which the garden is crowded, ' ſpreads a ſoft 
light, reſembling that of a fine nocturnal ſcene, 
when the moon is at the full: that light ſo dear 
to the heart of ſenſibility, and fo propitious to 
every tender reverie. In the bottom, the form 
of which is elliptical, is an immenſe ſheet of 
water, ſeeming in the diſtance to proceed from 
the clouds, and meandering through very capa- 


cious canals, till it runs off into wells. Beſides 


this, a number of ſecret pipes ſupply an infinity 
of beautiful fountains. The whole plot is laid 
out in charming walks, graves, and laby- 
rinths decorated with ftatues and groups, in 


marble; bronze, and porphyry, by the "beſt 


83 | maſters, 
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maſters. The flower beds are formed by long 
caiſſoons of earth, ſunk down even with the 
ground, and adorned with the moſt beautiful 
flowers, myrtles, laurels, and orange-trees. In 
the middle of the garden, a large ſpace is left 
uncultivated, ſerving as an arena or circus; 
where the children of both ſexes belonging to 
the temple are exerciſed, Hence they acquire 
that grace and agility for which they are diſtin- 
guiſhed in the performance of religious ceremo- 
nies; and although gravity, modeſty, and re- 
ferve, are the peculiar duties of prieſts and 
prieſteſſes; yet they excel the reſt of the world in 
the eaſe and elegance of their manners. The prieſts 
contriye a kind of theatrical ſcene for replying 
to thoſe who conſult them, relatiye to ſecrets 
and future events. On theſe occaſions, the in- 
quirer is often made to wait whole months for 
his anſwer ; during which interval, the prieſts 
endeavour to learn, both from himſelf and by 
other channels, all his concerns, eſpecially thoſe 
relative to the object of the inquiry.  Here- | 
upon they prepare an anſwer in verſe, and ar- 
range the ſcenery and decorations that are to ac- 
company its delivery. They then receive the 
inquirer in ſecret chambers, where he is fed 
: . ſeveral days op. light food and delicious li- 
IG - quors, 


eg 
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quers, containing _ narcotic ingredients; he is 
alſo admitted into the temple, to be preſent at a 
number of ceremonies which are performed in 
ſecret. Aſter this he is placed between a prieſt 
and a woman in an open car, of which the 
wheels are concealed; and frequently a woman 
is aſſigned him as counſellor and companion. 
The car being gently puſhed behind, runs down 
the gentle declivity of the walks, leading to 
Elyſium; and the officers of the ſecond-rank, 
who are afterwards. relieved. by others, continue 
to puſh it with equal velocity as far as Elyſium 
itſelf; at the entrance of which, the inquirer 
deſcends from the car. Then the prieſt and 
prieſteſs, without permitting him to quit their 
preſence, ſhew him the ſhades of the happy 
walking in Elyſium; while their diſtance, and the 
faintneſs of the light prevent theſe ſhades from 
being diſtinctly ſeen, On quitting theſe ſcenes the 
inquirer is conducted to the temple of divina- 
tion. At the entrance of this temple is a ſuperb 
flight of ſteps, through which he perceives as it 
were, in a large ſubterraneous cavern, the flames 
of a canal of ſulphureous and ſpirituous water; 
which, though the canal is very narrow, has the 
effect of a river of fire“. Acroſs theſe flames 
4 3 Hence it was that Orpheus took the idea of the Phlege- 
on. | 
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are ſeen on che further ſide men and women 
apparently naked, and laſhed by the Eumenides, 
while the vaulted roofs re- echo with the ſound 
of blows that are totally harmleſs. Theſe ob- 
Jets are pointed out to the inquirer, who 
is told of the crimes of the damned; after 
which he is brought before the theatre, where 
the prieſt and prieſteſs ſeat themſelves beſide 
him, while choruſes are performed to the fineft 
Muſic, and theatrical ſcenes repreſented, _ 


Near Elyſium is the pantheon, the entrance 


to which, conſiſts of ſeveral very deep arcades. 


This capacious temple is but thirty feet high by | 


forty wide. It is however of a very extraor- 


dinary length, and were it ſmaller, would be 


very ill calculated for the reception of the gods 
of Egypt in ſeparate chapels. Nor has even 
this temple a compartment allotted to each 


Aivinity, for the Egyptians worſhip at Jeaft thirty 


thouſand gods. The ſanctuary is conſecrated to 
This, who is the mother of Nature, or rather Na- 


ture herſelf. Each of theſe gods and demi-gods, if 


Rands with his face towards the entrance of the 
temple; the lower part of which is reſerved for the 
malevolent gods or evil genii. Typhon ſtands 
vprighe againſt a wall, the height of which he 
equals, and his arms reach to the extremity of 
thoſe 
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thoſe to the right and left ; but his figure is hu- 
man only as far as his navel ; for his legs and 
thighs are two enormous dragons. Flames pro- 
ceed from his eyes and mouth, and he is ſus- 
rounded by twenty chapels, appropriated to 
evil genii, whoſe faces are turned towards the 
benevolent deities, to ſhow the oppoſition of 
their natures. The walls and rooſꝭ of the tem- 
ple are full of hicroglyphics expreſſive of the 
hiſtory and worſhip of the gods. Here every 
night from ten till two o'clock, various ſacrifices _ 


and ceremonies are performed, at which, during | 


the three laſt days of manifeſtation, all the ſub- 
terraneous inhabitants, even the priſoners of the 
field of tears, moſt of the initiated, and the can- 
didate himſelf, attend. As theſe nocturnal cere- 
monies begin before the expiration of the na- 
tural day, the prieſts firſt addreſs the gods who 
preſide over the day, moſt of whom have ſacri- 
fices peculiar to themſelves, and particular kinds 
of wood for burning them, which are ignited 
either by the ſun's rays from a parobolic mirror, 
by the ſparks of flint and ſteel, or by lamps, ac- 
cording to the rank and dignity of each divinity. 

© The ſacrificers of ſome of theſe gods are prieſts, 
while others are ſerved by prieſteſſes. At mid- 
night the ſacrificer of the day comes forth fronithe 
lower temple, followed by two files of prieſts, who, 


advance 
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advance towards the ſtatue. of Iſis. They are 
accompanied with a grand chorus of muſic, con- 
ſiſting of prieſts, prieſteſſes, and young people 
of both ſexes, from nine years old upwards. 
When the ſacrificer comes to the ſtatue, the 
two files of prieſts open to let the victim paſs, 
which is brought forward by eighteen of the 
the prieſts* daughters, who walk naked two by 
two, each bearing a baſket of fruit and other 
preſents then in ſeaſon ; a ceremony which they 
continue to perform, from thirteen years of age 
till they are married. The baſkets are emptied 
by the ſacrificer on a large ſquare altar, the front 
of which bears the following inſcription: To'thee, 
"ths, "the only and the univerſal: god“. When 
theſe young virgins have withdrawn from the 
ſanctuary, the prieſts enter to perform the reſt 
of the ceremonies, which continue above two 
hours, always accompanied by muſic and ſing- 
ing. The rites themſelves vary according 
to the ſeaſon. The muſic paſſes from theſe 
ſubterraneous temples into thoſe above, and 
thence the beauty of the verſes, and the melo-— 
diouſneſs of the ſtrains ſpread them from mouth 


to o mouth . . 89 the e d t. * Fo 
: n * « On 


;i®:; -Tidi, una quæ es omnia, Dea, Ide! 1 45 
+ Theſe were the famous myſteries of Iſis, whoſe inviola- 


| 5 ſecrecy rendered them ſo reſpectable in the fine ages of 
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On the laſt day of my initiation, I ſtill ſiept 


in the ſubterraneous regions. In the meanwhile 
the prieſts were preparing for the magnificent pro- 
ceſſion which was to take place the next day; called 
the Great Iſiac pomp, or the triumph of the 
initiated candidate. Who 

On the preceding evening; fix, officers of "N 
ſecond order came on horſeback 1 in front of the 


royal palace, which is ſituated oppoſite t to the tem- 


ple, at the other extremity of the great ſquare, 
to announce with trumpets, that the next day a 
newly initiated candidate would, make his ap- 
pearance, and the ſame proclamation was made 
in all thoſe ſtreets where the proceſſion was to 
paſs. When the candidate is an Egyptian, this 
circumſtance is alſo declared; for if he is 
a foreigner, the proceſſion is leſs magnificent, 


being confined to going round the temple, and 


the proclamation is only made before that edi- 
fice. As many years often paſs without re- 
ceiving an initiated candidate, the people were 


the Egyptian hiſtory : and which afforded an example oe a 
pretext for the diſſolute manners that afterwards diſgraced 
the temples of Greece and Italy, It is an eſtabliſhed fact. 
however, that the prieſts and their aſſiſtants in the Pantheon, 


never introduced theſe abuſes into their worſhip. 
very 
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very eager fo ſee the ceremony: I ſhall not, how- 
ever, here deſcribe the proceſſion made on my ac- 
count, who am a foreigner; but that which I 
witneſſed a year afterwards for a native. 

© The whole of the laſt night of initiation was 
employed in decorating the infide of the temple 
with the moſt magnificent riches the ſacred re- 
poſitories contained, and the citizens of Mem- 
phis adorned the fronts of their houſes with their 
moſt precious hangings and other ornaments. 
After ſun-riſe, the tabernacle of Iſis was brought 
from the ſubterraneous regions, and expoſed to 
view in the middle of the ſanctuary. This was 
a large coffer covered with a veil of white ſilk 
ſpangled with hieroglyphics in gold, over 
which was a black gauze, expreſſive of the ſe- 
crecy that attends the myſteries of the goddeſs. 
Before the prieſts went away, they offered her a 
facrifice ; during which the prieſts' daughters, 
who never appear abroad but at the feaſts of 
Iſis, performed by turns a ſerious dance to in- 
ſtrumental muſic. After this the ſolemn pro- 
._ ceflion began, being led by the ſix officers who | 
had proclaimed the ceremony, and who from 
time to time ſounded their trumpets. Two files 
of guards of the ſame order accompanied the 
2 proceſſion 


m "GREECE AND/ 481. 469 
proceſſion on each ſide, throughout its whole 
extent. Of the four claſſes of prieſts, thoſerof 
mathematicians, phyficians, and lawyers, Went 
firſt, being preceded by their children, who'were 
in the ſame dreſſes as themſelves. The officiating 
prieſts wore a black robe over their tunic of fine 
linen, while thoſe of the three firſt claſſes were 
blue, violet, or red; a fold of them being uſed to 
cover their heads. Between the two files walked, 
one by one, the prieſts, called paſtophori, 
who in lieu of a robe wore a cloak of the colour 
of their claſs, carrying the ſacred books of 
Mercury whence they draw all their learning, 
After this part of the proceſſion came a prieſt 
of the firſt claſs in a black cloak, holding the 
celebrated Iſiac tablet which reſted on his breaſt; 
this was a plate of copper, borderedand interſected 
with narrow plates of ſilver, on which are en- 
graved the emblems of the myſteries of Iſis, under 
the form of women; ſome of whom havethe heads 
of various animals. This was followed by the 
prieſts' daughters, dreſſed in robes of the colour 
of their claſs over a tunic of fine linen; and 
above theſe they had a mantua each of a differ- 
ent colour, embroidered with gold, and adorned 
with gold taſſels fixed on their left ſhoulder with 
a precious ſtone. Their hair formed the chief 
| ornament 
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ornament of their heads, which were decorated 
with, feathers ;_ and they wore pendants to their 
cars pearl necklaces, and bracelets of great 
value. They formed four files, and walked in 
couples arm in arm. The directing prieſteſſes 
who were dreſſed in black, except their tunic, 
walked in the middle, and round this group of 
beautiful women, who were rarely ſeen abroad, 
the guards were doubled. Next came a very 
numerous band of muſicians, conſiſting of prieſts 
and their children, thus announcing the taberna- 
cle of Iſis, which was carried on the ſhoulders 
of eight prieſts, being immediately preceded by 
virgins of the ſecond order, cloathed in very fine 
white woollen dreſſes decorated with flowers, 
and performing light airy dances before it, 
to the muſic of the ſiſtra and crotala which 
they carried in their hands; other virgins 
of the fame order burned perfumes on either 
ſide, the ſmoak of which enveloped the taber- 
nacle in a cloud. The high prieſt followed, 


alone, cloathed in a purple robe, lined with 


ermine, overa white tunic; and his train was borne 
by two children of the ſecond order. His head was 
covered with a kind of mitre or turban, which 
he has the excluſive right to wear; and he alone 
carried the augurial wand, which-no other prieſt 

| can 
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can uſe in his preſence. Aſter him came prieſts 
of the firſt order, who interpret the ſacred writ- 
ings, the books of which were carried by the 
paſtophori. Two of them had a ſhaft upon 
their ſhoulder, with the augurial or divining” 
vaſe, on which were laid an aſtrolabe, a quadrant, ' 
and a compaſs. All the prieſts of this claſs wore 
a black robe over a white tunic, being followed 
by their children; after whom walked. the four 
priefts who ſuperintended their education. I 

The laſt part of the triumph of the initiated 
aſſumed a martial appearance. Behind the for- 
mer, and at a little diſtance, came three ban- 
ners flying to the ſound of ſiſtra and of drums; 
the firſt repreſenting the god Apis, the ſymbol 
of the kingdom of Memphis; the ſecond, that 
of Egypt or the ſphinx; and the third, that of 
the whole world, which is a ſerpent with his 
tail in his mouth; then followed the initiated of 
every nome or diſtrict, who are admitted, becauſe 
all the initiated throughout Egypt form but one 
body. They walked one by one in their uſual 
dreſs, which they never change; conſiſting of 
a linen veſt, which extends no lower than 
the knees, and over this the robe belonging 
to their dignity or their office. By their 
ſide, but out of the rank, walked the initiated 
foreigners, of which number I was one. 


c At 
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At length came the newly initiated candidate 
between the youngeſt of the prieſts on his right, 
and the oldeſt of the initiated on his left. He 
was cloathed for this day only in a white tunic, 
with a long train on the ground of the length of 
his body. He had a belt over his ſhoulder em- 
broidered with black, from which hung a ſword 
with a ſteel hilt; and as a girdle, a ſcarf of the 
colour of fire embroidered with gold; he had a 
erown of myrtle on his head, and held in his 
hand a large palm- branch as a ſymbol of peace. 
Laſtly, he wore a white veil extending to his 
breaſt, which, though ſufficient to prevent his 
features from being known, was tranſparent 
enough for him to ſee his way. He was followed 
by a triumphal car with four horſes abreaſt, where 
four virtues carried a triumphal crown over the 
ſeat which was unoccupied, while the diſcom- 
fired vices lay around the foot-board. This car 
reſembled that uſed in Egypt for triumphant 
generals after any great victory. But the int- 
tiated candidate never enters that which attends 
on him, to ſhew that he does not even aſpire to 
the honours his great actions may deſerve. He 
was received with acclamations; flowers were 
| - ſhowered down upon him; and he was con- 

tinually bathed with eſſences and precious per- 
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fumes, which were thrown from the windows 
of the houſes, or over the heads of the 
guards. | 
Having thus made a conſiderable - circuit 
through the city, he came before the royal pa- 
lace where the king was expecting him, ſur- 
rounded by his court, in a balcony decorated 
with the richeſt and moſt magnificent carpets. 
Here the initiated aſcended an alcove erected 
before the balcony, kneeled down on a cuſhion, 
made a low bow to the king, then riſing up, 
drew his ſword, as if to offer it to his prince; 
after which, deſcending from the alcove, he 
returned to the temple, ſtill holding his naked 
ſword in one hand, and in the other his 
palm-branch which he laid acroſs it. Having 
re-entered the temple he aſcended a kind of 
throne very highly elevated, accompanied by 
two officers of the ſecond order, who drew 
two large curtains before themſelves and the 
new member. Here they put on his uſual dreſs 
over his white veſt, while hymns were perform- 
ing; and after an interval of half an hour, the 
curtains being drawn aſide, exhibited the newly 
initiated candidate, who was received by the 
people with the loudeſt and moſt animated ap- 
plauſes.” 
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The account of the initiation being now con- 
cluded, Ariſtippus thanked Eudoxus for the 
pleaſure he had received, and requeſted him to 
return the next day and finiſh this intereſting 
hiſtory of the philoſopher Nicias. 
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CHAP. LXX. 


Laſtbenia's letter continued. — Death and judgment 
of Boccboris. | 


4e Wo Eudoxus and Anaximander return- 

2 ed, Ariſtippus being ſome what agitated, 
aſked for muſicians ; who preſently coming in, 
performed ſoft and tender airs, which having 
calmed his inquietudes, Eudoxus continued his 
narration. I will relate, ſaid he, the death of 
Bocchoris, which Nicias thus goes on to deſcribe; 
c My father-in-law, ſays he, died on the very day 
when it was proclaimed in Memphis, that the 
Nile had riſen to ſixteen cubits. Hence I could 
not participate in the public joy and feſtiyity on 
that occaſion, being obliged to ſubmit to the cuſ- 
toms of the country, and to cover my head and 
face with mud, My wife and myſelf girded our- 
ſelves round the waiſt, laid our boſoms bare, 
beat our breaſts, and, leaving the corpſe in the 
houſe,. ran about the city accompanied by. our 
relations, At our return we ſent the body to 
the embalmers *, and in conjunction with the 
| other 

It was the buſineſs of ſome of the embalmer's at- 


tendants to take out the brains of the deceaſed through his 
T 3 noſtrils, 


! 
! 
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other relations of the deceaſed, fixed the day 
for the funeral obſequies and judgment of. Boc- 
choris, that both they and their friends might be 
preſent. As funerals are never performed dur- 
ing the inundation, we waited till the Nile had 


returned to its bed, before we cauſed it to be 


proclaimed in the uſual form that Bocchoris was 
about to paſs the lake of his nome. The dead 
are conveyed over two lakes in their paſſage to 
the plains, where the kings have eſtabliſhed 


—— uk. 
— 
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noſtrils, with an iron | inſtrument made for that purpoſe, 


© while others opened his fide with a ſharp ſtone and removed 


the entrails ; after which, they filled up the void with vart- 
ous perfumes and odoriferous drugs. When this ſpecies of 
diſſection was finiſhed, thoſe who had been employed in that 
office took to flight, while the perſons preſent purſued them, 


and threw ſtones at them. 


Thoſe on the contrary, who embalmed the body, were 
treated honourably, Having filled it with cinnamon and all 
ſorts of aromatics, they ſome time after wrapped it round 
with fillets of very fine linen, which they glued together with 
a thin gum, and ſpread over the whole the moſt exquiſite 
perſumes. It is ſaid that by theſe means the whole eounte- 
nance, features, and even the hair of the eye-laſhes and 
brows were perfectly preſerved. 

The body being thus embalmed, the relations incloſed it 
in a kind of open caſe made to the ſize of the deceaſed, 
whom th=y placed upright, and leaning againſt the wall of 
their houſes or of the tombs, 

Mummies thus preſerved are ſtill diſcovered from time to 


time in Egypt. : 
| their 
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their mauſolea, and where the three famous py- 
ramids are ſituated; each being furniſhed with - 
a ſeparate temple and prieſts. As theſe ſcenes 
of ſilence are an inviolable aſylum, and every 
one who profanes them is puniſhed with death, 
moſt of the Egyptians are deſirous of having 
tombs there, and each family excavates à vault 
in the rock that is covered with ſand. The 
beauty of the plains beyond this vaſt deſert of 
ſand, the canals that water them, and their perpe- 
tually verdant ſhades ſuggeſted to the travellers 
of Greece the firſt idea of the Styx, of Lethe, 
and of the Elyſian fields. Beyond the lake is 
the temple of the dark and infernal Hecate; the 
gates of Cocytus and of Lethe, which are ſnut 
with bars of braſs, and near them à ſtatue of 
Truth and another of Juſtice without a head. 
When the appointed day arrived, we entered 
the boat called 4aris together with the corpſe, 
and gave the ferryman Charon an obolus for our 
paſſage . On the other fide we found the 
judges ſeated in a femi-circle, being forty- one 
in number. Theſe judges, whether ſitting in | 
judgment on a private individual, or on a de- 
ceaſed king, enjoy the higheſt reputation in re- 


From this cuſtom, the Greeks after the return of Or- 
pheus, invented the fable of Charon's boat, 
| T3 ſpect 
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ſpect to their probity. They can only be ſe- 
| lefted from among the initiated, and a new 
choice is made by the citizens for every occa- 
ſion. As judges, they wear over the white 
tunic, which is the dreſs of the prieſts or of 
the initiated, a red robe and a gold chain, 
ſupporting a ſapphire, on which is engraved” 
a figure of Truth. By law, every man is al- 
lowed to accuſe the deceaſed, and if the accuſer 
proves that his life has been blame- worthy, the 
Judges condemn him, and he is deprived: of 
burial : but if the charge is falſe and calumnious, 
the accuſer 1s ſeverely puniſhed. No one, how- 
ever, offering to attack the reputation of my 
father-in law, I pronounced his panegyric. Of 
his birth I took no notice, for all the Egyptians 
eſteem themſclves noble; but I expatiated on 
his education, and the knowledge and mental en- 
dowments he had been accumulating from his in- 
fancy. I commemorated his piety, his juſtice, his 
_ temperance, and all his other virtues ; and con- 
_ cluded by praying to the infernal gods to admit 
him to the abodes of the happy. Having ended 
this oration, the judges ordered that Bocchoris 
ſhould be buried. We therefore delivered the 
body to the embalmers, but having no tomb, 
ordered a chamber. to be conſtructed in the. 

| houſe, 
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houſe, where we placed his coffin upright againſt 
the moſt ſolid part of the wall.” Here ſaid 
Eudoxus ends the manuſcript of Nicias.“ We 
thanked him, and after an' interval of repoſe, 
requeſted him to conclude the hiſtory of that 
_ amiable philoſopher. © That,” ſaid he, © I will 
readily do, but I appriſe you that it will ter- 
minate in an affecting and melancholy cata- 
ſtrophe. 


T4 
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CHA P.-LXXI. 


Taſtbenia's letter continusd.—Tbe biftory of Nicias 
concluded. | 


cc , eee his initiation, Nicias 
had the misfortune to draw on himſelf 

the hatred of the prieſts. Totally unable to 
throw off his native frankneſs, and having a 
ſatirical turn of mind, he frequently attacked the 
gods of the country with ſarcaſms and witticiſms, 
The ox Apis had a liberal ſhare of his ſatire; and 
though it was merely with a few of his intimate 
friends that he thus indulged the gaiety of his 
diſpoſition, yet his ſayings were repeated and 
ſpread abroad, becauſe their ſhrewdneſs and 
brilliancy amuſed and gratified the wits, and 
every one found a pleaſure in repeating them. 
His wife, in whoſe preſence he was often merry 
at the expence of the prieſts, was ſhocked and 
alarmed at theſe impieties, and feared ſome in- 
ſtant judgment of the gods, ſome avenging 
thunderbolt, would inſtantly fall upon the houſe, 
and deſtroy it. In vain did Nicias oppoſe theſe 


prejudices, and endeavour to enlighten her mind 
with 
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with the religion of Reaſon: for Reaſon could 
not thrive in a ſoil ſo ill prepared for its recep- 
tion. Her blindneſs was the more incurable, as 
ſhe was under the influence of a prieſt of Serapis 
named Sethon. This man, Fanatic by princi- 
ple, obſtinate through pride, and barbarous both 
by nature and from the dictates of his religion, 
would have baniſhed human reaſon from the 
mind, and exterminated all thoſe who do not ac- 
knowledge the divinity of the god Apis. The 
influence and power of the Egyptian prieſts, 
who with the fetters of ſuperſtition enſlave and 
govern the people, is well known. Their riches, 
which they pretend to have received from Ifts 
herſelf, and their exemption from all taxes and 
from every public office, ſtrengthen their au- 
thority and increaſe their influence; and the 
better to eſtabliſh and confirm it, they affect a 
ſingularity of manners and cuſtoms, and the moſt 
extraordinary religious ceremonies. They ſcarce- 
ly ever drink the pure water of the Nile, and 
often keep faſts of ten days, during which they 
do not cohabit with their wives. , 

c Sethon inſtilled all the prejudices of his or- 
der into the mind of the weak Deiphila, where 
they took ſo deep root, that ſhe began even to 
feel a coldneſs and averſion for her huſband, and 
to conſider him as a reprobate accurſed of the 

| | gods; 
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gods: dreadful effect of that unſocial fanaticiſin 
which too often extinguiſhes the beſt and pureſt 
feelings of Nature ! The wiſe Nicias, perceiving 
that this connection produced a fatal change 
in the character of his wife, that it increaſed and 
agitated her prejudices, and eſtranged her affec- 
tions from her huſhand, forbid her all communi- 
cation with the old prieſt, who, enraged at theſe 
orders, conſpired with his brethren to ruin the 
philoſopher. Nicias, who was not only deeply 
killed in the abſtract ſciences, but alſo cultivated 
the rich fields of general literature, had, in his 
moments of leiſure, relaxed his mind from his 
igtenſer ſtudies by ſtraying among the'flowers of 
Parnaſſus, and had compoſed a little poem on 
the god Apis. This work, which was, full of 
wit and pleaſantry, he carefully concealed in the 
ſanctuary of the Muſes, and it was only read pri- 
- vately. to his particular friends. But the ſecret 
got wind, and the whole prieſthood being alarm- 
ed, combined to get this impious work into their 
Poſſeſſion, and deſtroy its autor. 
% This manuſcript the crafty Sethon les. 
took to procure, and in a private interview with 
Deiphila employed all his artifice and all his in- 
fluence to induce her to lend him the poem. 
Deiphila, notwithſtanding the ſtrength of her 
. n refuſed to bear a part in this 
ö perfidious 
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perfidious plot: but a few days after, thun- 
der, which is very rarely heard in Egypt, hav- 
ing burſt over her houſe, the prieſt did not fail 
to declare it was a proof of the anger of heaven,, 
and a divine indication of the will of the gods, 
aſſuring her that both ſhe and her huſband would. 
experience the revenge of Iſis if ſhe did not de- 
ſtroy that monument of impiety for which he 
had ſolicited. | 

«© This reaſoning, added to the ſtill more 


| powerful impreſſion of terror, fixed the waver- 


ing reſolution of her mind; and during the ab- 
ſence of Nicias ſhe introduced Sethon and one 
of his colleagues into her huſband's ſtudy, 

where they ſearched and turned over all his 
papers, till at length they found this poem, to- 
gether with a rough copy of the account of the 
ceremonies of the initiation ; the fair manuſcript 
of which he had confided to one of his inti- 
mate friends, from whom I received it at my de- 
parture from Egypt. This rough copy Nicias 
had either forgot or neglected to burn, and the 

enraged prieſts cartied it away, together with 
the poem, the author of which they now accuſed 
of having revealed the ſacred myſteries. The 

vengeance of the prieſts immediately broke out, 
and Nicias was ſeized in the middle of the night, 
and thrown into a dungeon. He ſoon learnt the 


cauſe 
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cauſe of his impriſonment, and concluded that 
he was inevitably loſt. In vain did his friends 
unite to reſcue him from the vindictive revenge 
of the ſacerdotal order. The people were ſtirred 
vp to demand his puniſhment aloud, and the 


prieſts, who acted as judges, pronounced ſen- 


0 tence of death. 


e On hearing this, Deiphila perceived the 
fatal error ſhe had committed. The voice of 
Nature now triumphed over her prejudices, and 
the agonizing pangs of remorſe tore her heart 
aſunder. She ran immediately to the priſon to 
throw herſelf at her huſband's feet, but was 
refuſed admiſſion. She ſolicited and implored 
every feeling heart to procure permiſſion for her 
to ſee him, but every one was deaf to her in- 
treaties, and her prayers and tears were of no 
avail : ſuch was the univerſal terror this power- 
ful body inſpired, In her deſpair ſhe ran to 
Sethon himſelf, and falling on her knees, im- 
plored his aid with ſighs and tears. The im- 
placable hierophant now diſplayed all the du- 
pPlicity and turpitude of his ſoul. After having 

_ repreſented her huſband as a ſacrilegious wretch, 

condemned by gods and men, he affected a tone 
of ſenſibility and concern, ſpoke of his tender 
regard for her, and concluded with propoſing a 


union with himſelf; adding, that inſtead of an 
impious 
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impious atheiſt, ſhe would then have a miniſter . 
beloved of the gods and of men; and that if 
ſhe would conſent to this, ſhe might have a 
farewel interview with Nicias. Deiphila, con- 
cealing the horror ſhe felt at ſuch baſeneſs and 
| hypocriſy, replied, © Grant me the favour I 
implore, and if my feeble charms ſtill appear 
worthy of your regard, when I quit the priſon, 
I will not refuſe my conſent.” 
No ſooner was ſhe poſſeſſed of the order of 
admiſſion than ſhe flew to the priſon. When 
the door was opened to her, Nicias appeared 
perfectly calm and ſerene, being employed in 
reading by the feeble light of a glimmering 
lamp ; for the cheerful ray of heaven found no 
acceſs to his gloomy dungeon. Almoſt ſtifled 
with ſobs and drowned in tears, ſhe threw herſelf * 
at his feet and ſwooned. Nicias, who was ſtill 1g- 
norant that his wife was the cauſe of his rum, en- 
deavoured to conſole her, preſſed her to his 
boſom, and overwhelmed her with the fondeſt 
endearments. Theſe ſhe would have rejected, 
but was totally deſtitute of ſtrength ; till partly 
recovering, My deareſt Nicias, ſhe cried, 
© away with your carefſes! You behold at your 
feet a monſter of ingratitude and of perfidy, 
You are ignorant of my crimes, Tis I, tis I, 
whoſe blind ſuperſtition has dragged you to this 
dungeon! 
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dungeon! She then related to him the fatal 
error ſhe had committed in furniſhing the two 
prieſts with the manuſcripts. Nicias heard her 
with the tenderneſs of a huſband and the tran- 
quillity of a philoſopher, and railing her from 
her kneeling poſture, in which ſhe implored his 
pardon with all the wildneſs of deſpair, Yes,” 
ſaid he, © my deareſt wife, yes, I forgive you. 
Tour error is a cruel one, but your heart at 
leaſt is innocent. Such are the horrid effects of 
fanaticiſm! *Tis the hypocrite who has be- 
guiled you that alone 1s guilty. But tell me 
what ſentence has been pronounced, and. what 
is to be my puniſhment ?—* As a violator of 
the myſteries of Iſis, replied ſhe, you are 
condemned to death, and your heart is to be 
torn out, and given to beaſts of prey. The 
prieſts have 'triumphed, the gods have aban- 
doned you! What do I ſay? the gods? They 
exiſt not, they never did exiſt: or if they do, 
they are the enemies of virtue!“ Nicias hear- 
ing theſe blaſphemies, the offspring of a be- 


wildered mind, gently reproached her with 


running from one extreme to its oppoſite; and 
told her that if ſuperſtition degrades and brutal- 
iꝛzes mankind, impiety is a ſtill greater diſgrace 

to the underſtanding and the moral character: 
There is, faid he, a ſupreme god, though 
not 


J 
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not ſuch as he is repreſented by prieſts, a fe- 
rocious, jealous, and vindictive being. No, he 
is good, juſt, and merciful : he hears the voice 
of your remorſe, and the accents of your re- 


pentance. He will puniſh the wicked, pardon |. 


our weakneſſes and our errors, and repay us, 
after death, for the evils of this miſerable life.” 
On hearing this, Deiphila, hurried away by 
the ſublimity of enthuſiaſm, cried, Les, 
my dear Nicias, let us paſs the Cocytus, and 
ſeek the recompence that awaits us. All you 
fear is, no doubt, the pomp and ceremonies 
of a public execution. I have brought a li- 
quor, which ſtrengthens and ſupporty the mind. 
and nerves it with fortitude and reſolution.” 
She inſtantly took out a bottle, poured its con- 
tents into a cup, and drinking half, preſented 
the remainder to her aſtoniſhed huſband, ſaying, 
© Drink! 'tis poiſon!” Nicias ſhuddered with 
horror, but took the cup and drank it. They 
then threw themſelves into each other's arms, 
laid themſelves down on the ground, and braving 
the horrors of death, rejoiced in dying together. 
When Deiphila began to feel the effects of the 


poiſon, ſhe wrote to the infamous Sethon, J 
keep my promiſe. If in my preſent ſtate my 
perſon retains any power over your heart, come 
and take me from the arms of my huſband.” 


Sethon 


* 
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Sethon no ſooner received this letter than 
he haſtened to the priſon, where as he entered + 
he ſaw Deiphila, the beautiful, the faſcinating 
Deiphila, ſole object of his wiſhes, extended on 
the earth a lifeleſs corpſe, whoſe faded charms 
had yielded to all the horrors of death, and em- 
bracing her huſband, who had juſt expired, after 
ſurviving her but a few moments. Filled with 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, he could ſcarcely be- 
| heeve this act of heroiſm. Yet he could not help 
beholding, with a laſcivious and curious eye, the 
foft attractions, the beautiful and lovely form 
of his deplorable victim; and his only regret, 
as he turned away, was the ee of 
78 his expected pleaſures. | 
“Thus periſhed that truly wiſe philoſopher, 
that diſciple of Nature, Nicias, who deſerved the 
gratitude and eſteem of Egypt and of all man- 
kind. He had alſo drawn on himſelf the ani- 
madverſion of the prieſts by an aſtronomical 
diſcuſſion. He pretended, that in the courſe | 
of eleven thouſand years the ſun had twice 
changed his place of ſctting, from eaſt to weſt 
and from weſt to eaſt ; and he proved, that even 
were the ecliptic, as was then aſſerted, parallel 
to the equator, this would not materially affect 
the courſe of the ſun.” 
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CHAP. LXXII. 


Laſtbenia's letter concluded. The Phylli, Pil- 


grimage to Bubaſtis, The Cat worſhipped by 
its inhabitants. Crocodiles. Anecdote of Thonis. 
Death of Ariſtippus. 


cc * tragical ſtory,” continued Laſthenia's. 
letter, drew tears from our eyes. Ariſtip- 


pus was much affected with the narration, and re- 
queſted his friend in future to chooſe leſs melan- 
choly tales. I will change the ſubje& then, 


ſaid Eudoxus, and endeavour to exhilarate the 


| ſcene, by ſpeaking of the Pſylli; after which, 


I will deſcribe a charming excurſion I made to | 


Bubaſtis, to attend the celebration of the feſtival 
of Diana, The Pſylli are men who play with and 
devour ſerpents. I ſaw them walk in proceſſion 
with their- arms naked and a ferocious look, 
holding enormous ſerpents in their hands, which 
formed many convolutions round their bodies. 
By firmly ſeizing their necks they avoided their 
bite, and notwithſtanding their dreadful hiſſings, 
tore them with their teeth and ate them alive, 

v while 
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while the blood poured from their impure 
contaminated mouths. They even fought with 
each other for their prey, which they greedily 
devoured ; for it is aſſerted they. poſſeſs ſome 
ſecret whereby they render theſe reptiles harm- 
leſs, or that their bodies are a natural antidote 
to their venom. | 
The feaſt of Diana which is celebrated at 
Bubaſtis, affords a more pleaſing fight, and 
draws a concourſe of people from all parts of 
Egypt. I went thither'ina very numerous com- 
pany who embarked on the Nile; and the river 
was entirely covered with boats. In every bark 
were female muſicians who accompanied their 
voices with cymbals and tabours, while the men 
played on flutes, and the women on the banks 
of the river gave themſclves up to the intoxi- 
cation of joy, uſed the. ſreeſt and moſt enti- 
eing language to the paſſengers, performed 
llaſcivious ſongs. and dances, and frequently 
threw themſelves into the moft indecent atti- 
fttucles. At- che fame time herds of, oxen where 
| louing in the meadows, the htſbandmen were 
watering their crops, and young girls who came to 
"the. banks of the river to waſh their linen, or 
to Graw water, rubbed their bodies with the 


lime of the Nile, or threw themſelves into the 
94144 & * ſtream, 
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gream. and ſported with the coming wave. Se- 

yeral ſwam round our boat, and appeared like 
Nereids reclining on the boſom of the waters. 
They glided along with uncommon grace, their 
flowing treſſes danced upon their ſnoulders; and 
although their complexions were dark and tawny, 
they were in general extremely well made. In 
the courſe of our navigation we met with iſlands 
covered with a thick graſs, whither buffaloes 
were led to paſture by a ſhepherd, who, ſeated 
on the neck of the firſt of them, deſcends into 
the river, fmacks his whip, and dire&s their 
courſe ; while the whole herd follow ſwimming 
acroſs the ſtream, lowing as they paſs, and blow- 
ing out the water from their wide extended 
noſtrils. 'At' Bubaſtis, a concourſe of ſeven thou- 
ſand perſons were aſſembled; and during the 
ſolemnity a prodigious number of victims were 
immolated. At night each boat's maſt was 
adorned with ſeveral lamps, whoſe reflected light 
ſpangled the water, as with innumerable ſtars. 
\ The tents that decorated the banks, were alſo 


lighted up in like manner; and this wonderful 
illumination, which extended thirty ſtadia, pro- 


duced the moſt ſurpriſing effect on the waters 
and on the verdure.'— I can almoſt tolerate a 


MPI: ſaid Ariſtippus, © which affords ſuch 
U2 agree= 
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_ agreeable feſtivals. Tis by pleaſure, not by 


auſterity and rigour, that man ſhould approach 
the divinity. In a magnificent temple at Bu- 
baſtis,* continued Eudoxus, is a very fine cat, 
which the prieſts feed with various facred ali- 
ments, and who is embalmed when dead, and 
carried with great pomp to his grave. Do 
they not alſo feed crocodiles, ſaid Ariſtippus? 
— Yes,” replied Eudoxus ; © in upper Egypt, 
this amphibious animal is worſhipped and con- 
fidered ſacred. The prieſts keep one of them 
in a ſeparate lake, where they give him meat, 
fruit, and wine, of which I have been an eye- 
witneſs. My hoſt, who was a reſpectable perſon, 
took me one afternoon to this lake, carrying 


with him ſome ſmall cakes, roaſt meat, and a 


veſſel of wine. We found the crocodile repoſ- 


ing on the bank. The prieſts approached him, 


. 


and one of them opened his mouth, while ano- 


ther put in the cakes, the meat, and the wine. 


Aſter this meal, he deſcended quietly into the 
water, and ſwam to the other ſide.—“ What a 
madneſs, what a delirium of human reaſon,” ſaid 
I, is this worſhip paid to that loathſome and de- 
ſtructive animal? He replied © that it was a 
ſpecies of ſuperſtition, which ſprang from fear. 
The Egyptians conſidering Typhon as the prin- 
ciple of evil, have conſecrated to him the croco- 


dile, 
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dile, the hippopotamus, and the aſs, on account 
of its red colour, which the Egyptians hate. 
Theſe animals are fed in ſacred places, and by 
ſuch ſacrifices the natives expect to pacify that evil 
genius,'—* In your expedition by water to Bu- 
baſtis,” ſaid Ariſtippus, were you not afraid of 
meeting with crocodiles ??*—* No,“ replied Eu- 
doxus, they ſeldom come ſo far down the Nile 
as lower Egypt, and never below Memphis. 
Theſe animals,” continued he, although covered 
with almoſt impenetrable ſcales, avoid all fre- 
quented ſpots. They are chiefly found from 
Thebes to Syene, where they are feen lying 
along the ſhores of ſandy iſlands, and ſleeping in 
the ſun ; but their ſlumbers are very ſlight, and 
as ſoon as any boat approaches, they inſtantly 
ruſh into the water, Yet theſe animals, how- _ 
ever revered and worſhipped in general, find 
very ſerious enemies in the inhabitants of Ten- 
tyra, who hold them in abhorrence, and carry 
on a cruel war againſt them: for though all other 
men turn pale with fear at the ſight of them, the 
Tentvrites vigorouſly purſue and deſtroy them. 
Theſe men plunge into the midſt of the Nile, 
boldly ſwimming directly towards that formida- 
ble animal, and, waiting till he opens his mouth 
to devour them, thruſt a deal plank, to which 
a cord is faſtened, into his throat. The croco- 


1 dile 
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dile immediately attempts to ſhut his teeth, 
which being very ſharp, he cannot withdraw 
from the wood, and thus the Egyptian regains 
the bank with the cord in his hand, and is 
aſſiſted by ſeveral others in dragging the mon- - 
ſter aſhore and deſtroying him. If, however, 
the ſwimmer 1s deficient in addreſs, he is inſtan- 
taneouſly devoured, j 

© But I will terminate theſe religious details, 
with an anecdote that took place in that country. 
An Egyptian was deeply enamoured of the 
courtezan Thonis, who placed ſo high a value 
on her favours that he could not obtain ker. 
Yet his mind was fo continually engroſſed by 
his paſſion, and his thoughts ſo wholly devoted 
to her, that one night in a dream, he imagined 
"himſelf in her arms; and by this ideal enjoy- 
ment, his deſires were extinguiſhed. Thonis 
being informed. of his indifference and its cauſe, 
"ſued him for the price ſhe had demanded for her 
favors, This cauſe was pleaded before the king, 
who ordered that the young man ſhould bring 
to the audience chamber the ſum demanded by 
"the plaintiff, where he was to paſs it to and fro be- 
fore the eyes of Thonis; ſaying, that imagination 
is the ſhadow of truth.” Ariſtippus obſerved, 
that this judgment was not equitable, becaule 
the ſhadow of the money had not ſatisfied the 
8 | delires 
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defires of Thonis, although t the dream had . 


ated the lover.“ 
« The night was now far advanced,” continued 
Laſthenia, and my health requiring ſome re- 
poſe, Atiſtippus ſtrongly urged me to lie down. 
The philoſophers did not retire till daybreak, 
and I had given orders to be informed as ſoon 
as they went. I then returned to Ariſtippus, 
and found him very faint and weak. Howeverg 
he defired to hear ſome of the idyls of Theo- 
critus read, which he ſoon diſcontinued to con- 
verſe with me. As his illneſs was but the gra- 
| dual decay of a plant deprived of its nutritious 
Juices, and dying by imperceptible degrees ; he 
was free from abſolute pain, and preſerved all 
his mental faculties unimpaired. My dear 
Laſthenia, ſaid he, © I am about to leave you ! 
and that, alas! is my chief regret; but as for life; 
I know not what benefit its preſervation could 
confer on me. Momus was not much ' miſtaken 
when he faid the gods had been drinking too 
much near when they created man; and*that 
they could not contemplate'their work without 
laughing. Do not act the part of a child and 
weep for me: I will alſo excuſe your coming to 
my tomb to call upon my ſhade, or water it 
with libations, and above all, your ſpoiling that 
os hair by cutting off your ripglets, and ſtrew- 
e U 4 ing 
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ing them over my grave. Nor do I wiſh for 
any other epitaph than that which I have juſt 
thought of: Here lies one who expects you.” 

One of his friends being now announced, I was 
about to refuſe him admiſſion. © By no means, 
ſaid Ariſtippus, let all the world come in, 
for I am determined to finiſh my life gaily, and 
in good company. Converſe and amuſe your- 
_&lves without much noiſe, but be as cheerful as 
if I were merely ſetting off for Syracuſe, to in- 
ſtrut Dionyſius in the art of pleaſure and good 
living.“ Throughout the day his chamber was 
full of philoſophers, ſophiſts, poets, and artiſts; 
and I deſired all thoſe who came, not to affect 
a dejected and melancholy air, but to ſpeak to 
him in their uſual manner. They converſed on 
the news of the day, and the amuſements of 
Athens, while Ariſtippus liſtened to their con- 
verſation, though without taking much ſhare in 
it. But ſome one having obſerved that Diony- 
ſius feared the gods, he ſcemed immediately to 
revive, and ſaid with ſudden animation, © What 
a groſs error ! I aſſure you he was totally deſti- 
tute of all religion. He took from a ſtatue of 
Jupiter a cloak of ſolid gold, ſaying, That it 
was too beauy in ſummer and too cold in winter; 
and replaced ir with one of wool, under pretext 
that this was adapted to all weathers. He alſo 

I took 
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took from Æſculapius his golden beard, alleg- 
ing that it was not right the ſon ſhould have a 
beard, when his father, Apollo, had none. 
Another time finding ſome filver tablets in a 
temple, with this inſcription, To the good gods, - 
he ſaid, Let us avail ourſelves of their good- 
neſs,” and took them away “.“ We ſupped in 
the chamber of Ariſtippus, who aſked for the 
muſic girls, and ſaid to us, © Your meal reſembles 
thoſe banquets of the Egyptians, where a corpſe 
is preſented to all the gueſts.” Then after an 
interval of lence, he exclaimed, I am thinking 
of Nicomachus, who wiſely contemplated death 
with philoſophic indifference, and ſaid, that © To 
fear death is to pretend to know that of which 
all mankind are ignorant.“ Being very unjuſtly 
accuſed and brought before à tribunal; he 


* When Sylla laid fiege to Athens, he ſent a man named 
Caphis, a native of Phocis, to carry off the treaſures of 
Delphi. Caphis went thither, but through reſpe& for the 
god, dared not touch thoſe ſacred depoſits, and wept in the 
preſence of the Amphictyons at the taſk impoſed on him; 
when one of them replied, that he had heard the ſound of 
Apollo's lyre in the ſanctuary. This pretended prodigy 
Caphis believed, or feigned to believe, and communicated 
to Sylla; on which the latter laughed at his ſimplicity, 
and expreſſed his ſurpriſe that he did not know, ſinging was 
a fign of joy, not of anger or indignation. He there- 


fore poſitively ordered the treaſures to be removed, and his 
commands were immediately obeyed. 


Was 
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was ſolicited by his ſriends to exculpate himſelf, 
in order to ſave ſo valuable a life. But he ſaid 
to the judges, © If I requeſt you not to put me 
to death, I fear I ſhall obtain a favour to my 
diſadvantage. Thoſe who fear death ought to 
be well acquainted with its nature: as for me, 
Jam totally ignorant what death is, or what is 
done in the other world. Whatever I know to 
be bad, as, for inſtance, doing an injury to my 
neighbour, I avoid; but what I am unacquainted 
with, as for inſtance death, I do not attempt to 
ſaun. I leave the deciſion to you, and you may 
diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe.” I am of the ſame 
opinion, contnued Ariſtippus, and leave the care 
of my life to the meſſenger Iris, who may come 
whenever ſhe pleaſes, and cut the thread of my 
- exiſtence.* . The converſation now became gay 
and animated. We laughed at the vulture of 
Prometheus and the wheel of Ixion, who at- 
tempting to violate Juno, impregnated a cloud 
which Jupiter had cauſed to aſſume her ſhape. 
We ſpoke alſo of the figns which the prieſts 
cauſe to appear on the livers of victims, that 
they may give good or bad auguries accordingly. 
They trace, faid Anaximander, certain 
figures on their hands, in which they ſqueeze. 
the liver, while yet warm and tender, and thus 


| com- 
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communicate the intended mark.“ Ariſtippus 
deſired we would by no means forget to put 
money under his tongue to pay his paſſage in 
the ferty, and give him a cake of flour and honey 
to appeaſe the rage of Cerberus. In theſe various 
diſcuſſions of philoſophical and animated plea- 
ſantry the night paſſed away. At day break, I 
perceived Arxiſtippus viſibly decline; he ap- 
peared. faint and drowſy, and ſeldom ſpoke; 
ſoon after his phyſician coming in, and feeling 
his pulſe, ſaid, I believe the fever is going 
off. Rather ſay the patient, returned Arif- 
| tippus, and he added; 


SS > 
114 


The ſtrong, the weak, * great, the ſmall, 


_ Muſt yield to death's reſitleſs call. F 
MI NIP en 


Pre An hour aſter, when«I a im ifi he 
wanted any thing.— I would wällingly turn en 
the other fide,” faid he, but I am fo weak that 
I ſhall expire if I attempt it.“ His phyfdiin, 
however, aſſured him he had more ſtrength 
than he imagined.— Would you wiſh, faid the 
philoſopher, to ſee the experiment tried?“ 
and immediately making an effort to turn him- 

ſelf, breathed his laſt. | | 
Alas! my dear Antenor, you cannot con- 
ceive the melancholy gloom this dreadtul loſs 
has 
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has thrown over my mind! What a blank do 
I feel in my heart and in my future life, from 
the privation of a friend to whom I have been 
theſe twelve years fo ſtrongly attached! Were 
you but here, you would ſooth and participate 
my pains ; but fate robs me of every friendly 
aid, every tranquilizing conſolation, and nothing 
remains but philoſophy ; to whoſe arms I am 
about to conſign myſelf by retiring to the coun- 
try, there to divide my leiſure between the 
muſes and my rural. occupations. Farewel ! 
Be happy.” DIX 


The Death of Ariſtippus, and the ſorrow of 
my dear Laſthenia, affected me in the moſt 
lively manner. I ſoon returned an anſwer to 
her letter, and offered to go and ſhare the 
griefs and ſolicitudes that now imbittered her 
life, and to ſweeten mine, by the charms of her 
delicious ſociety and converſation. 


C HAP. LXXIII. 


Dance of the Gymnopædia. Maſſacre of the 
Helotæ. A nocturnal ceremony. A feat of 
ill and revenge performed by Phanor, De- 
parture from Sparta. f 


HE time of a public feſtival at Sparta now 
approached, at which the celebrated 
dance called Gymnopædia is performed, and 
which we expected with the utmoſt impatience, 
When the appointed day arrived, Demonax 
conducted us to a >ublic hall, where we were 
ſcarcely ſeated befcre we ſaw a numerous troop 
of boys come forth from an apartment, entirely 
naked, except that the leader of the band wore 
a crown of palm-branches. At the ſame mo- 
ment a troop of men who were alſo naked came 
from the oppolite chamber, their leader being 
crowned in the ſame manner. Immediately the 
two troops mingled together, and alternately 
marched forward, ſeparated, and re- united, always 
jumping in cadence; and by the motions of 
their hands, repreſenting thoſe of wreſtling and of 
the pancratiaſts, while at the ſame time they lang 
lyric 
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lyric poetry and pæans. Demonax informed us 
this dance thus accompanied with ſongs, formed 


a part of a feſtival, which as to the poetry was 
conſecrated to Apollo, while the dances were 


performed in honour of Bacchus. This ſtrange 


exhibition afforded very little amuſement to Pha- 


nor, who declared that thoſe naked men with 


their tawny ſkins, and as rough as bears, were 
only adapted to ſome remote foreſt among the 
dens of wild beaſts. Theſe dances, however, 
had nothing melancholy or ſhocking to hu- 
- manity, though a- ſpectacle exhibited ſhortly 
after by this proud ferocious nation, filled our 
ſouls with the utmoſt horror and indignation, 

The Ephori having juſt entered on their 
office mounted their tribune, and proclaimed 
that each Spartan might freely and without 
ſcrople, kill every Helot whom he covld entice 
into ambuſh. Aſtoniſhed at this proſcription, I 
inquired the reaſon of it of our hoſt.— Ir is 
one of the cuſtoms of Sparta,” ſaid he. The new 
elected Ephori are always obliged to make this 
proclamation when they enter on their office. 


The Helots who cultivate our fields are, as you 


know, our flaves “; and their increaſing num- 


* The Spartans gave this name of Helotz or Helots, not 
only to the inhabitants of Helos which they deſtroyed, but 
to all priſoners of war, whom they always reduce to ſlavery. 
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hets would otherwiſe render them formidable to 
their maſters. They are alſo prohibited from 
having arms in their poſſeſſion,” and to prevent 
their multiplying too faſt, we cauſe them from 
time to time to be ſecretly maſſacred. Fre- 
quently our youth arm themſelves completely“, 
and hunt theſe poor wretches like wild beaſts, lay- _ 
ing ſnares for them, and placing themſelves in am- 
buſh, in thickets and clefts of rocks ; and when 
they ſurpriſe them, immediately cut their throats, 
You will ſhortly witneſs a dreadful event. The 
republic thinking theſe Helots are become too 
numerous, 1s Wan on the means of re- 
ducing: them.“ d 

Accordingly within a decal 57 this con- 
verſation, the Ephori cauſed. it to be notified, 
that two thouſand Helots ſhould have their 


liberty, and ordered them to appear before 
the temple of the Divi penates. An immenſe 
crowd forthwith aſſembled. at the. appointed 
place; when two thouſand of the moſt robuſt 
and beſt made, were ſelected and crowned with 
garlands as a ſymbol of their enfranchiſement. 
Their countenances brightened with joy, and 
they were paraded to the temples of the gods, 
to thank them for the ſervices theſe ſlaves had 


Plutarch ſays they were armed only with daggers, Plat, | 
in Lycurg, T. N. 
| lately 
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lately rendered the republic“. Thus they were 
impatiently expecting the ceremony of enfran- 
_ chiſement, when on a ſudden a ſignal being given, 
a numerous .troop of Spartans armed with 
poinards fell upon them, and cruelly maſſacred 
the whole two thouſand in cold blood. The 
cries of theſe poor wretches ſpread terror and 
- conſternation around, and Phanor. and myſelf 
fled palpitating with horror. What unheard 
of monſters!” cried Phanor. © Let us quit this 
abominable land, where not only pride and pre- 
judices, but the laws themſelves pervert the in- 
ſtinctive impulſe of humanity, and change the 
ſpecies into a race of tigers and panthers!“— I 
knew,” ſaid I, «that intereſt and the paſſions ren- 
der man unjuſt and ferocious ; but the barbariſm 


of this nation, who pretend to call themſelves - + 


civilized, will aſtoniſh every future generation 
of mankind ; and ſhould there ever exiſt a phi- 
loſopher who ſhall dare to applaud their legiſla- 
tion or their manners, his praiſe will be a proof 
only of the moroſeneſs of his mind, and the 
malicious pleaſure he enjoys in depreciating the 
government of his country, and degrading his 
fellow-citizens.”—< Let us be gone, let us quit 
this den of ferocious tigers,” returned Phanor.— 


In the Peloponneſian war. Thucyd, T. N. 
| | « And 
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« And your beautiful Aſpaſia,” faid I, © that ve- 
nus whoſe every form is a model of elegance!“ 
* *Tis true,“ returned he, © ſhe might well 
obtain pardon for her country, I regret her 
much—Let us poſtpone our departure -till the 
feaſt of Hyacinthus, at which we have promiſed 
to be preſent.” We now went to the public 
ſquare, where we ſaw the majority of the aſſaſ- 
fins walking with perfect calmneſs and uncon- 
cern. © Thus,” ſaid I within myſelf; « thus does 
prejudice extinguiſh remorſe, or remorſe ariſe 
at the command of prejudice to torment man- 
kind.” 
The next evening after ſupper Demonax in- 
vited us to go about two ſtadia into the country to 
ſee a nocturnal ceremony, which takes place every 
nine years. I aſked him whether any more human 
blood was to be ſhed ; but he aſſured me there 
was not, and we accompanied him. We entered 
a large uncovered incloſure, in the centre of 
which the five Ephori were ſeated-ih profound 
ſilence, with their eyes fixed upon the heavens, 
and ſurrounded by a conſiderable number of 
ſpectators in the ſame attitude. This filent 
ſcene was to me totally unintelligible, and I 
dared not utter a word. Phanor who was im- 
"a TS Es patient 
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patient of this long filence, whiſpered to me 
ſoftly, « What are all theſe fools doing with their 
noſes in the air? Are they ſeeking for their 
fenſes among the ſtars? In this ſingular ſitua- 
tion two tedious hours paſſed, till at length a 
general murmur aroſe. Look, ſaid Demo- 
nax, at that ſtar which ſhoots acroſs the hea- 
vens “ A wonderful affair indeed, replied 
Phanor ; “were it a bull, it would be ſomewhat 
more aſtoniſhing,” The Ephori now departed 
with ſilent air and downcaſt eyes, and we followed 
among the crowd. When we returned home, 
Demonax ſaid, I am ſorry for our two kings, 
for they are worthy honeft men! And what 
misfortune threatens them?” ſaid I; «pray reſolve. 
me this enigma,” Once in nine. years,” he re- 
plied, © the Ephori chooſe a night when the ſky. 
is ſerene, cloudleſs, and without moonlight, when 
they fit in profound filence with their eyes fixed. 
on the ſky, to watch if any ſtar traverſes the 
heavens, If ſo, woe to our kings, for it is a 
proof they have offended the gods “. 4 Yet,” 
{aid Phanor, this nocturnal proof is not quite as 
clear as day, But what will be done to your 
Kings 2/— They will be put upon their trial,” 


"© The ignorant Spartans miſtook a paſling meteor for a 
ſtar quitting its place in the heavens. h 


returned 
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returned Demonax, © and ſuſpended from their 
office till they are abſolved and reſtored by the 
oracle of Delphi or of Olympia.” | 
We intended to have ſtaid at Sparta to hear 5 
the deciſion of the Oracle, and the fate of the 
two kings; but our own deſtiny precipitated our 
departure. Demonax informed us that in three 
days twelve young women of twenty years of - 
age were to be married to as many men of 
thirty, theſe being the ages preſcribed by law ; 
and he added, that the beautiful Aſpaſia, who 
had juſt completed her fourth luſtrum, was 
one of the betrothed.— And who is the happy i 
mortal, cried Phanor, © that is to marry her?” — 
: That,” ſaid Demonax, © cannot as yet be 8 
known; I ſhould be happy ſhe ſhould fall to the 
lot of my nephew. They ſeem formed for 
each other, and I ſuſpect a ſecret inclination has 
already united their hearts. What,” faid I, 
te are theſe poor girls then to be drawn by lot?” — 
« Nearly ſo,” ſaid Demonax; * for they will be 
ſhut up in a dark room, where the twelve young 
men being introduced, will chooſe their wives 
in the dark by chance, .and muſt take the firſt - 
that comes to hand.” This ſpecies of marriage 
appeared to us very ſtrange ; yet doubtleſs they 
X 2 | are 
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are better aſſorted than thoſe which are formed 
by intereſt alone, | 

We were preſent when the brides paſſed by, 
under the conduct of matrons. They were 
without hats, crowned with flowers, covered 
with a light tranſparent veil, and walked in pro- 
found filence with downcaſt eyes. Afterwards 
came their future huſbands, and Demonax em- 
| braced his nephew, wiſhing him a happy choice. 
His vows were heard, for his nephew gained the 
lovely Aſpaſia; and I have no doubt that con- 
nivance directed the hand of Chance. 

Theſe choices being made, the marriage 
ceremony was performed; after which the bride- 
grooms came, and walked quietly. about in the 
public ſquare, at which we expreſſed our aſto- 
niſhment. Your nephew,“ ſaid Phanor to De- 
monax, © ſeems very apathetic. Were I in his 
place, I ſhould not be fo inanimate a lover,” 
Demonax replied, © that new married men were 
obliged to affect this air of indifference, and to 
appear in public at the ſame hours as before,” — 
« And from what motive,” ſaid I? Are men 
aſhamed of marriage at Sparta, while they glory 
in robbing with addreſs? “ By no means,” re- 
plied Demonax ; © but Lycurgus was deſirous of 
giving new charms to connubial happineſs, and 

rendering 


IN GREECE AND 4814. 309 


rendering its enjoyments more permanent by 
veiling the celebration of its rights with the 
myſterious ſecrecy of love. During the firſt 
year of marriage, a huſband can only fee his wife 
by ſtealth; and like a lover, muſt conceal 
himſelf beneath the ſhades of obſcurity. As 
ſoon as night arrives, my nephew will ſilently 
diſappear, to viſit his dear Aſpaſia, and conduct 
her to the houſe where Hymen is to crown him 
- with ſupreme felicity.” Accordingly. as ſoon as 
it was dark, we obſerved that he ſlipped away 
from us. The ſtreets of Sparta are not lighted, 
and it is prohibited to carry a lantern: a regu- 
lation which, we were informed, is intended to 
accuſtom the inhabitants to find their way in the 
dark. We all three followed him, and as ſoon 
as he came to the houſe of Aſpaſia, he went up, 
brought her down, and taking her under his 
arm, hurried away with rapid ſtep, as if afraid 
of being purſued. We did not, however, loſe 
ſight of them, till at length we ſaw them arrive at 
a houſe, where an aged matron was waiting for 
the new married couple, and with her the bride- 
groom left his wife and retired. - He is now 
going to ſup as uſual,” ſaid Demonax ; * after 
which he will only pay her a very ſhort viſit, 
for he muſt paſs the night in the ſame chamber 
with his comrades. During his abſence, the 


X 3 matron 
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matron will ſhave Aſpaſia's head, dreſs her in 
man's clothes, then leave her on a mattraſs in 
the dark to expect her huſband, and in this ob- 
ſcurity ſhe will receive his viſit. When my 
nephew arrives, he will ſeek for her, and carry 
her to a bed which ſtands near, where he will 
unbind her zone; but as we have no concern 
in theſe ceremonies, we may as well retire.” 
On our return we miſſed Phanor, who did not 
come home for ſome hours, and then told us he 
had loft his way, having wandered as far as the 
Plataniſta, where he had been taking a turn to 
enjoy the freſh air. 

On the following morning, it was ſearcely 
light when Demonax entered our chamber 
with an air of wildneſs and horror, his, counte- 
nance full of fire, and his eyes almoſt burſting 
out of his head; while he announced to us 
a dreadful calamity that had happened in, the 
city. I aſked him if Juno or Diana had ſent the 
Calydonian boar or the Theban ſphinx to deſtroy 
Sparta. *Tis neither Diana nor Juno,” ſaid 
he; © tis Tiſiphone, Alecto, and Megzra, who 
have vomited forth the monſter that diſhonours 
us. As he ſaid this, he ſtalked up and down the 
room, ſtamped with his feet, and with threaten- 
ing ferociouſnefs brandiſhed his fiſt, - Aſter con- 


tinuing this tragic Feneepime for ſome time, I 
. requeſted 
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requeſted him to explain the fatal cataſtrophe 
which had ſo much alarmed the republic. A 
ckaitor, a villain,” cried he, « has had the auda- 
cious effrontery to anticipate my nephew in the 
arms of Aſpaſia, and ſtolen the firſt fruits of 
nuptial bliſs. My nephew,” continued he, © is full 
of rage, as are our kings, the Ephori, and the 
whole city; and the ſtricteſt fearch is making 
to diſcover the perpetrator of this horrid crime. 
Woe to the wretch if he is but diſcovered! for 
rapes are puniſhed by law with death.” After 
this narrative, Demonax left us abruptly to con- 
| fole his nephew, and aſſiſt him in his ſearch. 

He had no ſooner quitted the room than Phanor 
faid to me: © My dear friend, we muſt be gone, 
we have not a minute to loſe l“ Why: fo?” 
faid I; „ what ſudden: motive? . We muſt be 
gone,” repeated he, © without delay ; I will tell 
you all on the road. Say but one word at 
leaſt,” cried I, © to give me ſome idea what has 
happened. Let us not fly from Sparta as if we 
were carrying away the palladium or the golden 
fleece. Well then, returned he, © I have 
taken my revenge for the partridges and the hare; 
*tis I that have robbed him of the firſt turn with 
Aſpaſia. —* You, Great Caſtor and Pollux!“ 
ſaid I, © let us pack up our effects and depart as 
5880 as poſſible. This was no ſooner ſaid than 

I X 4 done. 
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done. We ſet off on foot, carrying our bag- 
gage, and travelled in the greateſt haſte, ad- 
vancing with more rapidity than we had ever 
uſed before. We ſcarcely exchanged a word, 
though we were conſtantly turning our heads to 
ſee whether we were not purſued, when on a 
ſudden we heard horſes galloping behind us. 
Terror now ſeized us both, and our blood 
ſeemed to freeze in our veins. Phanor, pale and 
trembling, exclaimed, © We are undone; we are 
undone !” but I preſerved my preſence of mind, 
and being on the banks of the Eurotas, which 
were covered with reeds, we concealed our- 
ſelves among them, Here we were up to our 
middles in water, and our ſituation was not a 
little painful: for we trembled from head to foot, 
ſcarcely knowing whether from cold or fear. 
The horſes, however, preſently paſſed: us and 
we recovered from our alarm. We imme- 
diately came out of the water, half frozen and 
as wet as river gods, and wrapping. ourſelves 
up in our cloaks purſued our journey. The 
ſwiftneſs of our feet reſtored a part of our vital 
heat; but the fatigue almoſt exhauſted our 
ſtrength. At length Phanor, who was leſs ro- 
buſt than myſclf, began to flag; till after hav- 
ing travelled eight hours without reſting, we 
procured horſes, which carried us as far as Bele- 


mina, 
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mina, a town ſituated on the confines of La» 
coma and Arcadia. OT d 

As ſoon as we were out of danger, and had 
taken up our lodging at our inn, Phanor faid 
to me with an air of confidence and courage, 
1 Well, you will acknowledge, one good turn 
deſerves another, and that I am fairly revenged of 
that great ſtupid thief who robbed me of my 
game. Moſt aſſuredly the firſt favours of his 
wife were at leaſt equal to my hare and par- 
tridges.—“ But,” ſaid I, © it was an act of per- 
fidy—it is unpardonable! - Pſhaw,” returned 
he, © it appears to me a maſterly piece of ad- 
dreſs. By Cerberus, the Spartans rob their 
viſitants, make dupes of them, and aſſaſſinate 
men in cold blood; and yet I muſt not be per- 
mitted to revenge myſelf by a mere imaginary 
wrong! They are a proud ferocious nation, 
and deſerve the hatred of all mankind, All I 
regret is, that I cannot witneſs the rage and im- 
precations of the poor diſappointed huſband. 
Beſides,” continued he, “ tn ſome countries ſuch 
an action would be deemed a benefit, like that of 
ſtripping a roſe of its thorns, and leaving it no- 
thing but its ſweets.” —<© And how,” ſaid I, * did 
you contrive to ſucceed in fo raſh and auda- 
cious an enterpriſe ?“ - You remember, no 
doubt,“ returned Phanor, © that on the banks 


of 
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of the Eurotas, Jupiter changed himſelf into a 
| ſwan to triumph over the beautiful Leda; and 
therefore as I have not the honour of being a 
god, I have only borrowed the form of a bird 
of night. I had long been highly irritated, as 
you know, againſt the nephew of Demonax, and 
panted- after the charms of the beautiful Aſpaſia. 
Fou will recolle& that, together with Demonax, 
we followed the new- married couple at their 
firſt meeting, that the nephew went away, and 
that Demonax informed us of all that was to 
take place during his abſence, J liſtened at- 
tentively to his ſtory; the idea of vengeance 
prefented itſelf to my mind, and love inflamed 
my &urage. You both then went away, and I 
pretended to follow you; but I returned and 
"concealed myſelf at the door of a neighbouring 
houſe, where, favoured by the obſcurity of the 
night, and keeping profound filence, I waited 
For the matron to go out, my impatience con- 
verting every minute into an hour, till at length 
ſhe came down and left the door a- jar. As 


oon as ſhe was gone I went up ſtairs, and as 
all the houſes of Sparta are built nearly on the 
ſame plan, I readily found the chamber where 
the palpitating bride, was expecting her huſband. 
I groped my way in the dark, ſtepping as lightly 
as, poſſible, when a feeble and timid voice ſaid, 


c Is 
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Is it you, Lyſander ?'—* Ves, replied I, ip 


a feigned voice; and going directly to the part 
of the room whence the found proceeded, found 
her extended on her mattraſs; when looſening 
her zone, I made that qur nuptial bed and the 
throne of our loves. Oh Venus! what faſci- 
nating charms, worthy of the pencil of Zeuxis 
himſelf! My wife, for ſuch ſhe was at chat 
inſtant, at firſt coy, baſhful; and- trembling, 
oppoſed my embraces with a yielding reſiſt- 
ance; by degrees, however, ſhe became more 
animated, and met me with equal ardour. She 
preſſed me to her boſom, called me her dear 
Lyſander, her tender huſband ; and at length 
- convinced me by her tranſports, that the women 
of Sparta are ſtill more lovely on the throne of 
Hymen, than in the exerciſes of the gym- 
naſium. fr 
« Yet notwithſtanding the tranſport and intoxi- 
cation of this double triumph, I remembered that 
like Phlegyas in the infernal regions, I had arock” 
hanging over my head. I tore myſelf, therefore, 
from the arms of my lovely partner, at the ſame 
time overwhelming her with kiſſes. ! Deareſt 
Lyſander, ſaid ſhe, in the ſweeteſt ſofteſt voice, 
© will you leave me ſo ſoon Y= Alas!” faid I, 
it muſt be ſo! The laws command this ſacri- 
| fice, 
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fice; and it is my duty to obey them.” As 1 
Kid this, 1 kiſſed her again and again, then fled 
| away as ſuddenly as poſſible, and here I am at 
Belemina, fully revenged of that Spartan thief 
Lyſander, having repaid the republic for its hoſ- 
pitality, by leaving it a little citizen who will 
no doubt be the picture of his father, and be- 
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come the glory and ſupport of the ſtate 
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C HAP. IX XVS. 

Journey to wee. Some particulars relative ” 
Mycene. Converſation with Chryſippus. the 

Stoic. Viſit to Delos. Hiſtory of Latona, 


The two friends embark on board @ veſſel which 
paſſes before Chio and Samos. 


| H', reſted two days at Belemina, we 

ſet out for Argos *, and on the road paid 
a viſit to the ruins of Mycenz, that celebrated 
city, which was deſtroyed by the Argives. The 
fountain of Perſeus and the ſubterraneous caverns 
where Atreus and his children hid their trea- 
ſures, are ſtill ſhown. Near it are the tombs of 
Atreus, Agamemnon, and Electra. Clytem- 
neſtra and Ægyſthus are buried without the 
walls. Fifteen ſtadia from Mycenæ, at the foot 
of Mount Eubceus, is a temple of Juno worthy 
the attention of travellers ; and below which runs 
the Aſterion, falling at ſome diſtance into a 
cavern where it is Joſt. On its banks grows 
a kind of graſs alſo called Aſterion, with which 
chaplets are formed for the goddeſs. This edi- 


* Now called Planizza. 
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fice is ſupported by columns, on which are re- 
preſented various hiſtorical and mythological 
events; and before the door axe ſeveral ſtatues 
of heroes and of prieſteſſes of Juno; among the 
former of which, that of Oreſtes is particularly 
remarkable, In the veſtibule are the Graces, 
the bed bf Juno, and the buckler which Mene- 
laus took from Euphorbus before Troy.—In 
the center of the temple is a coloſſal ſtatue of 
Juno, formed entirely of gold and ivory, being 
the work of Polycletus. On her. head is a 
crown, above which are the Hours and the 
- Graces: in one hand ſhe holds a ſceptre, in 
the other a grenade, and on the ſceptre ſtands, a 
cuckoo ; becauſe when Jupiter fell in love with | 
her in her youth, he borrowed the form of that- 
bird that ſhe: might run after him and play with 
him. Near Juno is the ſtatue of Hebe, the 
goddeſs of youth, of the ſame rich materials as 
the former. In this temple alſo is an altar 
of ſilver, on which is a baſs- relief, rein 
the nuptials of Hercules and Hebe. | 
Having ſatisfied our curioſity, we proceeded 
to Argos, where we were preſently informed 
that Chryſippus, a philoſopher of the portico, 
was at that city, and was violently tormented by - 
the gout, Curious to learn how a ſtoic philoſo- 
| pher 
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pher bore ſo acute a pain, we paid him a viſit. 
He was lying on a miſerable bed, and near him 
ſtood a table, on which were a veſſel of water and 
a large bundle of papers, being the firſt part of a 
philoſophical work. Having made our ſalutations, 
I expreſſed the concern I felt at his ſituation. 1 
am at the poſt,” ſaid he, * aſſigned me by the 
Deity, and ſhould I complain he would be of- 
fended. In whatever ſituation a virtuous mai 
may be placed he is always happy. While he 
Was ſaying this, we perceived in his countenance 
ſtrong marks of excruciating, pain, which, how - 
ever, he affected to contemn, and we continued 
ſilent for a few moments to let this violent pa- 
roxyſm pals away. © No,” cried he ſuddenly, 
« Pain, I will never confeſs thou art an evil! 
Ves, I am happy in the midſt of my tortures.? 
« You will acknowledge, however,” ſaid I, that 
pain is not a good?“ —“ Yes,” anſwered he, 
« virtue 1s the only good. With virtue happi- 
neſs will accompany us in the darkeſt dungeon, 


in the moſt dreadful torments, and under the moſt | 


miſerable rags.” —* In that caſe,” faid Phanor, 
«you ought to be the happieſt of mankind.” — 
ce Befides,” continued Chryſippus, “ tis impoſſible 

to avoid our fate, for fate governs the world.“ 
«Thus then,” ſaid Phanor, Paris was compel- 8 


led to clope with Helen, Zgiſthus to aſſaſſinate 
Agamemnon, 
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Agamemnon, and there is no liberty, and conſe - 
quently no virtue in the world.” — By no means,“ 
returned the philoſopher, man is free.. How . 

then, ſaid Phanor, can you reconcile this li- 


berty with your doctrine of fataliſm ?”— © We 5 


muſt reconcile them as well as we can,” replied 
the philoſopher: Do you know what the ſunis?” 
No,“ faid my friend. —* Yet,” continued 
 Chryſippus, you believe in its exiſtence. Thus 
it is, the ſtoics believe at once in an una voidable 
deſtiny and in the freedom of the will, though 
unable to ſhew how the one can conſiſt with 
the other.” I aſked him whether it was true 
that he approved of marriages called inceſtu- 
ous.—< Certainly,” ſaid he. Why ſhould not 
a father marry his daughter, or a mother her 
ſon ? Surely Nature does not forbid ſuch unions. 
On the contrary, ſhe forms the ſtrongeſt mutual 
attachment between them. They are merely 
forbid by prejudice and opinion. An. outcry 
too has been raiſed againſt me, becauſe I have 
ſaid, it would be better to eat human carcaſſes 
than to inter them. Are not beef, mutton, and 
game carcaſſes ? and yet you devour them with- 
out the leaſt repugnance. Wherein conſiſt the 
difference? Here he broke off, and cried out, 
« Ah accurſed gout, yes I am happy in ſpite of 
thee,” — 
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tice.” % Fou are not then,” faid I, * of the 
opinion of Epicurus, who ſays that pleaſure alone 
can render man happy Pat No,” replied 
he, “ pleafure' comes from the ſoul. It is the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience that conſtitutes 
the happineſs and the reward of a true ſtoic. 
He ſhuns honours and applauſe, delights in ob- 
ſcuriry, loves all the world alike, not excepting 
his enemies; and his paſſions and natural affee- 
tions have no power over him. Laſt year [ 
loſt a brother who was very ſtrongly attached to 
me. He died in the night, and the next morn- 
ing I went to the theatre of Bacchus but per- 


mit me to ſhorten this diſcuſſion, for I am finiſh= _ 


ing a treatiſe on dialectics, which I am anxious 
to complete.” When we had left this fingular 
diſciple of Zeno, Phanor aſked me what 1 
thought of him.—l replied, that 1 was of the 
opinion of a certain ſophiſt, who compared the 
ſtotcs to children eee en to leap — A 
their own ſhadow. 

The moſt intereſting object we ſaw at 
Argos, was a ſtatue placed againſt a column at 
the entrance of the temple of Venus, repreſent- 
Teleſilla, a woman celebrated for her great 
talents and extraordinary courage. She is hold- 
| ing in her hand a helmet, which ſhe ſeems 
about to put on ; u volume of her poetry lies 
vol. 11. 1 vs 


> 
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at her ſeet. The. following is the 4 account we 
heard of this heroine, | 
The Argives being completely ned by 
| che Lacedzmonians, Cleomenes their leader 
laid ſiege to Argos, then deprived of the de- 
fence of its vanquiſhed warriors. Teleſilla how- 
ever reſolved to defend the city, and ſending 
away the ſlaves and uſeleſs mouths, diſtributed 
arms to all the women, and placed herſelf at 
their head. Animated by this noble example, 
they ſuſtained the attack with ſo much valour, 
that the Lacedzmonians reflecting that even a 
victory over ſuch enemies would be odious, 
while a defeat would cover them with indelible 
ſhame and diſgrace, put an end to the attack, 
and raiſed the ſiege. 
ln the centre of the great ſquare i is an edi- 
fice of white marble, being a trophy erected in 
honour of Pyrrhus on the ſpot where his funeral 
pile was erected; but his aſhes reſt in the tem- 
ple of Ceres, near the place where he was killed. 
We now aſcended the hill on which the citadel 
ſtands, to ſee the temple of Apollo, of whom it 
contains a ſtatue in bronze. Here oracles are 
delivered, and the prieſteſs who preſides there 
muſt be a virgin. Once a month ſhe ſacrifices 
during the night a ſheep, ſome of whoſe blood 
ſhe drinks; ads which ſhe is immediately 
— 
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ſcized with the ſpirit of prophecy. We con- 
tinued but a very ſhort time at Argos, going 
from Inachium to Nauplia, which though a 
ſmall town has a commodious port ®. Here we 
entered a temple of Ceres at the moment when, 
a ſacrifice was about to be performed. As this 
goddeſs preſides over every branch of rural 
economy, the offerings conſiſted of fruits, ho- 
ney, wool, ſerpents, a ſow with young, and 
particularly poppies, on account of their fecun- 
dity, but no wine. She was repreſented on a 
car drawn by two winged dragons, holding pop- 
pies in one hand, a burning torch in the other, 
and crowned with a chaplet of wheat- ears. We 
alſo ſaw the fountain of Canathus, by annually 
' bathing in which Juno is ſaid always to teco- 
ver her virginity; and Phanor promiſed to 
publiſh the virtues of this miraculous water to 
all the women of his acquaintance. Near the 
ſame ſpot one of the inhabitants ſhewed us an aſs 
ſculptured on a ſtone, telling us that to him was 
attributed the fecundity of the vine. This ani- 
mal having browzed on one of theſe plants, it 
was obſerved in the following ſeaſon to be much 
more productive than other vines, and from 
that time they have been cut every _ though 
this practice never before prevailed.” + 
No called * It was the naval ation 


to 
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The next day we embarked for Delos“: 

an iſland which being far from fertile, is only 
celebrated as the birth- place of Diana and 
Apollo,” The inhabitants aſſured us that it 


it Waden) to ariſe i in the midſt of the ocean. 

Here we found a great concourſe of people, 

| the feaſt of Apollo and Diana having juſt been 
celebrated. On this occaſion all the neighbour- 

ing iſlands and nations are obliged to ſend a 
number of men and of virgins to aſſiſt at the cuſ- 
romary ſolemnities and facrifices, which con- 
clude with finging and dancing. Phanor mixed 
in the dances which ſtill continued, and declared | 
this arid rock would be the Elyſium of the 
earth, if all theſe beautiful v women were but its | 

| conſtant inhabitants. 

In the temple of Apollo, we bletves a 
young girl enter with no other ornament than a 
veil, walking between two prieſts, and followed 

| by ſeveral women. When ſhe came to the altar, 
one of the prieſts took off her veil while the 
other cut off her hair, which was uncom- 
monly long and beautiful, „ What a pity,” 
5 eried Phanor, * chus to rob her of the moſt. 


. Now called 84. This idand, auth the chief of the 
Cjclades, is s very ſmall and uninhabited. . The ruins of the 


iemple of Apollo are till extant, | 
4 "© b g ; beautiful 


” ry 
. 


IN OREEGS AND 44. 38s | 
beautiful of ornaments!” On inquiring the 
motive of this ceremony, we learnt that ſhe 


was about to be married; and that by the 
laws of the country, ſhe was. obliged on the 
day of her nuptials to conſecrate hat: hair * 
Apollo and Diana. | 
In a chapel of this temple we neapeivanl 8 2 
very fine large picture, which we were contem- 
plating with great attention, when à prieſt ac- 
coſted us, on which we requeſted him to explain 
the ſubje& of it. It is an incident, ſaid 
he, which happened in Lycia to Latona, the 
mother of Apollo and Diana. Do you ob- 
ſerve,” contiaued he, © how pale and emaciated 
the goddeſs appears, and what pain ſhe ſeems to 
ſuffer? She has the infant deicies in her arms, 
and is ſtanding by a lake which is full of frogs. 
« The ſtory is this: The ſun was in the ze- 
nith ſcorching the droughty earth, when Latona, 
flying from the wrath of Juno, exhaufted with 
fatigue, overcome with thirſt, and having no 
milk in her boſom to feed and pacify: her inno- 
cent little infants, approached this lake; Find- 
ing ſome countrymen cutting willows and oſiers 
for baſkets, ſhe drew near them and threw her- 
| ſelf on her knees, intreating them to: ſuffer her 
to draw ſome water to allay her burning thirſt; 
but theſe inhuman boots were deaf to her 
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prayers, and rudely drove her from the lake, 
The goddeſs then ſaid, How can you refuſe 
me a little water, which, like the air of heaven, 
or the light of the ſun, belongs in common to 
all mankind ? Of you, however, I intreat it as 
a favour ; I defire not to bathe in your lake, all 
I aſk is to quench my burning thirſt, and I ſhall 
owe my life to your kindneſs. My breaſts are 
dry, my voice is almoſt gone, and ſcarcely can 
I ſpeak to urge my requeſt; or intercede for 
my dear infants, who extend their little arms 
to join their ſupplications to mine!“ For 
Juſt then the little innocents ſtretched out their 
arms towards the countrymen. What heart fo 
cruel or ſo inſenſible, as not to be affected with 
ſuch intreaties! yet theſe ferocious monſters 
ſtill continued inflexible ; and not only refuſed 
' her a little water but infulted her, and threat- 
ened to chaſtiſe her unleſs ſhe went away; at 
the ſame time diſturbing the water with their 
ſticks, their hands and their feet, and making 
the mud riſe to the ſurſace. Rage now ſuſ- 
pended the thirſt of the goddeſs, and ſhe raiſed 
her hands and eyes to heaven, crying, 
C Wretches that you are, may you live for ever 
in this muddy water! She had no ſooner ſpoken 
theſe words, than the metamorphoſis took place, 


and all theſe baſe ruſtics were changed into 
| 5 frogs. 
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frogs. In this hideovs form they appear in the 
picture plunging in the lake, where they till 
ſeem to inſult the en with their . and 
croaking murmurs.” 

We were now informed that the wind being 
favourable, our veſſel was about to fail: we, 
therefore, thanked the prieſt- for his information, 
and took leave of the ifland of Delos without 
regret, although it had given birth to two of 
the chief divinities of Olympus. 

As we failed for Epheſus we paſſed before 
Chios, which is a very. populous iſland, highly - 
celebrated for its excellent wine and its fine 
marble. The inhabitants are deſcendants of _ 
Neptune ; for their iſland was a deſert at the 
time when that divinity became enamoured of a 
nymph he found there, who bore him a ſon. 

It happened that the day of his birth was 
diſtinguiſhed by a great fall of ſnow; and hence 
the iſland was called Chios . After this Neptune 
had two ſons by another nymph; and theſe 
were the firſt inhabitants of the iſland, 

'From a diſtance we ſaluted Samos, the fa- 
vourite iſland of Juno, and a Samian, who hap- 
pening to be on board, told us that goddeſs was 
born on the banks of the Imbraſus, under a 
willow which till exiſts, being incloſed within 


From , which ſignifies ſnow, | 
Y 4 a ſacred 
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a ſacred wall. Her temple, which 1s a very 
| fine edifice, ſtands near the ſea-ſhore twenty 
ſtadia from the city. Thus, after a few days 
fail, favoured by Neptune and the winds, we 
arrived at the celebrated city of Epheſus. 


" 
2 
* 
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CHAP. LXXV. 


Arrival at Epheſus. Deſcription of the Temple + 
of Diana. Anecdotes of Heraclitus. | 


2 Phanor and myſelf had a ſtrong defire to 
viſit the temple of Diana at Epheſus, 
which is conſidered as one of the wonders of 

the world. I had never ſeen it fince that 
period of early youth, when my taſte was as yet 


__ . unformed, and I was deſtitute of the requiſite 


knowledge to diſcern and feel the delicacy and 
beauty exhibired in the productions of art, We 
entered the port at ſun-ſet, The city of Ephe- 
ſus is ſituated between the Cayſter and the 
Mzxander, and is one of the twelve great cities 
of Ionia. The next day we aroſe at day-break, 
but Phanor delayed our going out by the time 
he ſpent in the decoration of his perſon: he 
would have his fine hair frizzed in the neweſt 
faſhion, dividing it into different compart- 
ments, raiſing it up in points like horns, aa! 
adorning it with graſshoppers of gold. How 
valuable are time and opportunity! At length 
we waited on the learned Hermodorus, a cele- 
brated 


a | 
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| brated philoſopher, ro whom we were recom- 


mended ; but found his family in the deepeſt 
diſtreſs, for he had been baniſhed from his na- 
tive city by a decree, and had that moment ſer 


-__ - off into exile, On inquiring what was the na- 


ture of his crime; we were told, © his merit: 
for the Epheſians will not ſuffer any one to con- 
tinue in their city who raiſes himſelf above his 
fellow-citizens. Yet ſo ſtrangely inconſiſtent 
are they, that they have paſſed a law, enjoining 
every individual to keep conſtantly in mind 
ſome philoſopher whoſe wiſdom is worthy of 


imitation. | 
To conſole ourſelves for the abſence of Hr 


modorus, we went to the temple of Diana, the 
only one throughout Aſia Minor, which Xerxes 
ſpared in his paſſage through that country. 
This \edifice ſtands between the city and the 
port. Its length is four hundred and twenty-ſix 
feet, its breadth two hundred and ſixteen; and 
we counted one hundred and twenty-ſeven mar- 
ble columns ſixty feet high, preſented by as 
many kings. All Aſia contributed to the build- 
ing of this temple, which is of the Ionic order, 
and the marble ſtatue of the goddeſs is of fo daz- 
zling a white, that an officer, appointed ex- 
preſsly for that purpoſe, deſired us not to look 
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at it too ſtedfaſtly. We paſſed a conſiderable 
part of the day in this edifice, and the next 
morning inquired of Zethus, our hoſt, whether 
we could ſee his countryman, the celebrated 
Heraclitus. He is very reſerved,” ſaid Ze- 
thus, © and we call him the obſcure and weeping 
philoſopher, for he never ſpeaks but in enigmas, 
and is continually weeping for us and our follies: 
he has ſo great an averſion to mankind, that he 
lives retired on Mount Pion, feeding on graſs in 
common with wild beaſts, the only ſociety of 
which he is truly worthy.” This account only 
increaſed our curioſity, and we requeſted Zethus 
to conduct us to the mountain, where having 
climbed up to a ſmall plain, he pointed out this 
miſanthropiſt's habitation. It conſiſted of a hol» 
low receſs under a vaſt projecting rock, furniſhed 
with a crazy old wooden door then ſtanding 
open. We entered it, but did not find Hera- 
clitus. We examined his cave however, which 
was furniſhed with an old table, a notched 
and broken platter, containing ſome roots, an 
earthen veſſel full of water, and two planks - 
covered with ſheep-ſkin which formed his 
bed. As ſoon as we left this gloomy den, we 
ſearched around for its maſter, whom we at 
length deſcried fitting on a ſtone with a melan- 

| choly 
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choly dejected air and weeping. He no ſooner 
perceived us than he aroſe and fled away. Ze- 
thus, however, told Phanor to purſue him, and 
to aſk him what is man? On hearing this queſ- 
tion he ſtopped, and turning round, cried out, 
« His knowledge is ignorance, bis greatneſs 
baſeneſs, his ſtrength weakneſs, and what he 
calls . pleaſure pain,” Having uttered theſe 
words he ran away. Two days after it was re- 
ported in the city, that he was come thither to 
conſult a diſciple of Æſculapius, his mode of 
life having brought on a dropſy. We haſtened 
to ſee him, and were preſent when he entered 
the houſe of the phyſician, to whom he ſaid, 
« Canſt thou change a rainy to a ſerene day?“ 
which the phyſician not underſtanding, he was 
left to cure himſelf. We learnt fince our de- 
parture from Epheſus, that he buried himſclf 
in a dunghill, expecting to find that extraneous 
heat a remedy for his diſorder, which how- 
ever daily increaſed, and he died at ſixty 
years of age; too long a period for fo miſcr- 
able a being to live; who, had he poſſeſſed 
any real philoſophy, would rather have laughed 
than wept at the folly of mankind *. We alſo 
ſaw that celebrated painter ng of the 


= Juvenal ſaid of him: 
s Mirandum eſt unde ille oculis faffccerit boar: , 
ſame 
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fame city, whoſe beſt work is the allegoric pie - 
ture .of the people of Athens, which at once 
expreſſes both their virtues and their vices, 
This artiſt had a golden crown on his head, a 
very rich cane in his hand, and the claſps of his 
ſandals were of gold; his robe was purple, his 
buſkins very elegant, and he told us he was the 
king of painters. We preſently took leave of 
him, highly diſguſted with his vanity and oſten- 
ration, which diſgraced his extraordinary ta- 
| lents Mo 
We left Epheſus ſoon after, bing the firſt 


opportunity that offered of embarking for Mi- 
letus. | | 


® Haring entered the liſts A Zeuxis, and their re. 
ſpective pieces being produced, the birds came and pecked 
- with great avidity at the grapes painted by Zeuxis; but 
when Parrhaſius immediately after exhibited his piece, 
Zeuxis ſaid, Remove your curtain that aus may ſes the painting, 
The curtain was the painting, and though deception is by no 
means the criterion of excellence in the art, yet his antago- 
niſt acknowledged himſelf conquered : faying, Zeuxis bat dy. 
cried birds, but Parrhafius has deceived Zeuxis himſelf. T. N. 
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"CHAP. IXXVI. 


. Deſcription of Miletus. Amour of 3 the 


dangers attending it. Departure from Mile- 
tus, Hiſtory of Pbiliſtus. 


Mrs is ſituated near the mouths of the 
Mzander, and is called the daughter of hea- 
ven and earth. Nor is its fame at all exaggerated. 


The ſmiling banks and variegated ſinuoſities 
of the river, and the voluptuous manners of the 


inhabitants, render it highly worthy of the at- 
tention and curioſity of travellers. The Mile- 
ſians are amiable, and perhaps exceed even the 
Athenians in politeneſs, in pleaſing manners, 
and in the charms of intellectual acquirements. 
They are reproached, however, with an un- 
reſtrained freedom of manners, which ſome- 


times aſſumes an air of licentiouſneſs. In theſe 


happy abodes every object contributes to charm 
and faſcinate the ſenſes, the pure ſerenity of the 
atmoſphere, the uncommon beauty of the wo- 
men, the elegance of their apparel, their con- 
tinual feſtivals, their muſic, their dances, and 
their games, every thing fills the ſoul with plea- 
| ſure 3 


IN GREECE AND ASIA, .. 335 


ſure; and Phanor remembered with delight 
that it was the birth-place of his dear Theo- 
phania. 

At the time of our arrival, the feſtival of Cybele 
was Juſt beginning. We ſaw her ſtatue borne 
on a car, and the proceſſion. advanced to the 
ſound of cymbals. The prieſts of the Good 
Goddeſs, as ſhe is called, affected laſcivious at- 
titudes, disfigured themſelves by ridiculous diſ- 
tortions, howled horribly, and tore their bodies 
to procure alms. They begged in the name of 
the mother of the gode, and carried little figures 
upon their breaſts, This ſight, however, was far 
more amuſing than the feſtival of Diana at 
Sparta, which was diſgraced by the blood of 
little boys. We alſo viſited the temple of 
Apollo, which is one of the moſt ee 
throughout Greece. 

Here too we ſaw the obſcure and crazy old 
houſe, where the celebrated Aſpaſia was born, 
What a ſource of refleQions! © Beneath this hum- 
ble roof,” ſaid I; * ſhe who was deſtined to marry 
Pericles, govern Athens, and light up the flames 
of war in Greece, firſt ſaw the light, She who 
was to inſtru& Socrates - himſelf, and whoſe wit 
and beauty, whoſe cloquence and talents, were 
to ſpread her fame to the utmoſt bounds of 
Aſia! Thus a drop of water chryſtaliſed and 

transformed 


1 


336 THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 
transformed into a diamond, adorns the head of 
. majeſty, or ſparkles on the breaſt of female 
beauty ! 

Phanor ſoon began to feel the Fngarhdeic 


influence of the climate and manners of the in- 


habitants, and became enamoured of the courte- 
_ 2an Phryne, whoſe charms were ſo ſeducing, that 
being brought to trial for impiety, and perceiving 
that ſentence of condemnation was about to be 
paſſed, ſhe obtained her pardon by nn the 
irre ſiſtible beauty of her boſom *. 

Phanor was continually ſpeaking of her with 
all the enthuſiaſm of an impaſſioned lover. He 
preferred her to Theano, to Theophania, and 
even to the charming Aſpaſia of Sparta. He 
laviſhed on her innumerable preſents and enter- 
tainments, and thought himſelf the happieſt of 
men, although he had not yet attained the object 
of his wiſhes. An old prieſt, the chief of thoſe 
of Cybele, was his rival; and, by continually 
watching and attending her, prevented the accom- 
pliſhment of their mutual defires. I adviſed him 
to be diſtruſtful of the careſſes of a courtezan and 
the artifice of a crafty old prieſt, but he aſſured 
me he could not harbour a doubt of the fidelity 


This was not the celebrated Phryne who, at a much later 
period, offered to rebuild Thebes at her own expence, pro- 

| vided ſhe were permitted to put this inſcription on the gates : 
| rpg heh aa Thebes and Phryne rebuilt it, 


and 
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and affection of his beloved; and, with regard 
to his rival, he took a pleaſure in being merry 
at his expence, I therefore made no other 
anſwer, than wiſhing all might end well. ; 
- The cataſtrophe of the ſtory ſoon. arrived. 
He came to me one day ſparkling with joy; and 
triumphing in his good fortune, to tell me he 
had an aſſignation with his dear Phryne, to meet. 
whom he immediately flew, . In his exceſs of 
tranſport he did not ſtop to tell me more. I 
congratulated him on his ſucceſs, but adviſed 
him to take Suſpicion and Prudence as his guards 
and protectors. My caution was but too juſt. 
I waited for him in vain till the ſecond watch 
of the night, and when I aroſe in the morning, 
no tidings of him had arrived. The ſun reached 
his meridian altitude and again ſank beneath the 
horizon, yet no Phanor appeared. Full of alarm 
and ſolicitous for his ſafety, I ran to inquire for 
him of Phryne ; who replied that ſhe had ſome- 
times ſeen a young man famed Phanor, but 
that ſhe was totally ignorant what was become 
of him. This anſwer terrified me extremely, 
and I ran over the whole town, its ſuburbs and 
environs in vain; I was now inconſolably diſ- 
treſſed, and could form no probable conjecture 
to account for his abſence: The next day paſſed 
in the ſame uncertainty and deſpair, and ſeven 
more elapſed before I was relieved from this 
vol. 11, - 4 Wu painful 
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painful ſituation. On the ninth day returning 
home very late, overcome with fatigue, and ex- 
hauſted and oppreſſed with grief, I threw myſelf 
on my bed, exclaiming: He is dead! he is 
aſſaſſinated! Oh, my dear Phanor ! my charm- 


ing friend, whoſe attractive gaiety of manners and 
affectionate ſweetneſs of diſpoſition ſoothed and 
embelliſhed my life ! where art thou? what fate 
has overtaken thee?” As I was thus lamenting 
his loſs, I ſuddenly heard a knock at the door, 
and, running to open it, what did I fee! A 
ſpectre! I immediately drew back, but he 
threw himſelf into my arms and preſſed me to 
his boſom without uttering a word. At length 
I perceived it was Phanor himſelf : «© Whence,” 
cried I, © do you come, my cruel friend, ſo pale 
and ghaſtly, fo disfigured and bloody-? Are you 
riſen from the tombs; are you dead or alive?“ 
*. ſcarcely know where I am,” ſaid he, or 
whether I exiſt or not. My dear friend, do not 
abandon me ; let us depart from Miletus imme- 
diately, for danger and death are purſuing me.— 
Let us be gone without delay.” Accordingly we 
ſet off at midnight: but Phanor could ſcarcely 
proceed, and only dragged himſelf along, ſinking 
under the weight of fatigue and famine; for 
during eight days he had ſubſiſted on a little 
flour and water. At break of day we perceived 
a 4 a {mall 
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An haute ons Kite Ae e 
Thither we haſtened, and in the name of all the 


gods of hoſpitality ſolicited for refuge. + The 
maſter of the houſe; a man of about fifty years 
bf age, generouſly granted our ' requeſt; - and 
gave us ſome breakfaſt, after which he left us 
to attend to his affairs. Phanor threw himſelf 
on a bed and preſently fell into a profound ſleep. 
As for me, his affecting ſituation, the ſingularity 
of the adventure, and the deſire of clearing it 
up, chaſed away the genius of repoſe. I was 
beginning, however, to grow drowſy when our 
hoſt entered with a wild affrighted air, ſaying, 
&* Strangers, whoſoever ye be, I have promiſed 
you hoſpitality, and you are under the protection 
of my houſehold gods; there are age in 
purſuit of you. As I was walking on the road, _ 
ſeveral officers of juſtice aſked me aheliee | 
had not ſeen two fugitive vagabonds pals by. 
I faid no; and that, indeed, was true. They 
are ſearching the next houſe, and doubtleſs will 
immediately come hither. Tou have not an 
inſtant to loſe. Follow me, and I will conceal 
you in a ſaſe place.” I inſtantly awakened 
Phanot, rouſing him with the greateſt difficulty 
from his too dangerous ſleep; and we followed 
our guide, who brought a long ladder, and, at 
0 two hundred paces from the houſe, made 
| 2 2. us 
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us deſcend into a well: “ There is no water,“ 
faid he, „ and, though you will be rather cold, 


I hope your ſtay will be ſhort. He then took 


away the ladder, and covered the well with 


. and ſtones. 

Thus were we back buried alive. in the bavwels 
1 the earth. Phanor was ſpeechleſs, unable to 
move, and half frozen with cold. My ſolicitude 
was the greater, as I was totally ignorant of the 
cauſe of all theſe events, and of the nature of 
the danger that threatened us. Nor was it poſ- 
ſible, at this time, to make inquiries of Phanor, 
who appeared alarmingly torpid and drowſy. 
I even ſuffered him to ſleep upon a bed of 
| ſtones, and we continued in our dungeon till 
the cloſe of day. At length the honeſt Phi- 
| liſtus, for that was the name of our hoſt, came 
to tell us the danger was paſt, and let down 
the ladder. I again rouſed Phanor and aſſiſted 
him to mount, for his debility was extreme, and 
I perceived that he was in a dangerous fever. 
Philiſtus put him in his own bed; and we had 
no ſooner left him than the wife of our hoſt 
came back from Miletus, telling us, the city 
was in the greateſt conſternation ; that the high- 
prieſt of Cybele had been aſſaſſinated in the 
night ; that the inhabitants were in the utmoſt 
. dread of the vengeance of the goddeſs ; that a 
| conſiderable reward had been promiſed to whoſo· 


cver 
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ever ſhould diſcoyer the murderer; and, ſhe 
added with vehemence, that the impious wretch 
who had dared to lay his parricidal hands on 
the miniſter of the gods ought to be 17 85 
alive. 
During this narration, I trembled fo, is 
and ſhuddered with horror; for I knew this 
high-prieſt was Phanor's rival. What. added 
to my embarraſſment the eyes of Philiſtus were 
conſtantly fixed on me, and I perceived that, in 
his own mind, he ſtrongly ſuſpected us of the 
murder. His wife now aſked him who we were: 
« Some travellers,” ſaid he; © one of whom 
has been taken very ill, and they have aſked 
me for hoſpitality.” This kind evaſive reply 
recalled my confidence, and convinced me of the 
honour of our hoſt, But no ſooner was his wife 
abſent than he preſſed me to declare whether we 
were the culprits ſought for, ſwearing by Caſtor 
and Pollux, the gods of hoſpitality, that in lieu 
of abuſing my confidence he would do his ut- 
molt to ' ſave us: I did not chooſe,” ſaid he, 
te to ſpeak before my wife, for ſhe cannot bear 
to hear even a joke againſt the prieſts, whom ſhe 
conſiders as the images of the Divinity.” — I 
am perfectly innocent,“ ſaid I, “ of this murder; 
but in gratitude for the frankneſs and honour of 
your conduct, I will not conceal that I ſuſpect 
73 my 
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my friend. © That old prieſt was his rival 
in love, and Phanor may, perhaps, have 
furprifed him with his miſtreſs. If ſo he 
may have endeavoured to revenge himſelf, 


and being young and vigorous, may have 
eaſily triumphed over the old hierophant. All 


cis, however, is mere conjecture. But Phanor 


is of an amiable temper, a very honeſt man, and 
incapable of committing any crime. If he has 
immolated the prieſt, it was doubtleſs a ſacrifice 
do ſelf-preſervation or revenge.” I then thanked 
' Philiſtus wich all the effuſions of expanding 
confidence for his noble generoſity and friendly 
hoſpitality. Ah l' cried he, * an incident 
which I'ſhall never forget has taught me ever 
to ſuccour and reſpect my fellow-men, eſpecially 
thoſe who are in diſtreſs. Before that period I 
was apathetic and inſenſible to the happineſs of 
others, or rather egotiſm had taken poſſeſſion 
of my heart, and paralyſed all its ſympathies. 
One evening a man, exhauſted with fatigue and 
worn out with indigence, came to my door and 
aſked for hoſpitality during the night. At firſt, 
J harſhly refuſed him, and treated him as an idle 
fellow and a vagabond. I am neither one nor the 
other,” ſaid he, in a ſoft and gentle tone of voice, 
but you have no occaſion to know who Iam; da 
but ſuffer me to fleep in your cow-houſe ; for the 
night 
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night is dark and threatens for heavy rain. This 
is all I aſk, nor do I wiſh to trouble you for any 
food. I have gathered ſome roots which will 
be ſufficient for me.” I was ſo hard-hearted, 
however, as to reject his prayer, and only per- 
mitted him to ſleep beneath the ſhed that joins 
the houſe, without even offering him a morſel of 
bread; and with this he contented himſelf, _ 
« At midnight I was ſuddenly awakened with 
a cry of murder and aſſaſſins! I ruſhed to the 
window and, by the light of the moon, ſaw the 
unfortunate traveller vigorouſly and courageouſly 
combating three men, who were cloſely preſſing 
him, though he had no other weapon than a 
large knotted ſtick, while his adverſaries were 
armed with poniards. As ſoon as he heard me 
he cried, * Arm yourſelf, theſe are robbers who 
are come to murder you! As he ſaid this he 
gave one of the aſſaſſins ſo powerful a blow that 
he brought him ſenſeleſs to the ground. I inſtantly 
ſeized an old pike and came to his affiſtance, 
on which the robbers took to flight, dragging 
their dying companion after them. | My 
wife and a ſervant now came out with a 
torch, and I perceived that my [gueſt was 
covered with blood: You are wound- 
ed?” ſaid I — Yes,” replied he, it is true 
I am wounded, but that is immaterial, for 1 
have ſaved your life.. We immediately carried 
24 him 
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him into my bed-room, and gave him every 
care and attention in our power; and when he 
had ſomewhat recovered his ſtrength, he told 

me that, while he was under the ſhed, where the 


| | | -night being very cold he could not ſleep, theſe 


three villains ſtopped near the ſpot where he 
lay, and, not perceiving him, began to contrive 
means of getting into the houſe to rob and murder 
me; that he had ruſhed upon them with his 
ſtick, and thus the combat began. After this 
narration he was worſe, and I left him under 
the care of my wife, while I went to Miletus 
for a-phyſician, who, alas! no ſooner probed 
the wounds than he declared them mortal. On 
hearing this, though my eyes had long for- 
gotten to weep, I began to ſhed tears, and my 
unfortunate gueſt thereby perceiving his doom 
was fixed, held out his hand, ſaying, « My 
dear hoſt, ceaſe your lamentations, I regret not 
the loſs of that life to which nothing could 
ever attach me. I have never been able to 
overcome my deſtiny, and have always been 
poor and wretched.” When I begged his par- 
don for the harſhneſs of my reception; Alas! 
ſaid he, it is not your fault but that of man- 
kind in general, or rather of the gods, who have 
formed the human heart of ſuch corrupt ma- 
terials.'—I now aſked him his name: My 
name, 'replied he, would be uſeleſs. to you, 
| | for 
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Ny * it will fon be blotted from the book of 


life. I have paſſed fifty years upon the earth 
in a conſtant ſtruggle againſt adverſity ; and 
though I have always acted virtuouſly, miſery 
has been my only reward. Pirates robbed me 
of the fruits of my commercial induſtry ; war 
devaſtated and ruined the farm which I ſtill 
retained, and my houſe was deſtroyed by fire. 
I have done ſome kind actions, yet have met 
with no reward but ingratitude : one boſom 
| friend denied my having depoſited a large ſum 
of money in his hands, and another repaid my 
hoſpitality by ſeducing my wife. I ſtill retained, 
however, an only ſon, my chief remaining hope, 
but he eloped with a baſe female ſlave and went 
to Egypt, where he periſhed in miſery, and 
debauchery, and I am this day about to com- 
plete the wretched tale by dying a victim to 
duty and humanity. Whence is this unequal. 
preference of the gods ; this fatality that devotes 
me, me alone, to ſo unceaſing a train of adver- 
ſity, while thouſands, who are loaded with crimes 
or branded with diſhonour, glide on in uninter- 
rupted enjoyment, rolling in wealth, in luxury, 
and in pleaſure ?—I replied to him that this 
apparent happineſs was frequently a mere illu- 
fion ; that if we examined into the hearts of 
theſe unprincipled beings, we ſhould often find 
them a ſcene of trouble, or infeſted with the un- 

| FR 
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cealing gnawings of an evil conſcience : and 
even were there any reality in their fancied 
happineſs the juſtice of the gods would puniſh 
them after death, whereas himſelf would enjoy 
that felicity which was the juſt reward of 
virtue in the Elyſian fields. If fo, re- 
turned he, why am I the object of their pre- 
dilection, or why are others born corrupt and 
vicious merely that they may be puniſhed with 
ſuch cruel torments?” This dilemma embar- 
raſſed me, and I broke off the converſation 
under pretext that it was too fatiguing for him. 
In the following night his cheſt ſwelled, the 
* motion of his heart relaxed, and life ſeemed 
quivering on his lip. I was now reſtored to hu- 
manity and ſenſibility, and ſhed the bitter tears of 
remorſe and gratitude over my benefactor, who 
ſhortly before he expired held out his hand 
to me, ſaying, in a feeble voice, Adieu! be 
juſt, be charitable, for that will be a per- 
petual conſolation, and eſpecially at the hour of 
death. Thus perceiving his laſt breath was 
about to take 1ts flight, I threw a veil over his 
head, and had no ſooner cut off the extremity 
of his hair, than the laſt ſigh announced the 55 
parture of his ſoul. 


e I buried him in my garden oppoſite to my 
houſe, that I might never ceaſe to have that 
dreadful but important leſſon before my eyes. 
F alſo Pur 0 on mourning, drefling myſelf in black, 
cutting 
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cutting off my hair and ſtrewing it over his 
tomb. I even cut off the hair from the crown of 
my head, as if I had loſt my father or my deareſt 
friend, and ſwore upon his aſhes that I would 
ever afterwards be more humane and hoſpitable. 
But night is approaching, and you muſt have 
need of repoſe, which, I hope, will ſoon reſtore 
the ſtrength of your friend. I imagine you will 
be ſafe here for ſome days, but I will go to- 
morrow to the port and inquire for a veſſel] to 
convey you ſecretly away. Whither do you 
wiſh to go?“ - Before we advance any farther 
into Aſia,” ſaid I, “ we would ſee Rhodes.“ 
« ”Tis enough,” ſaid he; “1 think I ſhall im- 
mediately arrange matters for you.” 

I roſe very late and found Phanor fitting up 
in bed with a ſmiling and - tranquil air, talking 
with Philiſtus ; {for a long and balmy ſleep had 
reſtored his ſtrength and cured his fever, 
We embraced with tears of joy, and Philiſtus 
told me he had found at the port a captain 
who was his friend, and who would ſet fail in 
three days for Rhodes, whither he had agreed 
to conyey us. * 

Philiſtus propoſed our breakfaſting by Pha- 
nor's bed-ſide :—< With pleaſure,” faid I. 
te provided he will relate to us the cataſtroz he 
| that terminated his amour ; for I am extremely 

| anxious 
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anxious to know how it ended: and beſides he 
ought to convince his hoſpitable hoſt that we 
are not unworthy of the generous reception he 
has given us.” —* Moſt willingly,” replied Pha- 
nor; © liſten to my ſtory, and then judge of 
my conduct and my innocence.” 
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C.H-A.P. LXXVIL -. - 
Adventure of Phanor, 


2 remember that I came full of joy to 

tell you of my aſſignation with Phryne. 
The place of appointment was a chapel in the 
temple of Cybele, and the time the duſk of the 
evening. Thither I repaired at a very early - 
hour, and concealing myſelf in a corner, waited 
with impatience for Phryne. While thus burn- 
ing with love, and panting with expectation, 
at length I ſaw a woman enter the temple 
veiled, and of Phryne's ſize and ſhape, on 
which I darted forward and claſped her in my 
arms; but ſhe immediately ſcreamed as if with 
terror, and I perceived it was not Phryne's 
voice, but that of a ſtranger. I diſcovered my 
error too late, for I was inſtantly attacked by 
three men, under the directions of a prieſt, who 
cried out, Sacrilege and profanation ! I would 
have defended myſelf, but was unarmed, and 
the three villians threw me down, bound my 


hands, and led me to a ſubterraneous dungeon, 
where 
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- where I was abandoned to the wild * 
of deſpair. 

4 The two firſt 05 the þ human being I 
ſaw was a ſlave, who brought me no other food 
than a little baked flour mixed with water, and 
replied to all my queſtions, 7 don't know. At 
length diſguſted at his laconic anſwers, I aſked 
him if he knew whether he was a man or a 
mule, but till he coldly replied, I don't know. 

-« On the third day the ſame men who had 
arreſted me, came to bring me before the tri- 
bunal of the prieſts, conſiſting of fix corybantes, 
or rather fix old monkeys, ſeated in great form, 

and affecting all the gravity of conſummate hy- 
pocriſy. At this tribunal, that villain, my rival, 
who preſided, reproached me with my impiety 
and irreligion. ' © How,” ſaid he, with a horrid 
grimace, © could you dare to violate the tem- 
ple of the mother of the gods, and inſult a wo- 
man in her preſence ! What a dreadful abomi- 
nation ! Are you ignorant of the vengeance of 
the goddeſs on Hippomenes and Atalanta, whom 
| ſhe changed into lions to draw her car, be- 
cauſe in their impatience to conſummate their 
nuptials, they had violated her temple ? Yer 
their crime was leſs heinous than yours, ſince 
they were united in the bonds of lawful wed- 


lock! You would doubtleſs have experienced 
25 the 
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the ſame chaſtiſement, had not our prayers - 


ſuſpended the thunders and the vengeance of the 
goddeſs; What have you to ſay in your juſtifi- 
cation?” Nothing, replied I, but that 1 
do not recognize the juriſdiction of your tribu- 
nal; I demand my liberty, and that Cybele be 
left to execute her own vengeance. If ſhe has 
metamorphoſed Hippomenes and Atalanta into 
lions, tremble left ſhe puniſh your barbarity, by 
changing each of you into monkeys or owls.” 
At theſe words they all at once exclaimed, 
chat I was an impious Atheiſt and deſerved no 
indulgence. <© However, ſaid the chief of 
theſe eunuchs, 4 my dear Dactyli, let us oppoſe 
clemency to inſolence, and juſtice to impiety. 
My ſon, your crime is proved and you deſerve 
death; but a charitable and pious ſpirit induces 
us to commute your ſentence, or rather to offer 
.you a reward in lieu of puniſhment, and make 
you happy inſtead of bringing you to the ſcaf- 
fold. We offer you the honour of becoming 
one of the miniſters of Cybele. In that capa- 
city you will participate our dignities, our gloty, 
and our riches; but to obtain this fayour, you 
muſt ſubmit to the ſame operation as ourſelyes, 
and by this facrifice to the Good Goddeſs, you 
will exterminate every impure deſire from your 
mind. Full of aſtoniſhment at this propoſal, 

; I replied, 
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I replied, The Good Goddeſs has no need of 
my ſervices. If you have been mutilated, ſo 
much the worſe for you; but I had rather be 
profane and retain my manhood, than become 
one of the effeminate and impotent corybantes; 
Keep your honours for thoſe who are more 
. worthy to enjoy them: I will not ſubmit to ſo 
baſe a ſacrifice.” This firm and ironical reply 
irritated my Judges, who ordered me to 
be carried back to priſon, till my repentance 
and reſignation ſhould render me worthy of the 
goddeſs's pardon. Thus, in ſpite of my remon- 
ſtrances and proteſtations, I was compelled to 
ſubmit to ſuperior ſtrength and return to *a 
dungeon. 
There the moſt Aebi reste ions e 
my mind. Placed between two dreadful alter- 
natives, either I was condemned to perpetual 
impriſonment, perhaps to a premature death ; or 
to be deprived of all that could render life deſir- 


able. 


« Three lingering days paſſed over me in this 
horrid ſituation. On the fourth, I was con- 
ducted to the old Dactylus my rival, who aſked 
me in a ſoft and wheedling voice, whether I 
ſtill perſiſted in my obſtinate refuſal, at the 
ſame time extolling to the ſkies the happineſs 
of a prieſt of Cybele. What happineſs,” faid I, 

© can 
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can ariſe from unneceſſary and contempti- 
ble privations, or how can my impotence ren. 
der Cybele more powerful ? *Tis not for 
us, replied he, to pry into the ſecrets of the 
gods. We ſee the effects alone, the cauſes are 
hidden from us.'— By Hercules,” ſaid I, it 
cannot be imagined the preſents of the gods to 
man were intended merely to decorate the 
walls of their own temples.” The old Dactylus 
therefore now perceiving I obſtinately per- 
ſiſted in my refolution, ſent me back to my 
dungeon; ſaying, © When you are tired of your 
| priſon, and indulge more rational en . 
you will let me know,” | 
© Thus was I again plunged in the molt 
dreadful perplexity. Shall I then,” cried I 
with rage, © become a prieſt of Cybele, à vile 
degraded reptile, deprived of the ſacred Prome- 
thean fire, the very ſoul of univerſal nature ? 
No, however dreadful the proſpect, I will ra- 
ther be for ever buried in a dark and loathſome 
dungeon, where the light of heaven never 
enters.” Thus was I ſinking under the weight 
of grief and horror; when on the ninth day of 
my confinement, a feeble ray of light from a 
little dormer window fell on a white ſtone fixed 
in the wall. This light, piercing through the 
ſhades of my priſon, awakened in my ſoul a ſlight 
Si Sk AA ſenſation 
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ſenſation of pleaſure, I involuntarily approached 
the ſtone, and contemplating it with the cloſeſt 


attention, perceived ſome half obliterated cha- 


raters which T attempted to decypher, and at 
length diſtinguiſhed the word Seek. This enig- 
marical inſcription puzzled and embarraſſed me. 
The ſtone projected, and, when I endeavoured 
to remove it, eaſily yielded to my exertions. I 
then put my hand into the hollow, where I 
found a poniard and a writing, with theſe words: 


prieſts of the temple, who endeavour, by the mo 
Horrid practices, to procure companions to their 
misfortunes. As I ſhall doubtleſs be ſucceeded by 


ether victims, I leave them this poniard either 


fo revenge themſelves or to terminate their miſery. 


When I read this, I ſhuddered with horror: 
Alas!“ cried I, theſe fanatical prieſts are the 


executioners of the divinity !' A ſudden thought, 
however, darted on my mind, and I conceivediit 
poſſible this weapon might avenge my injuries 
and burſt my fetters. I waited till evening, 
when I deſired my gaoler to tell the chief of the 
corybantes I wiſhed for a private interview with 
him. Upon this the prieſt immediately ſent one 
of his myrmidons for me, and having concealed 
my poniard in my drefs I attended him. 1 
had obſerved at my firſt interview that my 

e guard 


T died in this dungeon à victim to the ſanguinary 


8 
* 
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guard temained without while I done was 


cloſeted with the old prieſts, and at this ſecond 


interview the ſame arrangement took place. 


As foon as we were alone, he ſaid in an hypo- 


critical tone of voice, © Well, my ſon, reaſon 
has no doubt at length enlightened your mind, 
or at leaſt the Great Goddeſs has taken pity on 


you; my colleagues are irritated-at your obſti- 


nacy ; but I hope I ſhall be able to obtain your 
pardon, and procure you their favour.“ While 


he ſaid this, I was obſerving his motions, his 


attitude, and the part where I ought to ſtrike, 
But as I was ſtill ſilent, What!“ ſaid he, © do 


you make no anſwer ?— Yes,” replied I, that, 


that is my anſwer,” and plunged the poniard in 
his boſom. He ſtruggled with me, but I threw 
him down, kept his mouth ſhut, and with ano- 
ther ſtroke of the poniard, terminated his con- 
temptible exiſtence. I then quickly dreſſed 
myſelf in his clothes and came out, making a 
ſign to my guard to keep watch at the door; 
upon which they aroſe and made me a low ſa- 


lutation. Having paſſed this dangerous ſtrait, 


more terrific than that of Sylla and Charybdis, 
I wandered about through this vaſt edifice, 
of which the ichnography was totally unknown 
to me, and which was now enveloped in the 


darkneſs of night, At length I fortunately met 


AAZ N a ſlave 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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a flave with a torch. © Light me,” faid I, with 
a commanding voice, © to the outer gate, for 
an affair of importance obliges me to go our.” 
This man ſhowed me the way with the greateft 
reſpect; and no ſooner had I left him, than 1 
inſtantly threw off my ſacerdotal diſguiſe, and, 
_ almoſt naked and covered with blood, hurried 
 throvgh the ſtreets of Miletus, ſo much agitated 
that I could ſcarcely find my way home; where 
I again ſaw my dear Antenor, and embraced 
and bathed him in my tears.” OFT 
We praiſed the courage and addreſs of 
Phanor, and congratulated him on the ſucceſs 
with which fo bold an enterpriſe had been 
crowned. 5 £7 
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TY © H AP. LXXVILL 
Phanor”s plan of retirement. Arrival at Rhodes. 


2 I now informed Phanor that a paſlage was 
procured for us on board a veſſel bound for 
Rhodes. But, my dear friend,” faid I, “ in 
the-name of all the gods be more circumſpe& 
in your love adventures. It is faid Folly was 
condemned by Jupiter to be the guide of Love, 
whom ſhe had already blinded. Let us violate 
this Te, and for once make Prudence his 
companion.” —* Oh !” cried Phanor, I have 
formed a very different reſolution, From this 
moment I renounce all conqueſts, and every 
thing in the ſhape of woman. Love is but a 
cruel ſnare, concealed beneath a flowery ſurface. 
Henceforth I will live for myſelf alone, and 
purſue no pleaſures but thoſe of philoſophy. 1 
have been meditating a plan which I hope I 
ſhall ſhortly be able to put in practice. Not 
only will I ſhun that dangerous ſex, but all 
mankind, all human ſociety. Do but Jain, in 
my ſcheme, and you will inſure the happineſs 


AAS of 


— 
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of my life. I have heard of mount Athos as of 

a chain of mountains, full of wild and ſecret 
' receſſes, covered with wood, and watered, by 
innumerable rivulets and ſprings *., There we 
will chooſe a charming ſpot on the banks of 
ſome pure and limpid ſtream, where we will 


build a houſe with an agreeable proſpect, rather 
commodious than magnificent, and ſufficiently 
- capacious for ſix perſons, together with their do- 
meſtics. We ſhall eaſily find four companions 
worthy to be united in our future plans of life ; 
but we will only admit fingle men or widowers. 
Women ſhall be irrevocably excluded from our 
community, for they are the cauſe of all the 
torments to which man is ſubject. We will 
have a ſelect and valuable library, cultivate 
2 large garden, and thus furniſh our table with 
abundance of wholeſome food. Once in every 
decade we will aſſemble in the library, whither 
every onedſhall bring the verſes and other pro- 
ductions to which his genius and induſtry may 
have given birth. The hour of our meals ſhall 
be fixed, and that | ſhall be the only reſtraint 
upon our liberty. Throughout the remainder of 
eden each cœnobite ſhall employ his time 


„ This mountain 1s now called Monte Santo, becauſe i it is 
a monaſteries of the order of St. Baſil, ; 
{ 28 
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as he pleaſes, provided he diſtharge the duties 
of the community which we muſt perform by 
turns. Over the door ſhall be infcribed the 
words, Liberty, Philoſophy, and Repoſe; and 
every month a preſident ſhall be elected to re- 
gulate the affairs of our little republic. There, 
in total freedom from every ſpecies of inquie- 
tude, whether of ambition or of love, re- 
preſſing thoſe reſtleſs paſſions which perpetually 
- torment mankind, and thoſe tumultuous ſolici- 
tudes that hurry them away with a conſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion of illuſions, exerciſing our ſouls and 
bodics by. moderate labour and ſtudy, happy 
in the preſent, not regretting the paſt, and un- 
anxious for the future, our lives ſhall-glide away 
in one continued dream of pleaſure, and ter- 
minate at length in the peaceful repoſe. of the 
tomb. Your plan,” ſaid I, « when thus ele- 
gantly pourtrayed, affords | a charming picture 
of tranquil and happy life, though perhaps 
ſomewhat deficient in variety: yet I fear tis 
only the ephemeral birth of miſanthropy and 
diſguſt. Moſt men, when their days become 
burdenſome, or when they are ſcratched by the 
thorns of ſociety, place their ſupreme good in 
ſolitude and tranquillity ; but the experiment 
diſpels the illuſion; and then, growing more tired 
Feat 244 | 0. 
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of themſelves than of the world, repentance takes 
poſſeſſion of their hearts, and that apathetic laſſi- 
tude of mind attendant on a total vacancy of 
active purſuit, drives them once more into the 
vortex of contending paſſions among the ſociety 
of their ſpecies. Take, therefore, at leaſt a year 
or two to conſider of your ſcheme, and if you 

Kill continue in the ſame mind, I promiſe to 
aſſiſt you in building your philoſophical fortreſs 
in the wildeſt receſſes of Mount Athos.” 

When the time of our departure arrived, the | 
worthy Philiſtus conducted us in the night-time 
to the port of Miletus, where we parted from 
him with the regret of gratitude, eſteem, and 
friendſhip, after expreſſing the warmeſt acknow- 
ledgments for his kindneſs and hoſpitality. 
Our voyage was ſhort, for a briſk and fa- 
vourable gale ſoon carried us into Rhodes. 
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Deſcription of Rhodes and of the Coloſſus. Man- 
ners of the mbabitants. New Amour \of 
Phanor. Precipitate departure from Rhodes. 
Arrival at Sidon. Deſcription of Mount Li- 
anus. ges a 7 


— 4 


s we approached Rhodes, we were filled 

with wonder and admiration at the mag- 
nificent appearance of that celebrated city, which 
riſes in a ſplendid amphitheatre extending as 
far as the ſea fide. Its arſenals, its walls, 
and its ports, are all highly elevated and de- 
fended with lofty towers. The ſight of its im- 
menſe Coloſſus, bgtween whoſe legs our veſſel 
paſſed in full ſail, excited a ſenſation of aſtoniſh- 
ment we had never before experienced. This 
immenſe ſtatue, which is formed of braſs and. 
repreſents -Apollo, ſtands on two enormous 
rocks at the entrance of the port, and is dedi- 
cated to the ſun. Its height is ſeventy cubits, 
and few men are able even to embrace its 
thumb, for the fingers are of the length of a com- 
mon-ſized ſtature, It is the work of Chares of 
| 13 | Lindus, 
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| Lindus, the diſciple of Lyſippus, who was twelve 
years in completing this ſtupendous work *. 

Our captain procured us a lodging in the 
houſe of an aged merchant, a man of confined 
views and narrow mind, who had enriched - 
himſelf by commerce, but had increaſed his for- 
tune more by rigid and parſimonious economy, 
than by ſucceſsful and well employed induſtry. 
Full of himſelſ, and of the imaginary conſe- 
quence his riches conferred on him, he indulged 
that ſweeteſt illuſion of the heart, which led 
him to attribute the favours of Fortune to the 


extenſiveneſs of his genius and the brilliangy of 
his talents. BE 4 


This . ſtatue, ths having ſtood fifry- fix years, 
was thrown down by an earthquake ; but even when. ſub- 
verted, aſtoniſhed the imagination of every beholder. At 
that time its ſides were cracked, and opened into vaſt hollow 
caverns. Fr. Ed. | 15 

Tt remained in ruins eight hundred and ninety-four 
| years; during which the Rhodians, who received ſeveral large 
contributions to repair it, divided the money among them- 
ſelves, thus fruſtrating the intention of the donors, under pre- 
text of a prohibition from the oracle of Delphi. In 672 
A. C. it was ſold by the Saracens, then maſters of the iſland, 
to a Jew merchant, who loaded nine hundred camels. with 
the braſs, the value of Ng" 'has been ene, at 36,0001. 
ſterling. | 

When landing, - a . fairoals ran to the top, From 
which the ſhores of Syria, and ſhips failing on the. coaſt of 
Egypt, were eafily diſtinguiſhed by means of * bung 
on the neck of the ſtatue, T. N. H 

C 
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He had a daughter about ſixteen. years. of age, 
whom he watched with the jealouſy of an Argus, 
and eſteemed a prodigy of accompliſhments. She 
was a girl of low ſtature and a brown complex- 
ion, with a large mouth, a flat noſe, round and 
purblind eyes, a wanton caſt of countenance, 
and diſplayed her large and motherly neck 
to every beholder. As ſoon as I ſaw her, I ſaid 
to Phanor, * I hope this nymph will not make 

us quit Rhodes fo rapidly as we left Miletus 2” 
Oh,“ cried he, © I promiſe you, that for 
me ſhe ſhall be ſacred ; I ſhall conſider her ag 
the palladium of Rhodes, and it would be 2 

breach of politeneſs to carry it away. 2 

Ik̃be city of Rhodes derives its name from 
the immenſe quantity of roſes which perfume 
and embelliſh its environs, and which grow 
there with unparalleled luxuriance. We alſo ſaw 
near a hundred Coloſſi, which, though inferior to 
that dedicated to the ſun, would give celebrity 
to any other country. The temples, the public 
buildings, the ftreets, the theatres, every object 
that ſtrikes the eye in this ſplendid city bears 
the ſtamp of beauty and of grandeur, The at- 
| moſphere too is ſo ſerene and pure, that one of 
the inhabitants, though an elderly man, aſſured 
me, he had never known a ſingle day when the 
ſun did not ſhine either in the morning or the 
evening: 
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evening : the ſoil is uncommonly 7 EY the 
trees extremely beautiful and luxuriant, and 
the wines, the grapes, and the _— of the 
iſland univerſally celebrated. 

The manners of the inhabitants are grave, their 
_ Urefs ſimple and modeſt ; and they walk flow 
without puſhing one againſt another like the 
citizens of Athens. 

Rhodes too is the abode of philoſophy and 
of ſcience, and its academy is one of the moſt 
flouriſhing that has ariſen in Greece. It is ſaid 


the | philoſopher Ariſtippus, when ſhipwrecked 
on this iſland, and not knowing where he was, 
no ſooner perceived on the beach ſome geome- 
trical diagrams delineated in the ſand, than he 
exclaimed, © Courage, 4 friends, I perceive 
here the veſtiges of man.” 

This iſland boaſts of having given birth to 
Protogenes, one of our moſt celebrated painters. 
Unfortunately for us he was then at Corinth; 
we were informed, however, of the manner in 
which he became acquainted with Apelles, who 
coming to ſee him at Rhodes, and not finding 
him at home, ſketched out a ſmall figure and 
went away without leaving his name; Protogenes 
no ſooner beheld theſe light and maſterly ſtrokes 
than he exclaimed, with admiration, Ah, this 


muſt be Apelles himſelf! He is moſt certainly 
g p 4 at 


| 


5 
* 


IN” GREECE AND ASIA. 365 
at Rhodes!” He then took his pencil and 
drew an outline ſtill more correct and delicate. 
When Apelles returned, Protogenes was again 
from home, but what he had juſt delineated 


being ſhewn him, he felt himſelf vanquiſhed 


and drew a new ſketch ; which Protogenes 
perceiving to be far ſuperior. to his own, ran all 
over the city to find his rival, with whom he 
en contracted the moſt intimate friendſhip. 

We were allo told that Protogenes was 
ſeven years painting his Ialyſus, a celebrated 
hunter and deſcendant of the Sun. This is the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of all his works, and during 
the whole performance he liyed on lupines and 
water, in order to attain to greater flights of 
fancy. 

We had now been a decade and a half at 
Rhodes, enjoying all its pleaſures and amuſe-| 


* The countrymen of Protogenes were ignorant of” his 
| great excellence as a painter, till Apelles came to Rhodes 
and offered'to buy all his works ; after which, his labours 


were liberally rewarded. 


When Demetrius Poliorcetes beſieged Rhodes, be refuſed 
to ſet fire to a part of the city, which might have made him 
maſter of the whole, becauſe Protogenes was then working 
in that quarter; and when the town was taken, and the con- 


| queror, who found him in a garden cloſely employed in finiſh- 
ing a picture, aſked him why he ſhowed ſo little concern at 


the general calamity, he replied, that Demetrius made 
war againſt the * and not againſt the fine arts. T. N. 


ments, 


* 
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ments, and induſtrioufly viſiting all the beauties 
and wonders t exhibits. Every morning I 
went to the celebrated Coloſſus, which I could 
not ſatiate myſelf with vie wing and admiring. But 
at ſun-riſe, on the fixteenth day, my hoſt came 
into my chamber, with a face full of rage and 
fury, and roughly deſired me immediately to 
quit his houſe. I aſked him the reafon of this 
ſudden requeſt, but he only anſwered, * Go, and 
join your companion, and he will tell you.“ 
&« What,” ſaid I, “is not Phanor in his cham- 
ber? No, replied he, he went away in 
the night, and took the ſhort road through the 
window. Would to God he had broken his 
neck! I was now greatly alarmed, and requeſted 
he would explain himſelf more fully. But in 
lieu of vouchſafing any further reply, he turned 
his back, and in the oo form, ſaid, Fare- 
well ! till we meet again.” 

I was now roaming about the ſtreets full of 
aſtoniſhment at this event, and very. uncaſy on 
account of Phanor, who, I doubted not, had 
fallen into his accuſtomed error with the mer- 
chant's daughter, notwithſtanding. her total want 
of _ perſonal attractions. Preſuming he would 
naturally paſs through the great ſquare, I went 
thither ro ſeek for him; nor was I diſappointed: 

for I preſently ſaw him approach with a laughing 


air, a 
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air, which tranquilized my alarms; and he faid 
to me as he came up, | ce have been looking for 
you theſe four hours.“ And why,“ exclaimed 
I, * did you go out ſo early ?”=— In conſe- 
quence,” returned he, * of the urgent requeſt of 
our dear hoſt.” He told me,” ſaid I, * that you 
had leaped out of the window.“ He has told 
you no lie,” replied he ; * but this leap was not 
quite ſo dangerous as that of Leucadia. I will 
tell you the whole at a more convenient time. 
I am juſt come from the port, where I have 
engaged our paſſage on board a veſſel bound 
for Sidon. Let us go and embark immediately, 
and from Sidon we will go into Paleſtine.” 

We had no ſooner paſſed between the legs 
of the Coloſſus; than a light breeze began to 
| ſport among the ſails, and waft us gently over 
the ocean. The evening was charming, and the 
view of the ſetting ſun and of an extenſive and 
tranquil ſea afforded us a ſight equally pleaſing 
and magnificent. Phanor and I ſeated ourſelves 
upon the deck, and there =y friend related to 
me his adventure. 

c You know,” ſaid he, hat Phocilis, the 
daughter of our hoſt, is not a little ugly.” — 

« Did you not, however,” replied I, „take it 
in your head to fancy her poſſeſſed of the 
charms of Venus? “ By no means,” returned 
Phanor; © I was not ſo much deceived : but 

it 
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It was ſne who found- the charms in me, and 
took it in her head to fall in love with me. At 
firſt ſhe attacked me by ogling me with amo - 
rous glances and languiſhing looks, to which I 
politely anſwered by ſome little ſtrokes of gal- 
lantry, till, by inſenſible degrees, a kind of at- 
tachment began to be formed on both ſides, 
and our hearts reciprocally trepidated with 
love. She gave me an aſſignation laſt night in 
her own chamber, which I thought no man of 
the leaſt pretence to gallantry could poſſibly 
refuſe. Having perfumed myſelf with the moſt 
precious eſſences, I went ſoftly at the appointed 
hour to ſcratch at her door; where ſhe was 
expecting me in the moſt enticing diſhabille. 
We were already in each other's arms in all the 
palpitation of reciprocal and extatic delight, for 
ſhe now gave a looſe to the violence of her 


5 paſſion, when ſome dæmon brought her father 


to put all our happineſs inſtantaneouſly to flight. 
He knocked violently at the door, calling 
aloud and inſiſting on being admitted. Filled 
with alarm and terror, my Venus requeſted me 
inſtantly to jump out of the window, aſſuring 
me it was not at all a dangerous leap. But 
although in a very awkward ſituation, and 
ſtrongly impreſſed with a recollection of the 
Adventure of Miletus, I heſitated at giving my 
fair one this proof of my agility, I would 

2 5 rather 
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rather have compounded. with the enemy who 
now redoubling his tumult, and - ſhaking the 


door violently, as if forcing 1 it open, J ventured 
on the ſhorteſt road into the ſtreet, where, not- 


withſtanding the concuſſion, I arrived ſafe and 10 


ſound. This is the beginning and ending of the 
whole ſtory,” “ Well,” ſaid 1, „ it is not very 
long, but you have ſoon forgotten Mount 
Athos and your ſweet and tranquil enjoyments, 
_ which were to ariſe wholly from ſtudy and phi- 
loſophy ?”—< You have allowed me,” repliedhe, 
« two years to conſider of it, and I ought to 
improve that interval by gaining inſtruktion in 
the ſchool of experience. | 
The next day we had a freſh 1 8 100 
paſſed before the iſland of Cyprus, whoſe 
inhabitants pretend to be countrymen of Homer. 
We ſaw the city of Paphos, in which is one of 
the moſt famous of the temples of Venus, and 
ſaluted it from a diſtance, as did the an | 
crew. | 
When we 4204 at Sidon, Phanor * a 
« ſalute the mother of Thebes, for we are a 
colony of Sidon.” This city is ſituated in a 
very fine plain, and has a very commodious 
port. The inhabitants have a great aptitude 


It is now much decayed, and) is called | Zaide, or Seide. 
vol. 11, 8 B: for 
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for the arts, and the women excel in works 
of embroidery. 

The greateſt curiolity of this country is 
| Mount Libanus ; whoſe ancient cedars of the 
fineſt and proudeſt growth tower in the air as 
far as the eye can ſee, while the ground is 
covered with balſamic and odoriferous herbs. 
In this mountain too are quarries of the 
vwhiteſt marble. It produces a great quantity 
of incenſe ; we ſaw innumerable victims fatten- 
ing for ſacrifice, and fix rivers, among which 
is the Jordan, take their riſe, in the moun- 
We made a very ſhort ſtay at Sidon, not- 
withſtanding the tender name of mother given 
it by Phanor: for we were anxious to arrive at 
Jeruſalem, and to fee that nation of Hebrews 
who, though ſometimes ſpoken of in Aſia Minor, 
are unknown throughout the reſt of the world ; 
being conſidered by the Greeks as an uncivilized 
and barbarous people. 


Ix ͤ GREECE AND ASIA. 
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Manners of the Hebrews. Deſcription of as 
T, = RO Vengeance of their God. 


1 is not without ſufficient reaſon that the 
Greeks deſpiſe the Hebrew nation. They 
are not only the dupes and votaries of a baſe and 
ridiculous ſuperſtition, but are ſtill more de- 
graded, by. the barbarous ruſticity of their man- 
ners. Their prevailing vice is avarice. Proud 
in the midſt of miſery, they boaſt of their fabu- 
lous origin, and have the. effrontery to deſpiſe 
all other nations who juſtly regard them as the 
enemies, of mankind. They live ſeparately from 
all the other inhabitants of the earth, and will 
neither unite round the ſame. table, nor in the 
ſame prayers, ſacrifices, and libations. They 
equally deſpiſe literary talents. and the fine arts, 
and above all entertain a ſovereign contempt for 
ſculpture. They confider ſtatues as objects of 
ridicule or abhorrence, and the mere offspring 
of extreme idleneſs. All their induſtry is con- 
fined to the mere cultivation of the earth, and they 
know no happineſs but their patriarchal ruſticity, 
which they purſue without interruption, except 


BB2 when 
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when their debaſing ſuperſtition diſturbs their 
tranquillity. The women knead bread, drefs 
their viduals, ſpin wool, weave ſtuffs, and make 


their clothes, They are very frugal in their 


meals, but it is prohibited to eat pork, that 
animal being conſidered by them as unclean, 
or to eat blood, fat, or fiſh that are without 
ſcales, or beaſts that have not cloyen feet. 

Their government is theocratic; that is to ſay, 
their king or ſupreme head is their god Adonai ; 
but as this god is inviſible, - they neither have 
a conſtitution nor a political economy, being 


entirely under the influence and government of 


their prieſts, who make Adonai ſpeak me 
to their intereſt or caprice. 
We met with a very bad reception at Jebel 


falem, for the Jews ſhun all ſtrangers, nor could 


we ever obtain the privilege of dining with any 
of them. They were even conſtantly alarmed 


leſt we might have eaten Pork, or touched fome 


unclean animal. 
| We lodged at the houſe of one Foklthiu, 
who had four wives. . Polygamy may have ſome 
momentary attractions for men of voluptuous 
imaginations, but the truly wiſe will ever con- 
fider it as a moſt oppreſſive burden. This 
man's houſe was a continual ſcene of diviſions, 
cabals, and domeſtic commotions ; and the 
children of each of the women had as many 

ſtepmothers 


—_ 
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oO epmorhers as their father had ſuperfluous _ 


3 


wives. 

This nation, like the Greeks, hold bodily 
ſtrength in very high eſteem, but they totally 
neglect the cultivation of the mind. They 
deſpiſe the ſtudy of foreign languages, and all 


their library is reduced to the book of their 


law, which every Hebrew is obliged to ſtudy 
daily, eſpecially on that which they call 
their Sabbath, a few other books, and the 
writings of their king Solomon, which conſiſt 
of three thouſand parables, one thouſand five 
hundred canticles, and ſome treatiſes on plants 
and animals. 

Jonathan informed us their anceſtors were 
fugitives from Egypt, from which country they 
brought away the plate of the natives ; that they 
had wandered about during forty years in ex- 


. tenſive deſerts before they arrived in Pa- 


leſtine; that by a peculiar miracle of their god 
Jehovah their ſhoes and their clothes had not 
worn out during that period; that thoſe of 
the children had lengthened and widened in 


proportion as they grew up; and that barbers 


became uſeleſs, becauſe neither their beards, 
their nails, nor their hair grew, but conſtantly 
remained exactly in their original ſtate *. 


® This W St. Joftin and 
St. Jerome. ö 


„ He 


, * 
N 
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He alſo informed me, their king Saul had 
exacted from a young man, named David, 
one hundred foreſkins of the Philiſtines as a 
' dowry for his daughter Michal, and that this 
young warrior had preſented him with two hun- 
dred in full tale. 


Their mourning is extremely ſevere. 1 
our ſtay our hoſt having the misfortune to loſe 


bis brother, immediately began to tear his 


clothes, beat his breaſt, put his hands on his 
head, and cover himſelf with duſt and aſhes, 
inſtead of the perfumes wich which he embalmed 
himſelf in times of joy and merriment. He 
ſhaved his hair and his beard, and, omitting to 

waſh himſelf, wore no other dreſs than a dirty 
ragged ack. He walked with his feet and 
head bare, his face covered; and ſometimes 
wrapped himſelf in his cloak, that he might not 
| behold the light, or to conceal his tears. He 
faſted near a month, eating nothing till ſunſet, and 
then only bread or vegetables, and drank no- 
thing bot water. He continued the whole day 
ſitting upon the earth, lay on aſhes, ſometimes 
in. the profoundeſt ſilence, ſometimes chanting 
out a mournful pſalm, which, like the ſcream of 
a ſcreech-owl, depreſſed the mind of every 
hearer. Phanor obſerved, however, that in 
licu of ſo deeply deploring the death of a 
brother 
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brother Jew, he ought to rejoice; ſince he 
was the moſt ſtinking animal upon earth. _ 
Me were. preſent at a ſingular ſpecies of reſt 
or trial, the effect of which is ſaid to be infallible. 
A woman ſuſpected by her huſband of adultery, 
was ſentenced to drink water of jealouſy, 
which is a mixture of water and aſhes conſe- 
crated by the high-prieſt, We were aſſured 
that when the woman is guilty ſhe ſwells and dies 
upon the ſpot. This woman, however, neither 
© ſwelled nor died, nor had we the good fortune 
of meeting with any really adulterous woman 
to judge of the effects of this water. Another 
ſingular cuſtom is, that a man may repudiate his 
wife if ſhe ſuffers the meat to be overdone. ... 
Me paid a viſit to the Temple built by king 
Solomon. Though this edifice has been ſo 
hyperbolically praiſed, it is far from exhibiting 
the elegance, the taſte, and the magnificence of 
the temple of Diana at Epheſus, of Apollo 
at Delphi and Miletus, of Jupiter Olympius, 
8 or of the Parthenon at Athens, and 1 
others. 

10 this Temple we were conducted 2 a 
| relation of. Jonathan named Achiſh, It is but 
one hundred and, fifty, feet ſquare; and no one 
is allowed to enter. it but the ſacrificers, nor 
even they, except at certain fixed hours night 
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and morning to light the lamps, and offer up 
loaves of bread and incenſe. 
The high-prieſt alone is permitted to enter 
the ſanctuary where the ark of the law is n | 
and that only once a year. 

The whole edifice is lined with cedar-wood, 
. which is ornamented with ſculpture, and covered 
with plates of gold. In front is a ſquare tower in 
which is the altar of the holocauſts. This altar is 
accompanied with ten great braſs baſins ſet upon 

caſters. t The veſſel to the right,” ſaid Achiſh, 
ce which is ſupported by twelve oxen, is called the 
brazen ſea, and the prieſts are obliged onder 
pain of death to waſh their feet and hands before 
they offer up the ſacrifices.” 

Our guide now conducted us to the chaniber 
where the treaſures were depoſited, particularly 
the ſacred veſſels of gold and filver, and the 
ureſſes of the prieſts, He ſhewed us the maga- 
zines where the offerings appropriated for the 
food of the prieſts, Levites, widows, and or- 
Phans are kept. They have other repoſitories 
of wine and oil for the libations, of ſalt for 
ſeaſoning the offerings, and of lambs for ſacri- 
fices, ** Two of theſe,” ſaid he, © are offered 
up every morning and evening, and this we call 
*. l burnt· offering. 0 the Sabbath 
| and 
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and other holidays, the ſacrifices. are greatly 
\ multiplied, independent of the offerings of pri- 
vate individuals. In this edifice,” continued 


he, © our great king Solomon ſacrificed twenty» 


two thouſand fatted oxen, and one hundred and 
twenty thouſand ſheep in one day“. And 
where,” cried Phanor, * could they find veſſels 
enough to dreſs them ?” 
We then viſited the kitchens and refec- 
- tories of the facrificers, the apartments where 
the Levites watch the Temple night and day, 
thoſe of the Levites who act as muſicians, and 


Fi the hall where the ſupreme council is held. 


We were preſent at one of theſe Hacrifices, 
when ſome private individuals killed the victims, 
and prepared and dreſſed them. The prieſts 
ſpread the blood round the victim, lighted the 
fire and placed on it the part of the animals 
that were to be offered vp to their god. | 

Their high-prieſt is not only the head of 
their religion, and the ordinary judge of all 
queſtions relative to religion, but alſo of every 
thing that relates to civil juſtice, | 

The Jews pretend that when this prieſt 


wears his chief ornaments, their god makes 


him the oracle of truth, anſwers all his in- 
quiries, and reveals to him the hidden events 
of futurity. — 


P See 1 Kings, viii. - | 2 
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This prieſt cannot put on mourning for any 
| of his relations, not even his father and mother, 


nor can he enter any place where a dead body . | 


lies, becauſe that would defile him. 

He can only marry a virgin, and his dreſs, 
* which is far more magnificent than that of the 
other prieſts, conſiſts of a linen tunic, woven 
in a peculiar manner: over this he wears a long 
robe of ſky-blue or hyacinth colour, at the lower 
edge of which is a border compoſed of gold bells, 
and pomegranates in wool of various colours. 
The Hebrews reckon their time by weeks 
of ſeven days, one of which they appropriate 
to devotion and idleneſs, calling it the Sabbath 
of the Lord. They carry their reſpect for it 
ſo far, that our | hoſt being on that day in- 
formed his ſtable was on fire, dared not attempt 
to extinguiſh it, and ſuffered it to be entirely 
conſumed, together with two aſſes, who fell in- 
nocent victims to the folly of their maſter. 

At this period Jeruſalem was in a ſtate of 
great inteſtine diviſion. and commotion . Two 
very ambitious men, violent enemies to each 
other, had raiſed up the flames of diſcord in 
that capital; namely Onias the high- prieſt, and 
Simon of the tribe of Benjamin, gdvernor of the 


®* This ſtory and the following are taken from the Apo- 
eryphp! book of 2 Maccab. c. iii. and c. v. v. 2, 3. See alſo 
Univ. Hiſt. X. 255. and Joſephus, lib. de Maccab. T. N. 
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| temple. The latter endeavoured to ruin his adver- 
ſary by communicating to the king of Syria 
that the temple of Jeruſalem was full of trea- 
ſures, -on which that monarch ſent ſome troops, 
under the command of Heliodorus, to ſeize 
them. This general entered the temple at the 
head of his troops, while Phanor and myſelf 
followed the crowd, who were full of confterna= - 
tion, making the air reſound with the moſt dread- 
ful cries, and the women tearing their hair and 
their clothes. The temple would now have been 
pillaged and ſacked, had not their god Adonai 
ſaved it by a miracle. A man on horſeback. 
came down from heaven, and overthrew. Helio- 
dorus while yet in the temple, and trod him 
under foot: at the ſame time two young men, 
whom they call angels, furiouſly attacked him, 
and drove him from the temple, flogging him 
with whips; and what increaſed the wonder of 
the miracle, his ſoldiers were panic-ſtruck and 
motionleſs with terror and diſmay. | 
After this exemplary puniſhment Heliodorus 
quitted the city, ſwearing by his god, Belus, 
to have nothing more to do with Adonai or 
Jehovah, the god of the Jews, whoſe emiſſaries 
flogged him with ſo much violence. | 
Me were ſoon diſguſted with our viſit to this 
. miſerable city, and I propoſed to Phanor, pro- 
vided 
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vided he was not ſmitten by ſome Hebrew 
beauty, to ſet off for Babylon, to which he 
readily conſented, faying, he preferred even 
his Phocilis of Rhodes, to the fineſt woman in 
all Jeruſalem. > 
Previous to our departure, v we were witneſſes 
to a ſtill more wonderful prodigy than that of 
Heliodorvs. - 
One morning my hoſt Jonathan came and 
waked me ſuddenly, "ag ce Riſe quickly, and 
come upon the roof of the houſe to ſee this 
Rupendous phenomenon in the air.“ “ What!” 
faid I,” is it a flight of ne, of crows, or of 
locufts.” “ By no means,” replied he, © there 
are two armies of horſe and foot fighting in the 
clouds.” —* Heavens,” cried I, © tis very 
dangerous; ſuppoſe they fall upon us!” At 
theſe words, all the muſcles of his face were 
involuntarily contracted, and I perceived that 
no man can bear to ſee his follies openly ridi- 
culed. I therefore haſtily dreſſed myſelf, and 
aſcended the roof of the houſe, which was 
- formed into a terrace, and where I found all the 
family afſembled together with their domeſtics. 
The flreets and the roofs of all the houſes were 
crowded with ſpectators, whoſe eyes were all 
turned towards the heavens, obſerving the com- 


bat of the two armies. This fight cauſed at 
once 
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once univerſal admiration and terror, and men, 
women, and children ſereamed, and implored 
their god Adonai. Jonathan, who ſtood near 
me, faid, Do you ſee the horſes and thoſe ca- 


valiers covered with gold, ruſhing together in 
crowds? ſee how thoſe neareſt us are driven 


back and fly, how the infantry with ſword in 
hand, and ſhields of gold, defend themſelves; 
and alternately yielding or returning to the 


charge, drive their enemies before them.“ 1 
opened my eyes and mouth as wide as poſſible, 


to ſee all this wonderful fight, yet could only 


diſcover a few clouds of various forms and co 


lours floating in the air. Indeed I told Jona- 
than ſo; but he replied, < that I muſt be ſhort- 
ſighted, which, for fear of the conſequences, I 
confeſſed was the fact. But Phanor, who was 
either leſs prudent or leſs politic than myſelf, 
replied to an old woman, who aſked him what 


he ſaw, that he could diſcover nothing but a 


parcel of fools gaping at the ſky. This plea- 
ſantry had nearly cauſed us to be ſtoned, had we 
not averted the ſtorm with money, which is the 


ſupreme god of that avaricious nation. This 
battle 1n the air was ſaid to continue two entire 


days. 


During this whole time the people were con- 


ſtantly praying, ſacrificing, weeping, and ſcream- 
3 955 14 ing 
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ung to their God, till at length both armies re- 


tired, the heavens became pure and ſerene, 
and peace once more deſcended upon the earth. 
As thouſands of eye · witneſſes ſaw and at- 
teſted theſe two miracles, I will not by a miſ- 
placed pyrrhoniſm attempt to deny either their 
poſſibility or their reality, but leave it to every 
one to believe or not as he pleaſes ; according 
tothe extenſiveneſs of his phy ical or Moral viſion. 
Paleſtine is almoſt everywhere covered with 
barren rocks, on which the inhabitants have 
laid a little earth and planted vines. This earth, 
which is mixed with fragments of ſtone, is ſuſ- 
tained by low walls. The whole ſoil indeed is 
very arid; paſtures are very rare, and at beſt only 
adapted to feed aſſes. The oxen are very lean, 
though their ſheep thrive better; and the fruir 
of their olive trees is of a good quality. In this 
country it very raręly rains, and there are very 
few fountains ; but the want of them is partly 
ſupplied at a vaſt expence by means of ciſterns. 

Before we left Jeruſalem, we had the curiolity 
to viſit the tomb of a celebrated woman named 
Helen, which is three ſtadia from the city. The 
door of this ſepulchre, which like the reſt is of 
marble, opens of itſelf on a certain day and 
hour, by means of a mechanical contrivance, 
and ſhuts ſoon after : but at all other times it 
cannot be opened without breaking it in pieces. 
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Expedition on | the e Tbe two „ friends 
dine with ſome labourers. Hiſtory and adpen- 


tures of the Neſtor of the village. 
4 #3 


FT OFARDs the approach of ſpring we arrived 

at the banks of the Euphrates. * This 
broad, deep, and rapid river takes its riſe in 
Armenia, whence we failed down it to Babylon. 
The ſky was ſerene, the heat moderate, the 
foliage of the trees exhibited a beautiful variety 
of tints, and in the diſtance were extenſive plains 
of corn, whoſe ſurface yielded like the waves 
of the ſea before the wind. The flax and beans 
were near their period of maturity, and the trees 
were full of bloſſoms. Such was the faſcinating 
proſpect we beheld on the banks of the * 
phrates, 

Our bark, which was rounded like, a 8 
was formed of willow tree, and covered witk 
ſkins: a mode of conſtruction practiſed in all 
the boats uſed in the navigation of this river. 
Of theſe boats the bottom is filled with ſtraw, 
after which they are loaded with merchandize, 
4 | 14 | and 
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and thus are abandoned to the ſtream ; their 
' cargoes conliſting principally of palm-tree 
wine. Two men ſteer them, and one aſs or 
more is put on board each boat according to its 
ſize. When theſe men arrive at Babylon they 
fell their merchandize, the framing of their veſ- 


ſel and the ſtraw, and, loading their . 


aſs, return home to Armenia. 

We were about a hundred ſtadia from Ba- 
bylon, when at noon we perceived a ſmall wood 

of a moſt inviting appearance, being ſkirted by 
large maſſes of fine tall ſpreading willows, 
. whoſe long bending branches often kiſſed 
the water. Pomegranates and palm-trees ſcat- 
tered: on either bank, formed various little 
groves, intermixed with flowering ſhrubs ; and 
the caſſia grew beſide the ſycamore, delighting 
the eye with cluſters of yellow flowers, ſimilar 
to thoſe of the cytiſus. A little farther we ſaw 
| ſeveral little hamlets, conſiſting of a few carth- 
built huts of circular form, and ſhaded by 
palm-trees. On the oppoſite fide of the river 
were ſmall country towns ſurrounded by woods 
and groves of trees, affording the moſt * 
reſque and charming proſpects. 

In this garden of the Heſperides, we quitted 
our bark and went aſhore to dine. The cool- 

| | => 
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neſs of the ſhaded herbage, the pleaſing variety 
of the trees and ſcattered ſhrubs, and a great 
multitude of turtle-doves and other birds, that 
concealed themſelves among the thick foilage, 
or hopped from branch to branch, celebrating 
in melodious choruſes the new-born ſpring ; the 
innumerable flocks and herds returning from 
paſture ; all theſe intereſting objects afforded a 
ſmiling and animated ſcene. The ſerene and 
liquid heavens, the fertile carth, the murmuring 
waters, the waving ſhade, the brilliant verdure, 
and the cheerful hamlets, all combined to charm 
our eyes and warm our hearts. Seated beſide 
each other, we ſcarcely uttered a word, we only 
exclaimed from time to time, © How beautiful! 
how charming!“ We felt that incommunica- 
ble ſenſation, thoſe ſoft emotions of delight, that 
pure and tranquil pleaſure which the ſight of 
the fine ſcenery of nature awakens 1n the chil- 
dren of ſenſibility, while ſhe animates their 
whole frame with the expanſive thrill of ecſtaſy 
and rapture. | . 

After enjoying this delicious reverie for a 
conſiderable time, we walked towards the huts 
of the labourers, to aſk them for ſome milk and 
eggs. We found ſeveral women ſeated around 
theſe cottages engaged in various works; but 
the inſtant we approached they withdrew, 
alarmed at our foreign dreſſes and the arms we 
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bore. The men remained, though evidently 
uneaſy at our viſit, till we had an opportunity 
.of inſpiring them with confidence and reſtoring 
their tranquillity. 

The women now returned, and gathering 
1b us, examined us from head to foot. 
Some of them were pretty, though in general 
their complexions were extremely brown. The 
whole company now invited us in the moſt 
preſſing manner to dine with them; and we ac- 
cepted the propoſal with pleaſure. We were 
conducted to the largeſt of the huts which was 
inhabited by the chief, or, as it were, the Neſtor 
of the village, who received us with, that friendly 
ſmile and that amiable ſimplicity which cha- 
racterize the inhabitants of the country. A green 
turf ſhaded by ſpreading ſycamores was at once 
our table and our feat, and the elder women ſat 
down with us, while the younger waited on us. 
Theſe people had a very ſingular method 
of dreſſing eggs. They took them in their 
hands, and having ſhaken them a conſiderable 
time, aſked us to eat. They told us this 
was their uſual method of drefling them when 
on the road, or when they had no fire; and we 
were much ſurpriſed to find them cooked to a 
nicety. 

During our meal this old patriarch informed 
us that in his youth he had ſeen Semiramis, and 
| had 
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had been employed on the public works of Ba- 
bylon. That city,” ſaid he, was built in 
one year, a ſtadium being completed every day, 
and Semiramis herſelf preſiding at the labours. 
I till remember her,” ſaid he, © as though 
it were but yeſterday ; ſhe was a very fine wo- 
man, and her majeſtic and warlike deportment 
proved that ſhe was born to command mankind. 
Her projects were vaſt and magnificent. She 
marched at the head of her troops, aſſiſted at all 
the councils, built many temples and palaces, and 
an immenſe city, gave ſuperb feſtivals, was ſur- 
rounded with all the ſplendour of elegant luxury 
and unequalled riches, and aſſembled around 
her, arts, pleaſure, and philoſophy. . When her 
huſband Ninus died, ſhe raiſed a vaſt mount 
for his tomb, nine ſtadia high and ten broad “. 
It is not far from the city, and when you ſee it 
you will take it for a mountain.” On my 
aſking him the extent of Babylon, he replied, 
that it was three hundred and fixty-five ſtadia 
in circumference +, * being furniſhed with two 
hundred and fifty turrets, each ſixty cubits 
high, while the walls between the towers are 
thirty cubits high, by thirty-two feet thick, and 

* Theſe meaſurements are chiefly taken from Cteſias, a 
writer to whom neither ancient nor modern critics give much 
credit, as appears from Ariſtotle, who was almoſt his con- 


temporary. T. N. 
+ Cteſias ſays three hundred and fixty, T. N. 
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two chariots and four horſes may paſs a- was | 
on their top*. The city has one hundred gates, 
all of ſolid braſs; and the houſes are three and 
four ſtories high. The ſtreets are ſtraight, and 
interſected by others leading down to the river. 
The terraces will aſtoniſn you; they are ſo many 
gardens ſuſpended in the air, loaded with fruit, 
and covered with flowers and verdure; water 
1s conveyed to them from the river ſeveral times 
in the day, by means of pumps and machines, 
which are continually at work, and diſperſe it 
over the whole city. In all the public ſquares 
you will ſee fountains pouring forth copious 
ſtreams of freſh and pure water, and nouriſhing 
thick ſpreading trees, whoſe ſhade 1s extremely 
_ Pleaſant, and highly neceflary in theſe burning 
climates.” 

This old man ſpoke with ſo noble an air, and 
expreſſed himſelf with ſo much taſte and judg- 
ment, that we began to imagine he was ſome 
perſon of high birth and fortune, who had retired 
to theſe pleaſing ſolitudes, either through a phi- 
loſophic turn of mind, or in- conſequence of 
ſome reverſe of fortune; but when we hinted 
at this idea, he replied, © You are totally miſ- 
taken: I was born in this very hamlet, was 
2 labourer myſelf and the ſon of a labourer : but 


hy, Cteſias ſays, the walls were three hundred bricks thick, 


and fix chariots might paſs abreaſt upon them, T. N. 
. 2 I had 
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1 had ſcarcely attained the age of puberty, when 
curioſity and ambition, or rather perhaps that 


reſtleſſneſs ſo natural to youth, and fo general 


among mankind, together with the illufive 
hopes of a happineſs which is at beſt but 
fugitive and tranſient, induced me to leave my 
parents, and abandon my native woods, theſe 
beloved woods which overſhadowed my tender 
and ſportive infancy, to viſit the city built by 
Ninus: for he was the original author of the 


plan, though death ſurpriſed him ere he could 


accompliſh his vaſt and magnificent projects. 
Having worked for a time on the buildings of 
the city, I was next employed in the gardens of 
the queen, of which, by my great induſtry and aſſi- 
duity, I obtained the ſuperintendence. There I 
had an opportunity of beholding the grandees of 
the court, whom I ſoon learnt to know. But diſ- 
guſted with their haughtineſs, ſeeing through their 
falſe politeneſs, and humiliated by their affected 
condeſcenſion, I became a partaker of the cares 
that agitate every corner of a palace, an object 
of jealouſy to my inferiors, who envied me 
my place and pretended good fortune; and 
began to regret the happy retreats of my native 
woodlands, their ſweet repoſe, their ſoothing 


calm, and their attractive ſimplicity, It was, 5 
however, long before I could withdraw myſelf 
| C034: from 
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from the vortex in which I was involved, for 
ambition and the deſire of wealth: till rivetted 
my chains; and ſuch is the weakneſs of man, 
that even when he ſees what is good he is often 
unable to purſue it! At length, however, what 
reaſon could not effect the reſiſtleſs power of 

love compelled me to perform. 
te Tt happened that a daughter of one of the 
officers of the royal guard, named Cleora, the 
ſame who now fits before you, came to walk 
with her mother in the gardens of the court. She 
then reſembled the opening lily of the ſpring, 
the ornament and glory of our gardens: and 
though now ſhe is the victim of the tyrant Time, 
and wrinkled by decrepitude, I love her as ten- 
derly as ever. In our youth, her beauty and 
her grace ſweetened and embelliſhed my life 
with all the pleaſures and delights of which hu- 
man nature is ſuſceptible ; and now her affection- 
ate tenderneſs, and her unceaſing aſfiduities 
ftill cheer my declining age. The ſight of 
Cleora in the royal gardens was to me, like the 
ſun to one who ſhould ſuddenly recover his 
ſight, and filled me with ſtill more wonder and 
admiration. Yet I reſpectfully did the duties of 
my office, and ſhewing her every curious and 
pleaſing object, preſented her the rareſt fruits 
and fineſt lowers, and obtained permiſſion from 
her 
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ker mother daily, to bring ſome for them 
both. From that moment love transformed + 
the whole economy of my - exiſtence, my ſoul 
ſeemed but to exiſt in that of Cleora, and the 
fever of paſſion circulated in my veins, Herre- 
lations ſoon began to ſuſpect the motive of my 
preſents and frequent viſits, and refuſed me ad- 
mittance : for theſe ſlaves of the court imagined 
an honeſt man and a freeman unworthy their 
alliance. I now ſank into a ſtate of deſpair, and 
continued fifteen or ſixteen days almoſt without 
food, wandering each ſucceſſive night around 
the houſe of my lovely Cleora. My want of 
reſt, my conſtant agitation, my unbounded 
grief, and my perpetual faſting, lengthened my 
haggard countenance, and withered the flower 
of juvenile vigour into the decrepitude of age. 
This rapid decline, however, became favour- 
able to my wiſhes. After revolving innumer- 
able projects, the offspring of miſery and 
deſpair, I determined at laſt to aſſume the dreſs 
of one of the magi, and encircle my head with 
a vaſt turban, beneath which, my face almoſt 
totally diſappeared. Thus metamorphoſed, I 
waited on the mother of Cleora, whom I in- 
formed that I came from the great Archimagus. 
© You know,“ faid I, that we continually 
maintain the ſacred fire in our temples: Mithra, 
or 
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or the ſun, is the moſt perfect of all fire; tis the 
afflatus of the divinity himſelf; and next to the 
fun, the ſacred fire is the ſymbol and living 
image of the Deity. The great Zoroaſter 
brought it to us from heaven, and thence it has 
been propagated through all our temples. It is 
our office and our duty to watch it night and 
day, and to feed it with wood from which the 
bark has been ſtripped. We render homage 
to the ſun in the open fields, after having 
purified ourſelves in long linen robes, with a 
turban on our heads, and a thin tranſparent veil 
before our mouth, that our breath may not de- 
file his rays. Next to this ſacred fire, what fire 
can be more pure or more divine than that of 
love, chief gift of God to man! Tis for us, the 
ſucceſſors of the great Zoroaſter, to propagate 
it upon the earth. I am come, therefore, in 
the name of our great Archimagus, to propoſe 
a marriage for your daughter ; let her come and 
I will explain myſelf.“ No ſooner did ſhe ap- 
pear, than I ſaid to her, Beautiful Cleora, 
the God Mithra, ſoul of the univerſe, and firſt 
bY principle of all the generations of mankind, 
has caſt his eyes upon you, as on one of the 
moſt lovely ornaments of univerſal nature. I am 


ordered to propoſe to you a huſband, whoſe birth 
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is equal to that of the greateſt ſatraps, and whois 
equally rich, fince he poſſeſſes more than he de- 


fires : but, what is ſtill more valuable than either 


birth or riches, he is bleſſed with virtue and pu- 
rity, and feels towards you the tendereſt attach - 
ment and regard. Nor did I deceive her, 
when I ſaid my birth was equal to that of the 
Satraps, ſince our origin is the ſame; and I 
equally ſpoke the truth, when I ſaid my riches 
exceeded my wants. Cleora in the meanwhile 
contemplated my countenance with the cloſeſt 


attention, and thought ſhe recognized my fe- 


tures, but as yet ſhe ſcarcely dared to believe 
her eyes, Her mother now inquired the name of 
the perſon propoſed: © I can only declare his 
name,” ſaid I, © to your daughter, and that under 


a ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy : for ſuch are the 


orders I have received.“ At the ſame time I 
took Cleora aſide, and faid to her, © Behold the 
lover who adores you, and receive this letter. 
Your anſwer will determine whether I ſhall die 
in deſpair, or become the happieſt of mankind,” 
Having uttered theſe words, I made my ſaluta- 
tion to her mother, and left the houſe with great 
ſolemnity, promiſing to return in two days. My 
letter was to this effect: Renounce all the 
prejudices of vanity, I am every man's equal, 
fince I am a man, and an honeſt man; and 
fince the pure flame of an ardent and eternal 

paſſion 
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paſſion elevates. me even to your own rank. 

FE offer you, not the fortune which perhaps your 

mother's ambition may expect, but a rural and 

happy retirement ; where we ſhall enjoy tran- 

quillity and competence, and where, beneath 

2 dur ſhady bowers, we will cultivate virtue, na- 
| ture, and mutual affection. Should you conde- 
ſcend to accept my propoſal, I will come this 
night and expect your anſwer beneath the win- 
dow of your chamber.” I cannot deſcribe to 
you my fituation during the remainder of the 
day. The fever of anxiety and love raged in 
my veins, till at length the duſk of night ob- 
ſcured the face of nature. I then haſtened to 
the appointed ſpot, and waited in all the trepi- 
dation of impatient uncertainty; when, Great 
Gods! a letter fell before me, which I ſnatched 
up, and hurried away with ſo much rapidity, 
that I knocked down a man, who was very 
angry at my rudeneſs; yet I ſtill purſued my 
courſe and haſtened to read the reply of Cleora, 
which was to this effect: I confide my deſtiny 
to your honour and your love. To-morrow, at 
the third hour of the night, be waiting before 
the houſe, when I will come and join my future 
huſband.'—Oh, lovely letter! oh, tranſport 
of incffable felicity ! The next day I came to 
the appointed ſpot, as ſoon as night had cloſed 


i. 
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in. ] waited till the third hour arrived and paſſed 
away, but Cleora did not appear; and the 
agitation of impatience almoſt bewildered my 
reaſon, and fevered my blood. At length I 
heard footſteps advancing towards me; I ad- 
vanced alſo with attentive ears, and my eyes 
eagerly fixed on the ſpot whence the ſound pro- 
ceeded, palpitating betwixt fear and hope. At 
length a ſoft and timid voice faid, * Is it you, 
Orcetes?” I immediately recognized my future 
wife, and throwing myſelf into her arms, prefſed 
her to my boſom, unable to utter a ſingle word. 
A horſe was waiting for us at the gates of the 
city, and thither we flew without delay, and 
galloped all the night. At day break we ar- 
rived at the houſe of one of my relations, in 
a remote and lonely country, where we were 
bound in the indiſſoluble bonds of wedlock and 
of bliſs. As ſoon as we imagined the ſtorm 
was blown over, we removed to my paternal 
roof, beneath theſe friendly woods, which we 
have inhabitted and cultivated during half a 
century.” 

We liſtened with the moſt lively intereſt to 
the hiſtory of this worthy old man, and as ſoon 
as 'our meal was ended, the youth of both. ſexes 
ſurrounded us, ſome carrying baſkets of flowers, 
others inſtruments of muſic. We heard the 

ſound 
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found of cymbals, of flutes, and tabors, and 
preſently found they had concerted a little feſti- 
val for our amuſement. They aſked us to dance, 
and we accepted the propoſal with pleaſure. 
Phanor's partner was the moſt beautiful of the 
party. Her eyes ſparkled with delight, and 
ſeemed to communicate ſympathetic: animation 
to ail the youths. Her ſlender and flexible 
form, her graceful motions, her eaſy and alert 
vaultings, pourtrayed to the 46: of Fancy the 
goddeſs of the dance. 
Phanor was enchanted with his partner, and | 
I ſhould have felt new apprehenſions for his 
heart, had we made a longer ſtay on thus land 
of innocence and bliſs. 
We left theſe worthy people with regret, 


after a thouſand tender adieus, and returned to 


our boat to renew our voyage at break of day. 


+ END OF THE SECOND YOLUME. 
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